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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

May 3, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Fifth Sunday 0f Easter - May 3, 2026 

 Readings for the Week – May 3, 2026 

Monday Acts 14:5-18 Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday Acts 14:19-28 Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday Acts 15:1-6 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 Jn 15:1-8 
Thursday Acts 15:7-21 Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 10 Jn 15:9-11 
Friday Acts 15:22-31 Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday Acts 16:1-10 Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 Jn 15:18-21 
Sunday Acts 8:5-8, 14-17 Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 1 Pt 3:15-18 Jn 14:15-21  

Saturday, May 2, 2026 
  9:00 am  Eleanor H. Hintenach 
                (Tony & Greta Turner) 
Sunday, May 3, 2026 
  9:00 am  Patricia Jedlowski 
       (The Loftus Family) 
11:00 am  John Nicoletti 
                (Phyllis Calabrese) 
Monday, May 4, 2026 

 

  9:00 am  The Souls in Purgatory 
                (A Friend) 
Tuesday, May 5, 2026 
  9:00 am  Pasquale Fallone 

      (Gerards Fallone) 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 
  9:00 am  Melody Sorge 
                (James Sorge) 
Thursday, May 7, 2026 
  9:00 am  Cheryl Vega 
                (The Debiak Family) 
Saturday, May 9, 2026 
  9:00 am  Mother’s Day Mass Intentions 
Sunday, May 10, 2026 
  9:00 am  Mother’s Day Mass Intentions 
11:00 am  Mother’s Day Mass Intentions 
                 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, 

Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, 

Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner, Andrew G 

Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela 

Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko, 

Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, 

Mark Hoffman,  Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato,  

Bob Toth, Bernadette VanDerberg, Elizabeth 

Maras,  Charles Thompson,  John Catena, Mary 

Joyce, Kim McCafferty, Janet Noordzy 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

MARCH 23 —  29, 2026 

      Weekly Offerings $  4,981.51 

                     Online Giving $  1,858.00 

        Total        $  6,839.51 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

The Diocese of Trenton and the State of New 
Jersey are taking great steps to keep the 
Church of St. Monica a safe and pleasant spir-
itual house of worship. There will be more 
about this in the coming weeks but implement-
ing these procedures and changes will cost 
money. To help offset the costs of the Emer-
gency Operation Plan (EOP), there will be a 
second collection at the masses on the 3rd 
week of May (May 16-17, 2026). If you would 
like more information on the EOP see Deacon 
John or contact the Parish Office. 
 
 
The youth group is growing. We are changing 
our meeting time to every SECOND Friday of 
each month at 6:00 pm beginning June 12th in 
little church. This group is open to all children 
from 7th-12th grade. Youth groups are interac-
tive, fun, and build lifelong friendships. Come 
out and join us. Any questions, please contact 
Theresa Calsetta at 732-299-0261.  
 
The diocese is hosting its annual Youth Mass 
at Six Flags Great Adventure on May 17th. The 
admission is FREE for season pass holders, 
includes the rides, food, and a live band for en-
tertainment. See the flyer inside this bulletin. 
Register early by just scanning the QR code.  

 

 

 

Don’t forget the deadline for your Mother’s 
Day mass intentions is coming up very 
soon. Envelopes are located at each table 
entrance and can be placed in the collection 
baskets or submitted to the Parish Office no 
later than 3:00pm May 6th to make the bulle-
tin publication. 

 

The youth group will be holding their Moth-
er's Day Plant sale after all masses on May 
9 and May 10th so show your support to 
them and mom by purchasing a beautiful 
hanging basket or small plant. They are very 
colorful and last all summer long. Cash and 
checks accepted. Thank you for your support.  
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Fifth Sunday 0f Easter - May 3, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 5 

 
Saturday, May 2 
10:00  am First Holy Communion   
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass (KofC Membership / Donuts) 
  Baby Bottle Boomerang begins 
Sunday, May 3 
  KofC Membership Drive Donut Sunday 
  Baby Bottle Boomerang begins 
   9:00  am Mass 
 11:00  am Mass 
 12:00  pm Women of St. Monica Meeting (LC) 
Monday, May 4 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, May 5 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, May 6 
  9:00  am Mass 
  9:30  am Adoration 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, May 7 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Saturday, May 9 
10:00  am Garcia Sales Baptism 
12:00  pm Our Lady of Fatima Outdoor Rosary     
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, May 10 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass  
Monday, May 11 
  9:00  am Mass 
Tuesday, May 12 
  9:00  am Mass  
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, May 13 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, May 14 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Saturday, May 16 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, May 17 
  9:00  am Mass 
11:00  am Mass  
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Fifth Sunday 0f Easter - May 3, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

Any holder of seaside property knows that he or she has an obligation to respect the laws of shifting 
tides and occasional flooding. Neglecting either would prove to be foolish. So, he or she wisely makes 
sure the house is built solidly on rock, or perhaps on strong piers rising from the sand high enough to 
escape damage. 

The whole strategy can easily become a metaphor for our spiritual lives, which must have a firm foun-
dation upon Christ as our Rock, or on the strong piers of belief and trust, enabling us to rise above any 
contemporary threat or cultural deviation. 

Our modern Western culture follows upon two millennia’s worth of threats to belief—a veritable stock-
pile of weapons, if you will—arising either from within or, at other times, from without the Church. From 
within, we can cite heresies that have plagued our community from its earliest days. God chose great 
saints, holy men and women, who used their prayer-driven insights and called upon heroic courage to 

fight these enemies of truth and lead the Church to new positions of 
strength. Often, they were obvious errors, like denying Christ’s divinity 
despite the Scriptural proclamation. 

