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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

679 W. Veterans Highway 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 

Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 

Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 

Confessions 
Saturdays  

3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 

caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  

strengthen family life, and serves those in need 

through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

October 25, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 25, 2026 

Readings for the Week – October 25, 2026 

 

Monday Ephesians 4:32-5:8 / Psalms 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 / Luke 13:10-17 
Tuesday Ephesians 5:21-33 / Psalms 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 / Luke 13:18-21 
Wednesday Ephesians 2:19-22 / Psalms 19:2-3, 4-5 / Luke 6:12-16 
Thursday Ephesians 6:10-20 / Psalms 144:1b, 2, 9-10 / Luke 13:31-35 
Friday Philippians 1:1-11 / Psalms 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 / Luke 14:1-6 
Saturday Philippians 1:18b-26 / Psalms 42:2, 3, 5cdef / Luke 14:1, 7-11 
Sunday Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 / Psalms 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 / 1 John 3:1-3 /  
               Matthew 5:1-12a  

Saturday, October 24, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Margaret Husar 
                 (The Radosti Family) 
  4:00 pm  Patrick Gallagher 
                 (Deacon John White) 
Sunday, October 25, 2026 
  9:00 am  Bernardina Pasumbal 
                (Larvita Pasumbal) 
11:00 am  Jerry & Barbara Santangelo & Family 
                (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)   
Monday, October 26, 2026 
   9:00 am  Columba Bina LoCicero 
                (The LoCicero Family)  
Tuesday, October 27, 2026 
  9:00 am  Jim Byrne 
                (Gerarda Fallone) 
Wednesday, October 28, 2026 
  9:00 am  Christine Atkinson 
                (Kerry Atkinson) 
Thursday, October 29, 2026 
  9:00 am  Elwood Guenther 
      (The Bereavement Ministry) 
Saturday, October 31, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Lotte Rockefeller 
                 (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo) 
  4:00 pm  Andrew “AJ” Sabine 
                 (Joseph & Anne Lacagnina) 
Sunday, November 1, 2026 
  9:00 am  Tony Sasso 
                (The Sasso Family) 
11:00 am   Liz Annino 
                (Matilda & Joseph Curatolo) 
  
                 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth,   Judy  

Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto,  

Catherine Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,,  

Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 

D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr,   Phillip Wenz, 

Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, 

Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy 

Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera,  Paul  

Hetteroth, Carol Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, 

Shannon Hubert,  Ray Kijowski, Nicholas 

Biddle, Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner,  

Andrew G Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela 

Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko, 

Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, 

Mark Hoffman,  Lisa Kelley Sassone, Mark 

Legato,  Bob Toth, Bernadette VanDerberg, 

Elizabeth Maras,  Charles Thompson,  Kim 

McCafferty, Janet Noordzy, Jennifer Aponte 

 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

SEPT 14 —  SEPT 20, 2026 

                Weekly Offerings $  3,543.00 
                    Online Giving $  1,503.00 

   Total $  5,046.00 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries and programs of our parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Missing something in your life? Why not try 
an hour of serenity, stories and spirituality. 
The Men’s COR Prayer Group just might 
be for you. We don’t sit around and just 
pray; we watch, listen and learn about the 
life of figures from long ago. Stories woven 
expertly from the teachings of Deacon 
John White. You will not be disappointed 
and you will leave enlightened and invigo-
rated and refreshed for more. Next meet-
ing is Wednesday, Nov 18th at 7:00pm. 

 

 



649 

 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 25, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. During the summer 
   meetings are at St. Monica every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.    
  The Legion is always looking to recruit new members.   
  If you discern a divine connection to the Blessed  
  Mother, and feel she is calling you to join, please con 
  tact the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com


649 

 

CALENDAR 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 5 

 
Saturday, October 24 
10:00  am Grief Support Group (Little Church) 
  3:15  pm Confession 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, October 25 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am  Mass 
Monday, October 26 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education 
  5:45  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, October 27 
  9:00  am Mass     
  5:30  pm  Religious Education 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
  7:15  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, October 28 
  9:00  am Mass 
  2:00  pm Mabagos  -  Maddatu Wedding 
Thursday, October 29 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm OCIA 
Saturday, October 31 
10:00  am Grief Support Group (Little Church) 
  3:15  pm Confession 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, November 1 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am  Mass 
Monday, November 2 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education 
  5:45  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, November 3 
  9:00  am Mass     
  5:30  pm  Religious Education 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
  7:15  pm Legion of Mary 

