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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

July 12, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 12, 2026 

 Register for CCD 

We are pleased to announce that registration for our Religious Education Program is now available online 
through Parish Giving. All families enrolling children in the program must create a Parish Giving account and 
complete the online registration form, including tuition payment. 

Registration can be accessed by scanning the QR code allowing you to create your account and 
begin the enrollment process. If you have any questions or need assistance with creating your 
account or completing the registration process, please contact the Parish Giving Help Line using 
the information provided at the top of the application. Their support team is available to assist 
you with any questions you may have. 

We look forward to another wonderful year of faith formation and spiritual growth with your family. God bless! 

Belinda Mendez-Azzollini, Director of Religious Education (732) 928-4038 

Saturday, July 11, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
                 (The Anzalone Family) 
Sunday, July 12, 2026 
  9:00 am  Kristin Szilagyi 
                (The Calsetta Family) 

11:00 am  James Carlos Scott 
                (Kate Scott)              
Monday, July 13, 2026 

 

  9:00 am  The Keppler Family 
                (The Piacentino Family) 
Tuesday, July 14, 2026 
           For the Living 
  9:00 am  Alice, Eileen & Elaine 
                (Marie Gould) 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026 
  9:00 am  Columba Bina LoCicero 
                (The LoCicero Family) 
Thursday, July 16, 2026 
  9:00 am  Elizabeth Annino 
      (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo 
       Kylie Lowery) 
Saturday, July 18, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Eleanor H. Hintenach 
                 (Kevin Reusch) 
Sunday, July 19, 2026 
  9:00 am  Rosemary Faughnan 
                (The Kaba Family) 

11:00 am  Nick DeLuca & Jonathan Lantieri 
                (Donna & Dale Harms)              

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert,  

Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, 

Dennis Shwiner, Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, 

Stephen Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny 

Merwin, Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Mar-

gie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, Mark Hoffman,  Lisa 

Sassone, Mark Legato,  Bob Toth, Bernadette 

VanDerberg, Elizabeth Maras,  Charles Thomp-

son,  Mary Joyce, Kim McCafferty, Janet Noor-

dzy, Jennifer Aponte 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

JUNE 6 —  JUNE 7, 2026 

                Weekly Offerings $  3,496.00 
                      Utilities Fund $     345.00 
                     Online Giving $  1,618.00 

   Total $  5,459.00 
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries and programs of our parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

 

 

First Breath Initiative 
 

Today we honor one of our parishioners, Gabriella Graves. Gabby, 15 has cre-
ated, established and founded First Breath Initiative. The youth led program’s 
initiative is to support mothers and, most importantly, babies by collecting and 
redistributing gently used baby essentials like clothing, diapers, bottles, blan-
kets, and other infant items. A lot of families already have baby items their chil-
dren have outgrown, and she’s hoping to create a way for those items to be 
shared with families who need them and promote life.  
 
A major part of this initiative is making sure mothers facing unexpected circum-
stances have access to real, practical support, resources, and community care so 
they don’t feel alone in caring for their child, and they understand abortion is not 
their only option. The goal is to help provide mothers in need with life promoting 
alternatives and resources. Gabby says, “By turning these used baby necessities 
over to families in need, I am hoping to support the birth of new life. I believe 
that every human has value and that no woman should think that abortion is her 
only option, and by showing mothers that they have other choices,  access to 
baby essentials, and support, we can promote that.”  
 
In the coming weeks look for the bin located in the church where you can drop 
off your gently used items. All collected items would be sorted and distributed 
locally to people in need through community organizations that can help do so, 
and all pick-up/drop-off can be done by us. 
 