Today, I believe the threats are more subtle. They cloak themselves in 
comfortable disguises so that they look just like good common sense. 
Take materialism, for example—the misguided belief that being rich is 
the way to true happiness. Most of the people in the advertising uni-
verse seem young and energetic and bursting with happiness as they 
hold a certain product in their hands. Or perhaps they are more mature 
and tell us about investments that have made them comfortable and 
worry-free. Just one false tenet of a fake joy. 

So we must be vigilant. We must know Christ’s teachings, which are 
the same as Church teachings, and hold to them when these “storms” 
come along. As the old hymn reminds us, time and time again: “The 
Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ the Lord.” 

I don’t understand electricity, but I’m no fool. I’m not going to sit around in the dark until I do. The same 
is true of salvation. I don’t fully understand how God could become man, how He could die as the ba-
sis for my forgiveness, or how He could give you and me a new life. But only a fool would ignore such 
a great opportunity to build a life upon it just because he didn’t understand it. 

God love you and give you His Easter peace. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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Peace be with you, friends. On this fifth Sunday of Easter, we have these mar-
velous readings that are linked in a really interesting way, but I think you've 
got to be attentive to a somewhat hidden theme that runs like a golden thread 
through them, and the theme is the Temple. The Temple in Jerusalem was 
the focal point of Jewish life. 
 

Reading one is from the Acts of the Apostles. The first part of it is all about the 
choosing of deacons. Well, the priests, these early, early figures, understood 
that, the link between what they were doing in the Temple and what Jesus 
accomplished. Now, listen to reading two, which is from First Letter of Peter. 
 

Peter, who would have been, you know, intimately aware of the Temple and 
its workings, he says, Beloved, come to him, Christ, a living stone rejected by 

human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God. Well, I submit to you, the stone being referred 
to here is the cornerstone of the Temple, rejected by men but made by God the cornerstone of the true 
Temple, this place of right praise. Now, you say, well, wait a minute, why would you automatically think 
he's talking about the Temple? Well, listen to what comes right after. 
 

So, come to Jesus, the stone chosen by God, and then listen, let yourselves be built like living stones into 
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ. Now, that couldn't be any clearer. So, Christ is the cornerstone. 
 

Ah, now the attentive reader will remember in the Gospel of John when Jesus says, I'm going to tear down 
this old Temple and in three days rebuild it, referring to the Temple of his body. Now, we understand what 
the church is. We understand what those priests, those early Temple priests understood, that in Jesus and 
his church, the work of the Temple is brought to fulfillment. 
 

Now, what does this mean? The Temple was the place where God and humanity came together, where 
the human sacrifice was offered to God and the divine grace accepted that sacrifice and a reconciliation 
between God and humanity was effected. That's what the Temple meant. It was a kind of tristing place be-
tween divinity and humanity where a ruptured relationship was healed. We, embodying our relationship to 
Christ to the wider world, now serve to bring people to the Lord. 
 

What's a priest? A priest offers sacrifice. What does sacrifice do? It reconciles divinity and humanity. Every 
baptized person is priest, prophet, and king. What do we do as members of the church? We tell the world, 
we prophesize, we speak the divine word to draw people into a relationship with the Lord. There it is. We're 
the temple, we're the temple, the place of right praise. 
 

All right, so reading one, the priest. Reading two, the church is being built up on the cornerstone of Christ 
into an edifice of living stones. Now, the gospel. 
 

Jesus, on the night before he dies, addresses his disciples and says, do not let your hearts be troubled, 
but have faith in God and faith also in me. Why? In my father's house, there are many dwelling places 
What's the father's house? Most early Jews would say the temple. That's where the God of Israel dwells. 
But now wait, the Jerusalem temple, the temple of the church, the edifice of living stones, both of those are 
finally symbolic of and anticipations of the truest temple, which is what? Heaven. 
 

The Holy Spirit is the love that connects the Father and the Son. Is there room for all of us? Yeah, in my 
Father's house, there are many dwelling places. Thomas says, Master, we don't know where you're going. 
How can we know the way? Jesus says, I am the way. How do you get into the Father's house? Follow 
him. He said I'm also the truth and the life. That means I'm the way in and I'm the goal of the process be-
cause the mansion I'm inviting you into is the mansion of God's own inner life. 
 

See, Christianity is not just about being a nice person in this world. It's not just about making the world a 
better place.  What it's finally about is this mystical insertion into the definitive temple, the definitive place of 
right praise. It's the heavenly temple, the Father's house, where there's room for all of us in the great space 
of the Holy Spirit. That, everybody, is the consummation really of what we call the resurrection of the Lord. 
That's the consummation of the whole life of the church to be gathered into that sacred temple. 
 

And may God bless you. 

Bishop Robert Barron 
5th Sunday of Easter 
Dwelling Place of God 
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

  HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

For Advertising
Information

Contact 

Marva
Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842
mallen-campbell@jppc.net

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1200 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair, SENIORS

& Military Service

We Find & Fix Leaks!

Family Owned and Operated for Over 4 Decades

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed Fully Licensed & Insured

732-777-7888
www.morganwaterproofing.com
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING •  CHIMNEYS • MASONRY • GUTTERS
We Find and Fix Leaks!

732-520-9554 | WWW.EXPERTCHIMNEYROOFING.COM

EXPERT CHIMNEY
 & ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated - Lic. #13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years | Serving All of New Jersey

20% OFF
ANY ROOF, CHIMNEY, 
GUTTER, MASONRY 
REPAIR & SENIORS

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF
REPLACEMENT
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