Wednesday, November 4 
  9:00  am Mass 
  9:30  am Adoration 
Thursday, November 5 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:00  pm Pre-Baptism Training 
  7:00  pm OCIA 
Saturday, November 7 
  10:00  am Grief Support Group (Little Church) 
  3:15  pm Confession 
  4:00  pm Mass 

All Saints' Day is a Christian festival celebrated 
on November 1 in Western churches (and the 
first Sunday after Pentecost in Eastern churches) 
to honor all known and unknown saints who have 
attained heaven. It is part of the three-day obser-
vance known as Allhallowtide, preceded by All 
Hallows' Eve (Halloween) and followed by All 
Souls' Day. 
 

It honors all Christian saints, including those for-
mally canonized by the church as well as count-
less faithful individuals whose names are unre-
corded. In the Roman Catholic Church, it is a ma-
jor solemnity and a holy day of obligation where 
attending Mass is required. 
 
All Souls’ Day is a holiday in the Roman Catho-
lic calendar that falls on November 2. The Roman 
Catholic church sets aside All Souls’ Day to re-
member members of the faith who have died, es-
pecially those believed to be suffering in purga-
tory. Through prayers, masses, and almsgiving, 
the living pay tribute to the dead and hope to help 
them enter into heaven. 
 
Many ceremonies honoring the dead have taken 
place throughout history, but it is believed that the 
abbot Odilo of Cluny, France, originated the an-
nual November 2 commemoration near the end 
of the 10th century. The practice spread to most 
other countries by the end of the 13th century. All 
Saints’ Day, which honors saints and martyrs, 
had been celebrated on November 1 since at 
least the 9th century, so Odilo chose the following 
day to remember those whose souls need assis-
tance in becoming worthy of heaven. 

In 1915, Pope Benedict XV gave permission for 
priests to celebrate three masses on All Souls’ 
Day, making it the only other day besides Christ-
mas with that distinction. Churches typically are 
decorated in black, the color most often associ-
ated with death. Parishioners commonly light 
candles in memory of loved ones and sometimes 
write the names of the departed in a special com-
memorative book. 
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Less than six months before the Lord called him home, a good priest friend of mine was gifted with a 
brand-new car by his doting sister. This was a man who had leased and re-leased his previous car 
several times over, so the new buggy was quite the technological advancement. He chose wisely not 
only to admit that fact, but also to do something practical about it. He arranged with the salesman to 
take two Saturday mornings in a row for tutoring on what I’ll call “the mysteries of the dashboard.” One 
way to handle the complexities of the four-wheeled gift. 

The situation of our modern computer-laden cars intimidating people “of a certain age” is a common 
one. Being in that category myself, I depend on the generation younger than mine to solve any techni-

cal problem for me so I can drive with confidence. That was my late friend’s 
motivation for sure. 

This modern situation came to mind when I reflected on the legal complica-
tions in the ancient Hebrew world. That would certainly be irksome to ordi-
nary folk confronted with 613 laws! Consider that fact whenever you cannot 
recite from memory the Ten Commandments or the Six Precepts of the 
Church! 

Today the whole matter of the law is rendered quite simple when we learn 
from Our Lord that there are really only two that count: “Love God and your 
neighbor.” That’s quite a distillation! Certainly a solid basis for knowing what 
to do in a given situation, although it might take some toll on the memory 
bank. 

Consider in this context how cleverly we sinners have devised a whole rationale for our occasional bad 
behavior and the excuses to match. We forget that Salvation will always elude us if we keep playing 
games with righteous living. Those two great Commandments set the mark, and we’ll meet it when we 
are honest with ourselves. 

Here’s a thought from a real “AO” (Astute Observer) who notes a fact: “The computer is a great inven-
tion. There are as many mistakes as ever, but now they’re nobody’s fault.” 

God love you and give you His peace. 

