CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA

Go therefore
and make

disciples of
all nations.

Matthew 28:19

May 17, 2026
Our Parish is Served by:
Masses Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor Confessions
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am Deacon Christian Knoebel S3a?srdays
: :15 pm
. iatu;day 4(1& p;ri Deacon John L. White 0 3:45 pm
S e am We invite you to celebrate with us Facebook:
website: www.saintmonica.com V{f;jjsﬁfg’ﬁ';ﬁ‘;:}’
679 W. Veterans Highway Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Jackson, NJ 08527 Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853
Religious Education:732-928-4038
. : PROMISE TO
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com PROTECT
- The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and mn
. . caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives ‘J
A Wfﬁw the message of Christ, seeks to support and pL D
Rev'val wasor strengthen family life, and serves those in need

through parish ministries and organizations.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER, THE ASCENSION - MAY 17, 2026

MASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, May 16, 2026
9:00 am Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone
(The Anzalone Family)
Sunday, May 17, 2026
9:00 am Linda Martinowich Sasso
(Emily and Joe DeScenza)
11:00 am Lawrence & Barbara Zappulla
(Arlene Toth)
Monday, May 18, 2026
9:00 am Michelle Ionno
(Me1 Wong)
Tuesday, May 19, 2026
9:00 am Mary Beth Spirk
(Julie Holman)
Wednesday, May 20, 2026
9:00 am David Sweeny
(Caroline & Deacon John White)
Thursday, May 21, 2026
9:00 am Elizabeth Annino
(Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)
Saturday, May 23, 2026
9:00 am Emily & David Santangelo
(Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)
Sunday, May 24, 2026
9:00 am Tony Sasso
(Emily and Joe DeScenza)
11:00 am Elizabeth Scott - Michael Scott -
(Kate Scott Maras & Janet Noordzy)

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Dotis Garbarino, Melissa
Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-
chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine
Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine
Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto,
Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-
chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann
Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob
Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol
Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert,
Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle,
Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner, Andrew G
Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela
Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko,
Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty,
Mark Hoffman, Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato,
Bob Toth, Bernadette VanDerberg, Elizabeth
Maras, Charles Thompson, John Catena, Mary
Joyce, Kim McCafferty, Janet Noordzy

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can

be removed.

28,29, 30 Rom 8:22-27 Jn 7:37-39

-23 or Jn 14:15-16, 23b-26

Readings for the Week - May 17, 2026

Monday Acts 19:1-8 Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab Jn 16:29-33

Tuesday Acts 20:17-27 Ps 68:10-11, 20-21 Jn 17:1-11a

Wednesday Acts 20:28-38 Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab Jn 17:11b-19

Thursday Acts 22:30; 23:6-11 Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 Jn 17:20-26

Friday Acts 25:13b-21 Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab Jn 21:15-19

Saturday Acts 28:16-20, 30-31 Ps 11:4, 5 and 7 Jn 21:20-25

Sunday Vigil Gen 11:1-9 or Ex 19:3-8a, 16-20b or Ez 37:1-14 or J1 3:1-5 Ps 104:1-2, 24, 35, 27-

Sunday Day Acts 2:1-11 Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13 or Rom 8:8-17/ Jn 20:19
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TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine,
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven
who looked with mercy upon your tears
over your wayward son. His conversion
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of
your prayers.

Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray
with us for all those sons and daughters
that have wandered away from God, and to
add your prayers to those of all mothers
who are worried over their children. Pray
also for us that, following your example, we
may, in the company of our children, one
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in
Heaven. Amen. St. Monica pray for us.

Weekly Offerings § 4,114.05
Online Giving § 1,258.00
Total $ 5,372.05

Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries, programs and facilities of our
parish.
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday  9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents
are required to attend our Baptism preparation class
or take the convenient online presentation. Please
call the Parish Office to register for the class held on
the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop
by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the
class.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by

Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an
international order of more than 2 million
Catholic men who are called to lead with
faith, protect our families, serve others,
and defend Catholic values in busy s
changing world. St Monica Council #11529 E'
long history of support for the parish and any local
charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR
Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.
St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry
The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful
initiative where individuals and the community come
together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted
away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.
Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and
son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took
1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Visits to the Sick and Homebound

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families
and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.
OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one

year period of preparation for marriage in The
Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary

Members participate in the life of the parish through
a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at

St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving

to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for
more info.

