CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA

Then repay to Caesar what
belongs to Caesar and to
God what belongs to God.

MATTHEW 22:21

October 18, 2026
Our Parish is Served by:
Masses Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor Confessions
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am Deacon Christian Knoebel SSatlusrdaYS
. : m
Saturday 4 pm Deacon John L. White 0 3: 45p .
Sunday 9 am & 11 am L . .
We invite you to celebrate with us Facebook:
679 W. Veterans Highway website: www.saintmonica.com ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁsﬁ;ﬁﬁ;ﬁty
Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853
9ot s 729 09K PROMISE TO
Religious Education:732-928-4038 PROTECT
The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives X ‘ ht
the message of Christ, seeks to support and PLEDGE TO
strengthen family life, and serves those in need HEAL

through parish ministries and organizations.




29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - OCTOBER 18, 2026

MASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, October 17, 2026
4:00 pm Margaret Husar
(The Castellano Family)
4:00 pm “A.].” Sabine
(Mary Cahill)
Sunday, October 18, 2026
9:00 am Jean Riggio
(Mr. & Mrs. Allan Diaz)
11:00 am William Leonard
(Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)
Monday, October 19, 2026
9:00 am Kazimierz Wysocki
(Linda Siwiec)
Tuesday, October 20, 2026
9:00 am Julia Jennings
Rose Marie Swatko
(Deborah & Joseph Jennings)
Wednesday, October 21, 2026
9:00 am Joyce Yaccarino
(Elaine Manion)
Thursday, October 22, 2026
9:00 am Paul Oliver Williams
Barbara Martin
(Maria & Ray Kijowski)
Saturday, October 24, 2026
4:00 pm Margaret Husar
(The Radosti Family)
4:00 pm Patrick Gallagher
(Deacon John White)
Sunday, October 25, 2026
9:00 am Bernardina Pasumbal
(Larvita Pasumbal)

11:00 am Jerry & Barbara Santangelo & Family

(Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Dotis Garbatrino, Melissa
Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy
Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto,
Catherine Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,,
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz,
Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto,
Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy
Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul
Hetteroth, Carol Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler,
Shannon Hubert, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas
Biddle, Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner,
Andrew G Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela
Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko,
Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty,
Mark Hoffman, Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato,
Bob Toth, Bernadette VanDerberg, Elizabeth
Maras, Charles Thompson, Kim McCafferty,
Janet Noordzy, Jennifer Aponte

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can

be removed.

Readings for the Week - October 18, 2026

Monday Ephesians 2:1-10 / Psalms 100:1b-2, 3, 4ab, 4c-5 / Luke 12:13-21

Tuesday Ephesians 2:12-22 / Psalms 85:9ab-10, 11-12, 13-14 / Luke 12:35-38

Wednesday Ephesians 3:2-12 / [saiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 / Luke 12:39-48

Thursday Ephesians 3:14-21 / Psalms 33:1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19 / Luke 12:49-53

Friday Ephesians 4:1-6 / Psalms 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 / Luke 12:54-59

Saturday Ephesians 4:7-16 / Psalms 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 / Luke 13:1-9

Sunday Exodus 22:20-26 / Psalms 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51 / 1 Thessalonians 1:5¢-10 / Matthew 22:34-40
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TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine,
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven
who looked with mercy upon your tears
over your wayward son. His conversion
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of
your prayers.

Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray
with us for all those sons and daughters
that have wandered away from God, and to
add your prayers to those of all mothers
who are worried over their children. Pray
also for us that, following your example, we
may, in the company of our children, one
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in
Heaven. Amen. St. Monica pray for us.

PRAYER FOR POPE LEO XIV
O great St. Peregrine, you have been called
“The Mighty,” “The Wonder-Worker,”
because of the numerous miracles which you
have obtained from God for those who have
had recourse to you.

For so many years you bore in your own flesh
this cancerous disease that destroys the very
fiber of our being, and who had recourse to
the source of all grace when the power of man
could do no more. You were favored with the
vision of Jesus coming down from His Cross
to heal your affliction.

Ask of God and Our Lady, the cure of the
sick whom we entrust to you. O St Peregrine,
pray for our Holy Father, Pope Leo.