 

 

 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 25, 2026 

    K of C 11529 in collaboration with 
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Peace be with you. Friends, Pope Benedict XVI said in his first encyclical that the 
Church has three basic tasks. I found this very helpful, very illuminating over the 
years as I meditated upon it. First of all, it worships God. Secondly, it cares for the 
poor. And thirdly, it teaches and evangelizes. Those are the three fundamental 
tasks of the Church. Everything else we do are related to those three somehow. 
And think about it. Go through the typical work of a parish. I think you'll find, at the 
end of the day, these are the three great headings. So it's helpful for us to meditate 
upon them. And the readings for this weekend correspond really well to these 
three great essential tasks of the Church's life. We'll look first at the first reading 
taken from towards the end of the book of Exodus when all of the details of the 

covenant are laid out.  
 

So after the narrative part at the beginning of Exodus, we find this set of legal and moral prescriptions. And 
here we find now this extraordinary command, utterly typical of the Bible, but extraordinary in the grand 
scheme of things, to care for the weakest and most vulnerable in the society. The author of Exodus speaks 
of aliens, strangers, and foreigners in the land who were unable to flourish. What that meant in ancient 
times was people who were considered strangers were unable therefore to flourish. In most cultures of the 
ancient world, foreigners were simply the object of contempt, kind of subhuman. 
 

But now out of the heart of the Old Testament comes this revolutionary teaching to care for the aliens, the 
strangers, and the foreigners. To care for widows and orphans. See that was a code in the ancient world 
for those who were most vulnerable. 
  

See, you imagine yourself in that space where you were once a foreigner, a stranger, you were once vul-
nerable. And when you find that place, you will stir up compassion in your heart for those who are foreign-
ers and strangers and widows and orphans and the weak among you. There's the biblical call. The author 
tells us, when these weak people are ignored, God becomes angry. It's God's passion to set things right. 
It's God's passion to set right human relationships. 
 

I ask you, how fully are we responding to this great demand of being a member of the church? So now we 
turn to our second reading and we find the second of our great emphases. Namely, that the church is 
about evangelization. In Paul’s letter to the Thessalonians he praises them because they become a model 
for all of those in the surrounding country. They've taken in the faith that Paul announced to them. He 
evangelized them and they are evangelizing everybody around them. 
 

Do we today inspire those around us? Do we think of our parish the way Paul thought of the church he was 
writing to? In other words, do we think of the parish as a place whose purpose is to evangelize the sur-
rounding community? There's individual evangelization, but also a kind of evangelization collectively. So if 
we take care of the poor, we evangelize. Then there’s the final of the Pope's emphases, the church wor-
ships the true God. 
 

And the Gospel today speaks of this so clearly. The Pharisees are, as always, eager to trip Jesus up or to 
embarrass him, and they pose this question, teacher, which commandment of the law is the greatest? And 
Jesus gives that beautifully clear and unambiguous response. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and all your mind. 
What's he talking about here? Worship. That's why the Mass, the liturgy, is the source and summit of the 
Christian life. It's where we engage in this great act of worship. This is the act that identifies and rectifies 
the church. It sets the church right. And once the church is set right, it becomes the beacon for the rest of 
the world.  
 

So let me reiterate on these three great tasks. To care for the poor, to evangelize, to worship God. When 
you worship God, then you love everything that God loves. Whom does God love? Everyone in the world. 
That's why the worship of God conduces toward the care for the poor. You love God, you love those whom 
God loves, the poor. And when you do that, when we do that as a church, then we become a beacon to 
the rest of the world. They see us and say, look how these Christians love each other. So you see how 
love of God leads to care for the poor, and that becomes a powerful tool of evangelization. That in a nut-
shell is the church. Walk through these three readings and see the three essential things that we're about. 
And then above all friends, let's do them. And may God bless you all.  

Bishop Robert Barron 

30th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 
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TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
 Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!
TMTMM

check out the 
latest offerings 
by your bulletin 

sponsors by
downloading 
our free app
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

Anthony J. Cantalupo
Funeral Director
N.J. Lic. No. 4613

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

For Advertising 
Information Contact 

Marva Allen-Campbell
732-534-1842

mallen-campbell@jppc.net

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed                             Fully Licensed & Insured

732-777-7888
www.morganwaterproofing.com

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI

Free Estimates 609-598-1280
Family Owned and Operated

Licensed and Insured
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