
649 

 

 

 

Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

June 14, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - June 14, 2026 

 Readings for the Week – June 14, 2026 

Monday 1 Kgs 21:1-16 Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 6b-7 Mt 5:38-42 
Tuesday 1 Kgs 21:17-29 Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 11 and 16 Mt 5:43-48 
Wednesday 2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14 Ps 31:20, 21, 24 Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday Sir 48:1-14 Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7 Mt 6:7-15 
Friday 2 Kgs 11:1-4, 9-18, 20 Ps 132:11, 12, 13-14, 17-18 Mt 6:19-23 
Saturday 2 Chr 24:17-25 Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 31-32, 33-34 Mt 6:24-34 
Sunday Jer 20:10-13 Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 Rom 5:12-15 Mt 10:26-33  

Saturday, June 13, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Zyler Gould 
                (Marie Gould) 
Sunday, June 14, 2026 
  9:00 am  Robert Philpot 
                (Denis & Dee Balint) 
11:00 am  Daniel Petolino -  
                (Kate Scott & Bob Maras) 
Monday, June 15, 2026  

 

  9:00 am  Colomba Bina LoCicero 
                (The LoCicero Family) 
Tuesday, June 16, 2026 
  9:00 am  John Nochta 

      (Joyce Cladek) 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 
  9:00 am  Bob & Coletta Spuhler 
                (The Piacentino Family) 
Thursday, June 18, 2026 
  9:00 am  Elizabeth Annino 
                (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo) 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 
  4:00 pm  Fathers Day Intentions 
Sunday, June 21, 2026 
  9:00 am  Fathers Day Intentions 
                 

11:00 am  Fathers Day Intentions                 
                 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, 

Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, 

Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner, Andrew G 

Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela 

Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko, 

Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, 

Mark Hoffman,  Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato,  

Bob Toth, Bernadette VanDerberg, Elizabeth 

Maras,  Charles Thompson,  John Catena, Mary 

Joyce, Kim McCafferty, Janet Noordzy 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

MAY 4 —  MAY 10, 2026 

                Weekly Offerings $  3,692.54 
                      Utilities Fund $     424.00 
                     Online Giving $  1,583.00 
        Total        $  5,699.54 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

Remember 
Father’s Day Intentions  

have to be submitted to 

the office by Wednes-

day morning June 17th 

in order to make 

the Father’s Day 

edition of our 

bulletin honor- 

ing our Dad’s.  

There are envelopes 

at the tables at each 

exit door. 
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11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - June 14, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. During the summer 
   meetings are at St. Monica every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.    
  The Legion is always looking to recruit new members.   
  If you discern a divine connection to the Blessed  
  Mother, and feel she is calling you to join, please con 
  tact the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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Saturday, June 13 
10:00  am Altar Server Training 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, June 14  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass 
12:00  pm Emerson Avery Merwin Baptism 
  2:00  pm Jeannie Sweeney Concert 
Monday, June 15 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, June 16 
  9:00  am Mass  
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Wednesday, June 17 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm Men’s COR Prayer Group 
Thursday, June 18 
  9:00  am Mass 
Saturday, June 20 
  1:00  pm Baptism 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
  4:45  pm Women of St. Monica Bake Sale 
Sunday, June 21—Women of St Monica Bake Sale 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass  
Monday, June 22 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, June 23 
  9:00  am Mass  
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, June 24 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist 
Thursday, June 25 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus Meeting 
Saturday, June 27 
10:30  pm Hanson Baptism 
  1:00  pm McIlhinney Wedding  
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, June 28 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass  
Monday, June 29 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, June 30 
  9:00  am Mass  
  5:30  pm Legion of Mary 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                               A friendly reminder  that  

                               there will once again be 

                               a second collection on 

                         June 13th and 14th to help  

                      defray some of the costs of the 

 Best Practices initiatives recommended by  

 the state and diocese. Also, we hope to see  

 you at the Town Hall meeting on Tuesday,  

 June 16th at 7:00pm featuring guest  

 Speaker Mr. Adrian Mendez, Director of   

 Security for the Trenton Diocese. He will ad-   

 dress any questions you might have about    

 the best practice changes.reccommended    

 by the Diocese and State for Houses of Wor 

 ship. Thank you for your understanding  and   

 your cooperation. 
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11th Sunday in Ordinary Time - June 14, 2026 

 

 

 

 

The popularity of TV game shows is proof positive that a lot of us like watching other people deal with 
both opportunity and choice. No matter which option they choose, there are always consequences. It 
is the nature of the game and the fun it provides. 

