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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

August 2, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 2, 2026 

Readings for the Week – August 2, 2026  

Monday Jer 28:1-17 Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102 Mt 14:22-36 
Tuesday Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22 Ps 102:16-18, 19-21, 29 and 22-23 Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 
15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday Jer 31:1-7 Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13 Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9 2 Pt 1:16-19 Mt 17:1-9 
Friday Nah 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7 Dt 32:35cd-36ab, 39abcd, 41 Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday Hab 1:12—2:4 Ps 9:8-9, 10-11, 12-13 Mt 17:14-20 
Sunday 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 Rom 9:1-5 Mt 14:22-33  

Saturday, August 1, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Eileen Salegna 
                 (Fran Hackett & Family)              
Sunday, August 2, 2026 
  9:00 am  Thomas Carragher 
                (Mary Gould) 
11:00 am  William Boyd 
                (Mary Boyd)   
Monday, August 3, 2026 

 

  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
                No Mass Intentions 
Tuesday, August 4, 2026 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
                No Mass Intentions 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
                No Mass Intentions 
Thursday, August 6, 2026 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
                No Mass Intentions 
Saturday, August 8, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
                 (The Anzalone Family) 
  4:00 pm  John Cannizzo 
                 (Deacon John & Caroline White)               
Sunday, August 9, 2026 
  9:00 am  Delores Burkshot 
                (Jon & Maryanne Tvaroha) 

11:00 am  Felicia Skrowronski 
                (William & Linda Patullo)   
  
If you had masses scheduled for this week please 
contact the office to reschedule your  
Mass intention.           
                 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert,  

Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, 

Dennis Shwiner, Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, 

Stephen Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny 

Merwin, Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Mar-

gie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, Mark Hoffman,  Lisa 

Sassone, Mark Legato,  Bob Toth, Bernadette 

VanDerberg, Elizabeth Maras,  Charles Thomp-

son,  Kim McCafferty, Janet Noordzy, Jennifer 

Aponte 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

JUNE 27 —  JUNE 28, 2026 

                Weekly Offerings $  2,708.00 
              Maintenance Fund $     352.00     
                     Online Giving $  1,748.00 

   Total $  4,808.00 
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries and programs of our parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

 

 

You may have noticed the new security and dec-
orative addition of bollards out front of the 
church. We’d like to thank KTK Construction for 
their generous donation to our Emergency Oper-
ation Plan. Think of KTK for all your home or 
commercial construction repairs and paving.  
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 2, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. During the summer 
   meetings are at St. Monica every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.    
  The Legion is always looking to recruit new members.   
  If you discern a divine connection to the Blessed  
  Mother, and feel she is calling you to join, please con 
  tact the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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Saturday, August 1 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, August 2 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
12:00  pm Women of St, Monica Meeting 
Monday, August 3 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Tuesday, August 4 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, August 5 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  9:30  am Adoration 
Thursday, August 6 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Saturday, August 8 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass (Haitian Missionary Speaker) 
Sunday, August 9 
  9:00  am Mass (Haitian Missionary Speaker) 
11:00  am Mass (Haitian Missionary Speaker)
Monday, August 10 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, August 11 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, August 12 
  9:00  am Mass 
Thursday, August 13 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
Saturday, August 15 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass  
Sunday, August 16 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
Monday, August 17 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, August 18 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, August 19 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm Men’s COR Prayer Group 
Thursday, August 20 
  9:00  am Mass 

 

The weekend of August 8th 
and 9th we welcome James 
Michel, representing the Dio-
cese of Norwich Outreach to 
Haiti. From its beginnings, 
the mission of the Outreach 
to Haiti emphasized the im-
portance of providing educa-

tional opportunities and access to health care 
to Haitians in their struggle to secure a better 
life. James is a Haitian American with family 
in Haiti that he visits regularly as well as the 
mission. He is a very enthusiastic speaker, 
and a lot of fun. James is a veteran of the 
United States Army Reserve and was honora-
bly discharged in December 2002 as an of-
ficer after 18 years of service. James has a 
MBA from the Barney School of Business at 
the University of Hartford and earned his BS 
in Accounting at Brooklyn College. James will 
be speaking at each mass and asking for help 
to support his ministries. The second collec-
tion at each mass will go to the Outreach to 
Haiti. 
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18th Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 2, 2026 

 

 

 

 

August could be called “ the month for daydreamers.” I say that guardedly because not all of us are on 
vacation. But a lot of people are. Those lucky souls have the chance to stare up into the sky from 
wherever they go to relax and daydream as they note the shape of the clouds. Or they could lie back 
on the beach sand or their backyard hammock and think deep thoughts along with their dreams. May I 
suggest one such thought that would not arise immediately, but it is encompassed by the famous story 
we read in the gospel for today? It is “the priesthood of the laity.” 

Obviously, there is what the Church calls “the ministerial priesthood.” This is the one instituted by 
Christ at the Last Supper table when He told his baffled Apostles to “Do this in memory of Me.” That’s 
the priesthood of the ordained gentlemen who graduated from a seminary. 

But we can turn to St. Paul’s writings to tell us what the Church has steadfastly taught, and still does, 
about another priesthood more common and fundamental namely the 
“priesthood of the faithful.” Paul writes: “Through Baptism all the members of 
the Church share in the priesthood of Christ.” 

Now this doesn’t mean that you should start shopping for Mass vestments. 
Or look for the nearest seminary. Rather, does this teaching give a formal 
name to what you have hopefully been living your whole life. That is, living as 
Christ would if He were in your place. It also encourages you “to share their 
ordained priests’ anxieties and help them as far as possible by prayer and 
active work so that they may be better able to overcome difficulties and carry 
out their duties with greater success.”kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk 
(Vatican II, no.9) 

So, you and I are in a certain partnership with Christ to continue His work 
here below. In that way, we are assured of a spot in the “place above.” Just by your example of being 
here at Mass to worship God on an August Sunday when so many “so-called Catholics” who should be 
here are not. This priesthood we share makes us both like the boy in this closing story who is flying his 
kite. 