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
or if you know someane who was, you can report that
abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-883-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@diocesecftrenton.org

PROMISE TO

PROIFECT

X lm*"t

PLEDGE TO
HEAL
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CALENDAR

Saturday, May 16
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 17
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, May 18
9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, May 19
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice
Wednesday, May 20
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, May 21
9:00 am Mass
Saturday, May 23
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 24
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, May 25 - Parish Office Closed
Memorial Day — No Masses Scheduled
Tuesday, May 26
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice
Wednesday, May 27
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, May 28
9:00 am Mass
Saturday, May 30
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 31
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, June 1
9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, June 2
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
7:15 pm Adult Choir Practice
Wednesday, June 3
9:00 am Mass
9:30 am Adoration
Thursday, June 4
9:00 am Mass
6:00 pm Pre Baptismal Training
4:00 pm Mass

PRAYER FOR MR TROMES

O Prince of peace, we humbly ask your pro-
tection for all our men and women in military
service. Give them unflinching courage to de-
fend with honor, dignity and devotion, the
rights of all who are imperiled by injustice and
evil. Be their rock, their shield, and their
stronghold and let them draw their strength
from you.

Almighty and eternal God, those who take
refuge in you will be glad and forever will
shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they
discharge their duties. Protect them with the
shield of your strength and keep them safe
from all evil and harm. May the power of your
love enable them to return home in safety,
that with all who love them, they may ever
praise you for your loving care. We ask this
through Christ our Lord .

Amen

— ok Wk A ——
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DAYS UNTIL
MEMURlAl DAY

i MAY 25, 2026

(MONDAY)

v
HONORING HERDES WHO
GAVE EVERYTHING FOR FREEDOM

»God Bless Our Troopsy
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Refle ction

By Rev. Leonard N. Peterson

Theology often reaches for the stars but sometimes cancels the trip because it gets lost in technical
language that holds it back. To speak with any warmth about the great “Uncaused Cause” is not the
language of poetry or song. So it is delightful for us to learn from Holy Scripture that our God is a lov-
ing family of Three Persons bound together by love. We hear about it and soon enough we not only
long to be known by God but also to be loved by Him as well. Scripture tells us we are.

So it is that the original members of the Church had a certain confidence born from meeting and living
with the risen Christ. When He promised them that He would send an Advocate, or Counselor, they
automatically took Him at His word. So, what to do in the meantime? Pray.

Ah, there it is, the one item we frequently forget about when we’re in a difficult “place” in our lives, or
when we have run out of our own resources to stay patient, hopeful, or confident.

Scholars of the Bible tell us, after reflecting on a passage like the one
we hear today from John’s Gospel, that to possess life is to know the
living Trinity in a bond of love. But how do bonds of love form? How do
friendships thrive and grow? By spending time with the other person.
By experiencing all the twists and turns involved in living on this great
blue ball spinning on its axis day after day with God at our center. That
is the essence of prayer. We do it often with words but sometimes with
our respectful silence. Considering who we are with, our very Savior,
listening is more of a priority than any of our talk.

In this world of talk all around us, available “24/7/365,” as they say,
you might think listening is not important, or maybe a non-productive
exercise in futility. What does the psalmist have God say? “Be still and
know that | am God.” Turn off the big turntable of distraction and the
smaller one of “ego” that makes us off-center. Stop what you’re doing
and be “in the tent” with God as Moses was in the Exodus. Set aside
perhaps 15 minutes to start and decide that in your day, “this belongs
to God.” Let it become a habit. It will keep you focused and calm at

your center over time.