Our lives, however, they may be demeaned by some as a “game,” are so much more. Certainly, more 
than TV shows. True, they involve both opportunity and choice, but the consequences are much more 
significant and lasting than prize money or some game show reward. 

Robert Frost’s poem celebrates people who take “the road less traveled by.” The poet celebrates ex-
ceptional souls unafraid to be different. I believe we can confidently count the Twelve men Jesus 
chose as His Apostles to be just such special people. 

Granted that the initial choice of them was all the Lord’s, yet each man responded positively to the call 
according to his unique nature. For all their acknowledged limitations, each man knew from the start 
that following this most charismatic a Leader as Jesus of Nazareth surely was the right decision and 
the only choice that mattered. 

It did not take long for each of the Twelve to realize that there were 
consequences attached to the Lord’s choice. True, they may have en-
joyed some of the acclaim Jesus received in His short public life in 
their days as preachers. But for sure they suffered for their loyalty and 
dedication to Him. 

Sadly, we know that one of them experienced enough disillusion to 
become a traitor. All but one of them fled their positions at Christ’s side 
on the very day it mattered most. Only the youngest, out of the Eleven 
stayed with Him at the foot of the cross. Yet all but John died as mar-
tyrs. 

We can all learn from their stories. To start, there is their very ordinari-
ness that offers us encouragement if we are willing to admit that is us 
as well. None of them, for example, excelled as business leaders. No 
high scholarly degrees or academic honors came their way; they were 
none of them stars in the worlds of Arts and Literature. But oh, how 
they turned out to be models of faith, hope, and charity! Of loyalty and 

love of God. Champions of that rare human achievement of being exactly what God wanted them to 
be, and of doing His holy will to the best of their ability. 

The following worthwhile opinion is attributed to Theodore Roosevelt: 

It is not the critic who counts, not the one who points out how the strong man stumbles or how the do-
er of deeds might have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose 
face is marred with sweat and dust and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes short again 
and again; who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in a worthy 
cause; who, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly. That his place shall never be with those cold 
and timid souls who know neither victory nor defeat. 

God love you and give you His peace. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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Peace be with you, Friends. As we resume in the 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time, I want to talk to you about 
                                             vocations, vocations specifically to the priesthood. It's not something I talk 
                                             about that often in these Sunday sermons, but today’s reading just jumped out 
                                             at me. When I was a kid, when the priesthood was proposed or the priesthood 
                                             was imaged or presented, it sang to me. It resonated in me very deeply, not 
                                             against marriage, but at least for me in a deeper way. And so here I am now, 

   many years later, I've been a priest for 40 years, been a bishop now for almost 
  11 years.  But I'm looking up at my church and honest to God, I'm feeling the 
      same thing. I felt that same sense of, yes, yes, that's what God wants me to 
    do. That's the person God wants me to be. My brother and I are only 15    
  months apart, same parents, same education, same school, same everything. 

And my brother never felt a call to the priesthood, but I did. 
 

Now, here's why I'm thinking about this. Because our gospel for today from Matthew says: “At the sight of 
the crowds, Jesus' heart was moved with pity for them because they were troubled and abandoned like 
sheep without a shepherd.” You see, the Lord says to Ezekiel, I myself will come and shepherd my people. 
His heart moved with pity. It's the compassionate Christ who wants to shepherd his people because they're 
troubled and abandoned. 
 