The boy’s kite was so high that it had disappeared into the clouds. A man came by and asked, “Why 
are you holding on to that string?” The boy said, “I’ve got a kite up there.” The man looked up and 
said, “I don’t see it.” The boy replied, “Well, I know it’s there because I can feel the tug.” 

That’s like the tug we all feel from time to time in our hearts, which lets us know that God is for real 
and He cares for you. That’s a fact, and not a summer daydream. 

God love you and let you feel His tug this week. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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Peace be with you. Friends, our Gospel for today is one of the most be-
loved stories in the New Testament. Listen to how Matthew describes it. 
When Jesus heard of the death of John the Baptist, he withdrew in a boat 
to a deserted place by himself. The crowds heard of this and followed him 
on foot from their towns. The people come out by thousands to look for 
him. And they find themselves with him in a deserted place.  
 

How does it unfold? Well, the disciples realized the problem. Jesus has 
been healing and teaching this crowd in a deserted place. And there are 
thousands of them. Evening comes on and they say, Lord, dismiss the 
crowds so that they can go to the villages and buy food for themselves. 
Notice something here. The movement of sin is always in the direction of 

dispersion. 
  

Lord, send them away. Dismiss them so they can get some food for themselves. Every man for him-
self. There's the voice of sin. What's the voice of grace? Bearing each other's burdens in love. That's 
the voice of grace. That's the voice of God's kingdom. Jesus, as always, is the voice of communion. 
Communion, compassion, together. Listen to what he says. There is no need for them to go away. 
Give them some food for yourselves. 
 

So these people are threatened. They're in an isolated place. They're hungry. There's no food availa-
ble. They're in danger. Our first instinct is to disperse the crowd. Jesus says, no, we hang together, 
we stay as one. In the communion of the kingdom of God, we bear each other's burdens in love. 
 

No food? We don't say, that's your problem. It's our problem. We're in this together. You do something 
to solve this problem. God loves dispensing his providence through secondary causes. God gives us 
the privilege of participating in his own providence. You do something about it. You take the steps 
needed.  
 

What do we need? Then you act, you do something about it. That's all contained, I think, in this beau-
tiful command of Jesus. You give them something to eat. Now, what do the disciples do? They say, 
Lord, all we've got are five loaves and two fish. There are 5,000 people here, not counting women and 
children. What are we supposed to do, we got five loaves and two fish. 
 

What does Jesus say? Give them to me. And then he multiplies them in such a way that every person 
is fed and filled. And in fact, there are 12 baskets left over. Spiritual lesson, you give what you have, 
even if it's very little to Christ, it will be multiplied. You give Christ your mind, your will, your energy, 
your compassion, even if they're very small, even if it's only you and a couple of friends, you give it to 
Christ and you will find that the whole thing becomes multiplied for his purposes. Jesus wants us to 
cooperate with him, yes, and we do it by giving even the little that we've got and we'll be shocked and 
surprised to find the effect that it has in the world. You'd be surprised what Christ can do with it. 
 

Think for a second of Mother Teresa, I've told her story before, but this nun in her 30s who left the rel-
ative comfort of the high school where she was teaching and she walked into the worst slum in the 
world and simply began caring for those who were dying. What if someone said to her, well, we have 
to do something about this crisis in Calcutta and she were to say, well, who am I to address it? Well, 
she didn't say that, she just went and began caring for the dying. 
 

Soon she was joined by her former students and then by friends, then by admirers, and now the mis-
sionaries of charity, the order she founded, covers the whole world and its works have been of enor-
mous power in transforming the world and in serving Christ and his church. We could tell these stories 
ad infinitum, it's the story of how the church works. The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed, it be-
gins very small, but in time it grows into this great tree and the birds of the air make their nests in it. 
The kingdom of God is like a boy giving five loaves and a couple of fish to Christ Jesus and then 
watching that grow into an enormous power. 
 

Friends, no gift is too small and may God bless you.  
 
 

  

Bishop Robert Barron 
18th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
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CALLING ALL WOMEN! YOU ARE INVITED 

TO WALKING WITH PURPOSE 

 

Do you desire to deepen your faith and connect with a circle of supportive women? Join us for Walk-

ing with Purpose— 

A Catholic women’s Bible Study program designed to help you fit faith into your 

busy life. Together, we will explore Scripture, share heartfelt conversations, and un-

cover the depth of God’s love for us. No prior Bible study experience is necessary, 

and no walking shoes required! Come exactly as you are!  

Our journey starts with Opening Your Heart, the place where transformation unfolds 

and new possibilities bloom. Together, we will explore the big questions that help us 

embrace all that God has in store. 

Sign up by email at walkingwithpurposeklaudia@gmail.com, pick up a form at the St. Aloysius Parish 
Office, or download one from our website   www.saintaloysiusonline.org.  

For more information, call Pat at 732-370-0500 ext. 204  
We meet on Thursday evenings at 7pm in Morello Hall. 

We can’t wait to welcome you--there’s always room for one more at the table! 

PG-13  2:04 Minutes 

mailto:walkingwithpurposeklaudia@gmail.com
http://www.saintaloysiusonline.org
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TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
 Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!
TMTMM

check out the 
latest offerings 
by your bulletin 

sponsors by
downloading 
our free app
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

For Advertising
Information

Contact 

Marva
Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842
mallen-campbell@jppc.net

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured

732-777-7888
www.morganwaterproofing.com

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU
GET IN A

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI
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