Congratulations Gabby on your spectacular achievements. 

https://sites.google.com/view/first-breath-initiative/home
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 12, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. During the summer 
   meetings are at St. Monica every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.    
  The Legion is always looking to recruit new members.   
  If you discern a divine connection to the Blessed  
  Mother, and feel she is calling you to join, please con 
  tact the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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Saturday, July 11 
  9:00  am Spring Clean-up in Picnic Area 
12:00  pm Mariani Memorial Mass 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, July 12 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
12:00  pm  KofC Officer Installation 
Monday, July 13 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Tuesday, July 14 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, July 15 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  7:00  pm COR Men’s Prayer Group 
Thursday, July 16 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Saturday, July 18 
  9:00  am Spring Clean-up Rain Day 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, July 19 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
12:00  pm Women of St. Monica Luncheon 
  1:30  pm Movies at St Monica -Broken Mary 
Monday, July 20 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Tuesday, July 21 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, July 22 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Thursday, July 23 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Saturday, July 25 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, July 26 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
Monday, July 27 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
Tuesday, July 28 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word w/Eucharist 
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 

Saints in July 
July 11: St. Benedict – The founder of the 
Benedictine Order and the patron saint of Eu-
rope. 

July 13: St. Henry  -  Patron Saint of Benedic-
tine Oblates. 

July 14: St. Kateri Tekakwitha – The first Na-
tive American to be canonized, known as the 
"Lily of the Mohawks." 

July 16: Our Lady of Mt. Carmel  -  A title for 
the Virgin Mary originating from her role as 
the patroness of the Carmelite order. Tradi-
tion holds that a Carmelite friar, St. Simon 
Stock, received a vision of the Blessed Mother 
presenting him with the Brown Scapular.  

July 22: St. Mary Magdalene – A devoted fol-
lower of Jesus and the first to see the Risen 
Christ. 

July 25: St. James the Apostle – One of the 
first disciples and a major figure in the early 
Church. 

July 26: Sts. Joachim and Anne – The par-
ents of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the 
grandparents of Jesus. 

July 31: St. Ignatius of Loyola – The founder 
of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits) and crea-
tor of the Spiritual Exercises.  

Wednesday, July 15th 7:00pm 
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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time - July 12, 2026 

 

 

 

 
 

It can be a contemporary office seeker’s response to a reporter. Or a remembered comment from a 
persecuted Christian missionary. Or your pastor’s statement in his homily last weekend. Or even a re-
mark made by your 6 year old granddaughter. You will note it. You may even remember it, at least for 
a while. But the odds are that you won’t retain it for long. It’s the way it is with us poor humans. Most of 
the time. 

But today we meet a glorious exception to the rule. Isaiah the prophet “nails it,” as we so often say. I 
refer to God’s holy Word and how powerful it is. Here is the prophet’s timeless assessment from to-
day’s First Reading: “ For as the rain and snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 
water the earth…so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I intend, and prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” 

This on God’s part, is not a wishful hope or a mere possibility. It is a bold 
proclamation made in confidence. As such, it should give us confidence 
when we truly hear it. So many other “words” across history have gotten lost 
or contradicted by actual events. But not God’s word. 

The parable of the Sower teaches us how indifferent responses to the word 
of the kingdom prove to be unfruitful. Distractions come first of all from the 
world; and then from the flesh; and finally, from the devil. 

On the other hand, fruit brought forth from the responsive heart is every-
where and abundant. “Fruit” is a word common in bible usage to represent 
the good works and faithfulness that flow from God’s grace. And that can be 
measured as a hundredfold, or sixty, or thirty. The measurement is God’s 
task. The producer of the response is either you or me or both. 

The story has been told of a new commander who was sent to an army fort on the American frontier. 
He soon was involved in a conference with an important Indian chief. Working through a translator, he 
nervously asked the chief a number of questions and was surprised to get no reply. After the meeting, 
he asked the translator why he had gotten no response. The translator replied, “That’s what we call 
Indian time.” “He has enough respect for your questions to go away and think about them before an-
swering them.” 

Maybe we all need to practice more “Indian time.” 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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Peace be with you Friends, our first reading this week is from the 55th 
chapter of the book of the prophet Isaiah. It's one of the most powerful 
reflections we have in the Bible on God's word. The power of God's word, 
the effect of God's word. Listen now as Isaiah speaks. 
 

“Just as from the heavens the rain and snow come down, and do not re-
turn there until they have watered the earth, so shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth.  In the beginning, God said, let there be light, 
and there was light.” God's word does not simply describe a state of 
affairs, it creates a state of affairs. This expression of God's mind accom-
plishes what it says. When God spoke to the prophets, they were changed.  
 