Aided in this way by your powerful
intercession, we shall sing to God, now and
for all eternity, a song of gratitude for His
great goodness and mercy.

Holy Mary, Health of the Sick, gather our
Holy Father under your mantle. Stay close to
him in his suffering and comfort him as you
comforted your Son. Bring our prayers to the
Lord, that He may grant him healing and give
him strength to keep shepherding the Church
and serving the world. Amen.

Catholicimprint.com

Weekly Offerings § 2,766.00
Utlity §  413.00

Online Giving § 1,238.00
Total § 4,417.00

Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries and programs of our parish.
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Men’s Prayer Group
3" Wednesday of Each Month
7:00pm in Little Church
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Cohe oin Us - All Men Are Welcomed

Missing something in your life? Why not try
an hour of serenity, stories and spirituality.
The Men’s COR Prayer Group just might
be for you. We don’t sit around and just
pray; we watch, listen and learn about the
life of figures from long ago. Stories woven
expertly from the teachings of Deacon
John White. You will not be disappointed
and you will leave enlightened and invigo-
rated and refreshed for more. Next meet-
ing is Wednesday, Oct 21st at 7:00pm.

649
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents
are required to attend our Baptism preparation class
or take the convenient online presentation. Please
call the Parish Office to register for the class held on
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop
by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the
class.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529

The Knights of Columbus were founded in
Blessed Father Michael McGivney. Itis an 2
international order of more than 2 million
Catholic men who are called to lead with
faith, protect our families, serve others,
and defend Catholic values in busy
changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a
long history of support for the parish and any local
charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR
Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry
The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful

initiative where individuals and the community come
together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted
away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.
Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and
son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took
1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Visits to the Sick and Homebound

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families
and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.
OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one

year period of preparation for marriage in The
Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through
a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. During the summer
meetings are at St. Monica every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.
The Legion is always looking to recruit new members.
If you discern a divine connection to the Blessed
Mother, and feel she is calling you to join, please con
tact the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member

PROMISE TO

PROTECT  of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
- lm""t or if you know someane who was, you can report that
PLERGE TO abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-883-296-

2965 orvia email at: abuseline@diocesecftrenton.org
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CALENDAR

Saturday, October 17
10:00 am Grief Support Group (Little Church)
12:00 pm Outdoor Rosary for Fatima

4:00 pm Mass (KofC Membership / Donuts)
Sunday, October 18

9:00 am Mass (KofC Membership / Donuts)
11:00 am Mass (KofC Membership / Donuts)
Monday, October 19

9:00 am Mass

4:30 pm Religious Education

5:45 pm Religious Education
Tuesday, October 20

9:00 am Mass

5:30 pm Religious Education

7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice

7:15 pm Legion of Mary
Wednesday, October 21

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm  Men’s COR Prayer Group
Thursday, October 22

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm OCIA

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting
Saturday, October 24
10:00 am Grief Support Group (Little Church)

3:15 pm Confession

4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, October 25

9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, October 26

9:00 am Mass

4:30 pm Religious Education

5:45 pm Religious Education
Tuesday, October 27

9:00 am Mass

5:30 pm Religious Education

7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice

7:15 pm Legion of Mary
Wednesday, October 28

9:00 am Mass

2:00 pm Mabagos - Maddatu Wedding
Thursday, October 29

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm OCIA
Saturday, October 31
10:00 am Grief Support Group (Little Church)

3:15 pm Confession

4:00 pm Mass

rack of cooked ribs for pick up on SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 25th from 10:00am-12:30pm.
All  orders must be pre-paid by
October 18th. Limited quantities will be
available on day of sale, but those will be first
come, first served. Proceeds to benefit st
Monica’s parish and our Knights Of Colum-
bus. Sign up sheet is in back of church

Banns of Marriage
Wedding Announcement - January 30, 2027
John Laluces

Frances Arcales
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Reflc ction

By Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

The greater the dislike of a person, the stronger the motivation to defeat him or at least thwart his for-
ward progress. The collaboration of the Pharisees and Herodians, who represent opposite political
views, reveals the extreme measures they take to eliminate Jesus.