What's the priest called upon to do? To participate in this shepherding role of Christ. To feel that same pity, 
that same compassion for Christ abandoned and troubled people. Are there lots of troubled and aban-
doned people around today? Absolutely. 
 

A lot of people are like sheep without a shepherd, and the same Christ is looking out in the same way at 
his church and feeling that same compassion. Listen, then he said to his disciples, the harvest is abundant, 
but the laborers are few. So, ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest. What's he 
talking about? - The priesthood. 
 

Yes, Christ could, I suppose, shepherd the whole church by himself, but he gives us the privilege and pre-
rogative of sharing in his work. This is who I want to be. Someone that shares in Christ's shepherding min-
istry. I know there are people right now who feel that same attraction. If you're reading this right now. If you 
sense that, don't ignore it. If it's something that comes back to you again and again and again, even as you 
try to turn from it, but it comes back to you, that's a sign. 
 

From the gospel again, “He gave them authority over unclean spirits.” Are there unclean spirits around? 
You betcha. And Christ calls shepherds, pastors, warriors, and he gives them authority over these spirits. 
The real priesthood is this tough warrior's work. You don't dialogue with evil spirits. You drive them out. 
And it's priests who have been given that authority to do it, to cure every disease and every illness. I've 
known some priests who do indeed have the charism of physical healing. But more broadly speaking, dis-
ease and illness of the heart, of the mind, of the spirit, and authority now to heal. Priests are healers. 
 

Look at the 12 disciples. These are hardly paragons of humanity. But yet the Lord called them and he 
equipped them and gave them authority over unclean spirits. He might be calling you. Jesus sent out these 
12, instructing them thus, do not go into pagan territory or enter a Samaritan town. Go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.  
 

There is plenty of work right now in our country, in our culture to find the lost sheep of the house of Israel. I 
mean, people who were born and raised Christian or Catholic, but who wandered far from Christ. That's 
the call of our time. Maybe you right now are feeling that call. Don't ignore it. Respond to it. Go and make 
the proclamation. The kingdom of heaven is at hand. But see, the priest is called upon to declare a differ-
ent kingdom, the kingdom of heaven, the one that's come in power in Christ. And now we need people to 
proclaim it and to make it a reality. There's the call of the priest. 
 

There are armies of people who are sick, who are leprous, who are demon possessed, who are spiritually 
dead, right? You know a lot of them. Maybe you've been there. You know about that. 
 

You've been given gifts, grace. I think of my own vocation as that. It was a great grace. And it was weirdly 
awakened the other night when I looked up at my church and thought, yes, that's the life for me. That's 
what I'm supposed to do. Without cost, it was a grace. So now, without cost, you are to give. So give it 
without cost. Think about it. We need you, people right now reading this, who might feel this summons 
from Christ. Don't ignore it. Follow it. I have found it to be the source of the greatest joy in my life. That 
from the time I was a little kid, I allowed that call to kind of echo within my own soul. 

 

And God bless you. 

Bishop Robert Barron 
11th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 
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TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

REPAIRS
MASONRY • DECK • STEPS • GUTTERS

$1500 OFF
Any New Roof, 
Chimney, Deck 
Replacement

We Find &
Fix Leaks!

ROOFING &
CHIMNEY

Call ERIC
the Owner.

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutters, Masonry, 

Deck, Steps • Repairs
SENIORS • VETERANS

7325899967
www.royalproconstructionnj.com

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
 Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

Serving All of New Jersey and Bucks County, PA

Leaks!

Setting the Standard for
Quality Over 3 Decades

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold RemediationAll Work Guaranteed

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.morganwaterproofing.com    732-777-7888

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

FindingF BER
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

ROOFING •  CHIMNEYS • MASONRY • GUTTERS
We Find and Fix Leaks!

732-520-9554 | WWW.EXPERTCHIMNEYROOFING.COM

EXPERT CHIMNEY
 & ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated - Lic. #13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years | Serving All of New Jersey

20% OFF
ANY ROOF, CHIMNEY, 
GUTTER, MASONRY 
REPAIR & SENIORS

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF
REPLACEMENT

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey
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