I note that our local PBS radio station offers a meditation time every day at 11:00 AM. That is the idea.
Even if 11:00 AM might not be your best time, it shows that the producers of the program honor the
habit of stopping the rush and being a thoughtful and loving person with God as your companion. The
gathering of the Apostles with Mary and some other devoted women in that Upper Room as a unified
family reflects the family oneness of the three Divine Persons. Today the Third Person comes to them
with sound and power, signifying everything they need to know. And they rejoice in a rare peace
through something called “prayer.”

“Prayer provides power, poise, peace, and purpose.”
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MARIAN CONGERTJAND
{ISTORY(RERFORMANC

EEATIURING

JEANNIE SWEENEY
JOE MUSCENTE

R

Sunday, June 14th at 2PM

St. Monica’s Church

679 W Veteran’s Highway
Jackson, New Jersey 08527

FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING

MUSIC CD'S WILL BE SOLD WITH
CD DONATIONS GOING TO GIANNA'S HOUSE IN YONKERS
(HELPING PREGNANT WOMEN IN CRISIS) AR

Contact
Caroline White at (732) 829-5299
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We are nearing the close of Phase One of the St. Monica Safety Plan and we apologize if
these changes have left a bad taste in your mouth but they have been implemented from the
Diocese and the State of New Jersey from Security and Safety directives for schools and
Houses of Worship. These protocols will eventually be required by all churches and houses of
worship, St. Monica just happened to be one of the first asked to comply. Additional improve-
ments that have been completed already are as follows:

Established single point-entry for both Religious Education Students and Parishioners.
Installed motion detection 360 degree LED lights around the church.

Coordinated with ushers to setup cones for safe walkway

Installed outdoor cameras to provide 360 degrees surveillance around the Church.
Installed Ring Doorbells cameras on 6 exterior Church doors.

Installed deadbolt locks to 4 interior Church doors.

Developed evacuation (egress) diagrams with primary and secondary re-assembly areas.
Purchased walkie talkies and 1 bull horn for communication and instructions.

Replaced 2 door's safety lock bars.

Installation of extenders and boosters to improve WiFi signals in church

+ =+ =+ =+ + + + + —+

-+

As more changes are implemented we will keep you informed and we are looking into having
Diocese and state officials address the parish ahead of any new updates and changes.
N4~
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FRANCIS Offerings.at Francis_ House of Prayer

HOUSE Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House

S mniaies 84 Walnford Road * Allentown, NJ 08501
609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our other offer-
ings! All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated.

SPRING CLEANING WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT

Monday, May 28 9:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Spring is the perfect time to refresh not only our homes and gardens, but our spiritual lives as well.
Spend the afternoon with the Holy Spirit as we “dust off” His gifts and discover how they are alive with-
in us. Enjoy quiet moments of personal prayer and guided reflection, as together we open ourselves to
grace, clarity, and renewal. Led by Laura Sarubbi. Donation: $25, with lunch; Zoom $20.

PERSONAL RETREAT DAY

Wednesday, June 10  9:30 AM — 2:30 PM
Take a day away from the busyness of your life. Come to Francis House for silence, personal prayer
and optional spiritual direction. The day begins and ends with a brief prayer together. Please bring a
bag lunch. Come to as many as you can. Donation: $10;
$40 with spiritual direction.

ANNUAL CLEANING PARTY

Friday, June 19 9:00 AM to Noon OR 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Please come and help us clean Francis House. Bring your favorite cleaning supplies. Choose a shift
that is convenient for you and call 609-877-0509 with your choice. Actually, it's fun! Thanks so much.
Breakfast & lunch provided.



mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/
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Peace be with you. Friends, we come together today on the 7th Sunday of
Easter to the wonderful feast of the Ascension of the Lord, a very important
feast and one that has all sorts of interesting theological and spiritual implica-
tions.

| want to draw your attention to our first reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
The risen Christ is gathered with His disciples on the mountain. When they
. had gathered together, they asked Him, Lord, are you at this time going to
Bishop PO S e Il restore the kingdom to Israel?