Their chosen strategy was to trap Him. The Pharisees were Jewish nationalists opposed to Rome’s
occupation and rule over Palestine. The Herodians were supporters of Roman rule and sympathetic to
the Herodian dynasty. If Jesus opposed the tax, the Herodians could charge Him with treason for insti-
gating a tax revolt against Rome. If Jesus approved of it, the Pharisees would charge Him with being
unfaithful to Judaism and its hopes of national independence.

Jesus beautifully evades the intended trap with a subtle and riddle-like re-
sponse. His words have several implications. He plays on the word
“likeness.” Caesar’s coins could be given back to him in taxes without reli-
gious compromise. He minted the coins with his own image, and they were
therefore his property. But even Caesar, created in God’s “image,” has the
duty of giving himself back to God.

' ' o Jesus’ answer turns the trap back on them. He hints that taxation is the result
i of their own sins. Had Israel been giving God His due, they would not have

ELONGS pyee subjected to the oppression of Roman rule.

TOo GoOD

@ So, in the end, Our Lord affirms the rightness of fulfilling one’s civil duties
while emphasizing one’s primary duty of serving God. Matthew compliments the Master in his conclu-
sion to the whole incident: “When they heard it (the rendering to Caesar and to God), they marveled,
and they left him and went away.”

“They marveled.” The question arises: Do we marvel at Jesus? Or have we slid into another kind of
trap, namely that of complacency?

This Mission Sunday is a call to wake up to our obligation as followers of Jesus to spread the word
about Him to a waiting world that doesn’t even recognize its need of Him and His wisdom. We do it in
many ways, the most common of which is our lifestyle.

Inherent in our duty is the obligation to help those valiant men and women who have given their lives
for the effort through our prayerful and material support. There are millions still who have not heard the
Jesus story. They need to marvel at what they hear. We reach out to them with optimism.

Once upon a time, a shoe salesman, upon finding out that in his new territory no one wore shoes,
wrote his company and said, “Don’t send any shoes, because no one here wears them.” Another
salesman in the same territory wrote the company and said, “Send all the shoes you’ve got; nobody
here has any.”

God love you and bless your mission.

649
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November 3. Lunch & Learn
Veteran's Benefits

11am-1pm at The Wisteria, Jackson
Please RSVP by calling 732-719-7250

November 18: Fall Bingp
2pm-4pm at The Wistoria, Jackson
Please RSVP by calling 732-719-7250

Dscember 13 Blood Drive

Sam-2pm at The Wisteria, Jackson
Please make an appointment

by calfing 732-719-7250
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“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage.” ~ Psalm 84:5

THE BEST OF
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BRAZIL L B e - Foz do Iguassu
P AT RS TRV 7 (Iguazu Falls)

= Rio

Buenos Aires g Sacred Valley Machu Picchu
m___ARGENTINA e . PERU_

=

N HIGHLIGHTS

& Rio de Janeiro - Christ the Redeemer & Sugar Loaf Mountain RESERVE
$ & Iguazu Falls - Brazil & Argentina
, & Buenos Aires - Culture and History
& Sacred Valley & Machu Picchu - The Lost City of the Incas

1% FROM EWR & Cusco - Historic Capital of the Inca Empire
Minimum 30 passengers & Lima - Faith, Culture and Heritage

@ Tel: 803-900-8200 ‘ @ Email: sales@noelette.com Website: www.noelettetours.com

WE COUNT ON YOUR TYPE
What’s Your Type? A+, B+, O+...

November 3. Lunch & Learn
Veteran's Benefits

1lam-1pm at The Wisteria, Jackson
Please RSVP by calling 732-719-7250

American
Red Cross

BLOOD DRIVE
Sponsored by the National Honor Society at the
Donovan Catholic High School Gymnasium
711 Hooper Ave., Toms River, NJ 08753

Friday, October 23, 2026
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

SIGN UP TODAY! Use the QR code
for quick and easy access
or call Meghan at 848-223-0610
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Peace be with you. Friends, our gospel for today contains one of Jesus' great-

est one-liners, “then give to Caesar what is Caesar's and to God what is

God's.” This little rejoinder has inspired, as you know, an enormous amount of

controversy over the centuries. And I'll explore what that might mean. But first,

; | want to get at another spiritual issue that this story suggests. It's obvious the

/ Pharisees don't care much for Jesus. And they've been sort of coming after

RN s 8 2 se)] Nim, and he's been coming back at them. And as the story opens for today,

29th Sunday in they've concocted a very clever plot. They send their representatives to Jesus,

Ordinary Time along with the supporters of King Herod, the client king of Israel who had been

‘ sponsored by the Romans. Well, in the presence of these politicos, the Phari-

sees resolved to ask Jesus about the legitimacy of the census tax paid to the Roman emperor, it was
a source of great controversy.