We hear, of course, in the Gospel of John, In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, and that through this Word all things were 
made. This creative Word of God. You know, this intuition links all religions. All the religions of the 
world basically believe in this creative power. But it also links religion to science, art, technology, and 
philosophy. In all these areas, we hear God's Word. But then, the Bible tells us there's something 
more. God speaks an even more pointed Word. Now, not a different God, same God who creates all 
things, but yet speaks a more pointed Word. This time addressed to the freedom of His intelligent 
creatures. Addressed to us, God's Word is an invitation into friendship. Revelation, we call this. 
 
Now, again in the words of John, the Word, yes, that same Word now becomes flesh, becomes this 
particular first century figure, Jesus of Nazareth. And in Him, we find the most pointed expression of 
God's invitation into friendship. In all these ways, God sows the seed of His Word. 
 

You know, some people over the centuries have been brought to faith through the ordered intelligi-
bility of the universe. Others are brought to faith through a deep meditation upon the prophets and 
teachers of the Old Testament. Others, then, through this living encounter with the Word made flesh. 
All of this is the background to our Gospel reading, this wonderful parable from the 13th chapter of 
Matthew's Gospel. Jesus speaks of the sower who sows the seed, some landing on good soil, some on 
rocky, some on thorny soil, some on soil with no roots.  
 

And He speaks of the different ways that the seed takes root. How is God's Word being sown? All the 
time, everywhere, in every place. And listen now, the most important thing you can do in your life the 
most important decision you have to make is how you respond to it. God's speaking all the time, eve-
rywhere, sometimes whispering, sometimes very indirectly. All through life’s daily events you get 
God's Word whispering to you, speaking to you. You might be hearing it in the words of Scripture. 
You might be hearing it from the lips of a preacher. 
 

The Lord says, The seed sown in the path is the one who hears the word of the kingdom without un-
derstanding it, and the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his heart. God's Word, sown 
now into your mind, into your heart, whether it comes through nature, through science, through the 
Scripture, through Christ himself, it's sown in you. But now, you can allow that seed to die if you do 
not seek to understand it. In the great Catholic tradition, the Word of God is always something we are 
called upon to reflect on. 
 

Second thing now, listen to what the Lord says. The seed sown on rocky ground is the one who hears 
the Word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root and lasts only for a short time. This too 
is very common in the religious life. You hear the Word of God, and it penetrates very deeply into 
you. And you receive it with great joy and enthusiasm. But you don't allow it to take deep root in you. 
Notice people who become very religious. It's like a match being lit, and it flares up, and they're full of 
enthusiasm. But then when troubles arise, doubts arise, you return to the ordinary routines of life, 
that faith can sort of dry up. You have to hang in there through the ups and downs of life if you want 
it to come to fruition in you.  
 

Last one. The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the Word, but then worldly anxiety and 
the lure of riches choke the Word and it bears no fruit. A third way now, the Word of God, can be 
stopped in you. You hear it, but then all the distractions of the world, money and fame and power 
and pleasure, all those distractions come in, and like thorns, they choke off the seed. When you hear 
the Word of God, you must make that the central, abiding preoccupation of your life. If you don't let 
that happen, that Word can also fade away. So, how do you respond? The Lord is sowing the seed of 
His Word every moment of every day in everything and everybody you encounter. The most im-
portant question in your life, how do you respond to it?  And may God bless you. 

Bishop Robert Barron 
15th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
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TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
 Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

Setting the Standard for
Quality Over 3 Decades

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold RemediationAll Work Guaranteed

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.morganwaterproofing.com    732-777-7888

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

FindingF BER
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

ROOFING •  CHIMNEYS • MASONRY • GUTTERS
We Find and Fix Leaks!

732-520-9554 | WWW.EXPERTCHIMNEYROOFING.COM

EXPERT CHIMNEY
 & ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated - Lic. #13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years | Serving All of New Jersey

20% OFF
ANY ROOF, CHIMNEY, 
GUTTER, MASONRY 
REPAIR & SENIORS

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF
REPLACEMENT

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey
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