7th Sunday of Easter _ _
The Ascénsion Jesus answered them, It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the

Father has established by His own authority, but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and to all the world. Now,
here's the important thing for us. Like the disciples, we very often want to ask Okay, Lord, when is all this
going to come to fruition? Is it going to happen? What's it all about? When is all of this going to make
sense? Reasonable enough questions, | suppose. And we hear the same answer, It's not for you to worry
about. That's not the question you need to get resolved. Rather, what? The Holy Spirit will come upon you
with power, and now go and witness to me around the world. In other words, don't worry about the ultimate
resolution of all of this. Rather, get to work.

Now, | talked about Jesus moving to a higher dimension. Don't think of the Ascension as Jesus moving,
you know, up through space within our dimensional system. Rather, the Ascension means that Jesus has
now been translated into a higher dimension. We can call it heaven. But Heaven's a symbol, you know, the
heavens, the sky, and the clouds. That's a symbol for what transcends our ordinary experience. Think of
lines forming a square. It's two-dimensional. Now, raise that to three dimensions if the square becomes a
cube. So, how many squares can fit in that cube? Well, an infinite number. At the higher dimension, it be-
comes inclusive of what is at the lower dimension. Jesus has ascended into heaven. Again, don't think of it
as he's staying within our dimensional system He's moved to a higher pitch of existence.

So this is the image now of the ascended Christ who reigns and commands. The way a military leader, cer-
tainly would have gone up to a height from which you could survey the entire field of battle and give the
commands how best to direct it. He's the commanding Lord now of the church, which participates in him.
The mystical body, which is now being directed by the risen and ascended Christ. Stop looking up into
heaven wondering when he'll come back, but rather get to work. He's going to send the Holy Spirit in pow-
er, and then he's going to direct you.

All of us are members of the mystical body. Do we see the grand plan? Is the Lord going to bring the king-
dom to fruition? That's not for you to worry about. You worry about doing what the Spirit commands you to
do.

When | was ordained did | understand the grand plan that the cardinal had in mind? No, much less the
grand plan that Christ had in mind. But | had a confidence, | still have it, that in obeying that command, |
was doing what | was supposed to do. | was making my contribution to the great task.

But here's where it links to the ascension. Because Jesus is not just an ordinary human being, because
he's God from God, light from light, true God from true God, that act of his on the cross has an eternal di-
mension. It's not just happening at that one place in time 2,000 years ago, but it's been brought up into the
heavenly temple where Jesus now eternally presents his sacrifice to the Father. That's the ascended
Christ dwelling, as it were, in the heavenly temple. And every time we gather for mass and we represent
the sacrifice of Jesus, we are in that same heavenly place. That's why at every mass, you should think
about the ascension of Jesus in that heavenly temple, and we join our prayer and sacrifice to his. And this
has been true for Christians up and down the ages, because Christ eternally stands outside of time.

So you can look up to heaven and say hey, when's he coming back? When will all this make sense? Just
don't worry about it. Rather, when the Spirit comes, get to work. Do what you're told. Follow the prompting
of the Spirit, even if you don't fully understand what you're doing. And | would also say, participate in the
great sacrifice of the mass. In both those ways, we will realize the importance of this feast of the ascension
of Jesus.

And God bless you all.
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SAVE THE DATE!

ST. MONICA PARISH
FESTIVAL

AUGUST 30, 2026
PICNIC 12-4PM AFTER
11AM OUTDOOR MASS

The Youth Group

thanks everyone who purchased a plant from
our Mother's Day plant sale. We appreciate all
your support and kindness. We profited approx-
imately $900.00 from this sale. These funds will

be used to help purchase life vacs for our

church. These life saving devices are used
when someone is choking and are a part of our new EOP. We will
also be using these funds for fun activities like the service project with the Diocese of Trenton
in July and the Lakewood Blue Claws game in August.

The youth group is open to any parishioner between 7" and 12" grade. We meet on the sec-
ond Friday of each month at 6:00 pm. Please come out and join us where we are building
friendships through our faith. For any questions please contact
Theresa Calsetta at 732-299-0261.
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