But more to it here, it seems to be a perfect trap. For if he says the tax is legitimate, it's okay, well,
he'll alienate many of his followers who saw him as advocating the reign of God, advocating a differ-
ent vision of things, not subservience to Rome. But if he says, no, the temple tax is not legitimate,
then the Herodians will hear him and report back to their superiors that he is a dangerous revolution-
ary. Either way, it seems, they have him. It's clever. You're trying to catch someone, you set them up
in a verbal trap, that's what they've done. But, Jesus evades the dilemma with his famous comeback.
Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. Now, | think
we're meant to see several things here.

First, we're meant to meditate upon the meanness of a lot of religious people. At the utmost, this
gives rise to character assassination, cruel words meant to hurt, the way religious people can some-
times just be at each other's throats in a way that is very cruel.

Let me say it this way. If you're trying to serve the God of love, and that's the God that all claim we're
trying to serve, you can't do it by hating people. Because in the very act of hating people, you're un-
dermining the God you're claiming to proclaim.

Now, you can find someone to be mistaken. Nothing wrong with that. And you can point it out. That's
perfectly valid. But you can't hate otherwise you're undermining the very message you're trying to
propagate. See, this is the problem with the Pharisees. They’'ve done this as an act of hatred. They're
trying to destroy him but He sees through it.

Most questions have a yes or no definite answer. But more often than not, spiritual and theological
questions invite a both—and answer, precisely because very often in the spiritual order things are just
not so simple. One of those areas is the relation between the church and the state. So, Jesus says,
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's. Now, what he's
making clear here at first is there is a legitimate distinction between the spiritual and the temporal.
Governors and governments have their own legitimate sphere of influence and operation. That's one
side of it. But now, think about this as | close. In the ultimate scheme of things, everything belongs to
God, since God is the creator of all. Everything belongs to God, including Caesar.

So, what does that mean? It means that everything, including this legitimately independent political
operation, is finally under the moral and spiritual aegis of God. That's why the same John Paul Il, who
said priests shouldn't be directly involved in government, also spoke with such eloquence and power
against the communist regime in his homeland. That's something of the subtle, nuanced, complex an-
swer to this question that Jesus gives, not an either-or, but a rather eloquent and fascinating both -
and. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's.

And may God bless you all.
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Pray  Listen  Learn Live  Grow with Jesus! % »

A FAMILY OF FAITH. A JOURNEY TOGETHER.

Grade:
Mass Time:

God's Word

What is one thing you heard in the
readings or Gospel today?

My Prayer Today

Who or what would you like to pray for
’ ' during this Mass?

The Homil .
What is one tl’%i’ng Father said v My ReﬂeCtIOﬂ

that you remember? What do you think Jesus wants
you to learn today?

Living My Faith This Week

What is one thing you can do this week

Jesus & Me

to follow Jesus? ?h(::v \:é:l;j?e sushelbyou
O3 Pray (3 Share
(O Help someone (O Be more patient
(O Bekind (3 Include others
(3O Forgive someone (J Other: iR
Mass Require.ment?
My Favorite Part A f°"}°f‘e‘-'%‘?_'!§
What was your favorite part of Mass today? 5 ﬂ:ds? lzie -,f'l:ctions |
for the year {
(Octobt_er - May) 1 -
\:, |

(%‘ W” in Failh. WW‘ i CZIUSt @eﬂw as One Fanu'[:f.

ST. MONICA, PRAY FOR US!
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Anthony J. Cantalupo 11 ving MEmorY oF GEORGE S. HASSLER
Funeral Director
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