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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 

679 W. Veterans Highway 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 

Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 

Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 

Confessions 
Saturdays  

3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 

caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  

strengthen family life, and serves those in need 

through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

April 5, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Easter Sunday - April 5, 2026 

 Readings for the Week – April 5, 2026  

Monday Acts 2:14. 22-33 Ps 16:1-2a and 5. 7-8. 9-10. 11 Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday Acts 2:36-41 Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday Acts 3:1-10 Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday Acts 3:11-26 Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 Lk 24:35-48 

Friday Acts 4:1-12 Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a Jn 21:1-14 

Saturday Acts 4:13-21 Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 Mk 16:9-15 

Sunday Acts 2:42-47 Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 1 Pt 1:3-9 Jn 20:19-31  

Saturday, April 4, 2026 
  No 4:00 pm  Mass 

Easter Mass Remembrances at Vigil 

Sunday, April 5, 2026 

  9:00 am  Easter Mass Remembrances 
  

11:00 am  Easter Mass Remembrances  
Monday, April 6, 2026 

 

  9:00 am  Available 
                 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026 
  9:00 am  Pasquale Fallone 
      (Gerarda Fallone) 
Wednesday, Aoril 8, 2026 
  9:00 am  Florence Scognamiglio 
                (Nina and Al Pileggi) 
Thursday, April 9, 2026 
  9:00 am  Jessica Scognamiglio 
                (Nina and Al Pileggi) 
Saturday, April 11, 2026 
  9:00 am  Barbara Leonard 
                (Barbara and Jerry Santangelo) 
Sunday, April 12, 2026 

  9:00 am  Cheryl Vega 

       (Joyce Cladek & Ann Nevers 

11:00 am  Nicholas Schpakow 
                (William and Linda Patullo) 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, 

Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, 

Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, 

Mike Scott, Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, 

Stephen Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny 

Merwin, Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, 

Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, Mark Hoffman,  

Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato,  Bob Toth, Ashley & 

Cameron Dlugosz, Bernadette VanDerberg, 

Elizabeth Maras,  Charles Thompson,  John    

Catena 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

FEB 23—MARCH 1, 2026 

      Weekly Offerings $  4,616.98 

                  Maintenance $     551.00 

                     Online Giving $  1,993.00 

        Total        $  7,160.98 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

 

Saturday, April 18, 2026 
10:00 AM  

at 
Oliverie Funeral Home 

125 S. Cooks Bridge Road 
Jackson, NJ 08527  

 

 
 
                                 

April 5, 2026 
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Easter Sunday - April 5, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 5 

Saturday, April 4  

-

  Holy Saturday 
11:00  am        Blessing of Easter Food 
  8:00  pm Easter Vigil 
Sunday, April 5  -  Easter Sunday 
  9:00  am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass 
Monday, April 6 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, April 7 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, April 8 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, April 9 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Saturday, April 11 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, April 12 
  9:00  am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass  
 12:00 pm Women of St. Monica meeting 
Monday, April 13 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, April 14 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, April 15 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, April 16 
  9:00  am Mass 
  6:30  pm Knights of Columbus meeting 
Friday, April 17 
  6:00  pm Ping Pong Exhibition with Fr. Alex  
Saturday, April 18 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, April 19 
  9:00  am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass  
 12:00 pm Bonner Baptism 

   
 

2026 St. Monica Confirmandi 
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 Easter Sunday - April 5, 2026 

 

 

 

 

The arrival of “AI” in our world, particularly its proven ability to fool our eyes into believing that what we 
are seeing is reality when all along it is artificial, can make us doubtful observers.  That has the cumu-
lative effect of turning us all into being suspicious types.  

What has this to do with Easter 2026?  I would suggest that the doubts or the denial that non-believers 
have all along professed about Jesus’ resurrection could be bolstered if they are strong “AI” converts. 
acting mostly on emotion.  

Meanwhile, the collection of witness statements that we will be hearing 
and reading about in our bibles for the next 50 days are too real and 
strong to deny.  The fact that the Apostles and many early disciples 
faced death rather than deny what they believed is more proof, if you 
happen to need any. 

What is left to us is an application of a principle usually attributed to 
one Steven Covey. He wrote this: “The main thing is to keep the main 
thing the main thing.” It is a powerful reminder to focus on our highest 
priorities. We must avoid distractions and dedicate energy to what truly 
matters for achieving our goals, whether in leadership, or personal de-
velopment or Christian spirituality. It means identifying our core objec-
tive (life with Christ forever in heaven)and constantly re-aligning our 
efforts with it (e.g., making regular Confession), rather than getting 
sidetracked by less important tasks. 

To cite just one example. We have noise of all kinds that distract us from “the main thing.” It interferes 
with our time to reflect 24/7/365. We must work to get it back. 

So, on this special Sunday, we need to be putting side bunny rabbits and all sorts of cute verses about 
the coming of Spring. Here is the main thing: “Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, who was crucified 
and died for the remission of our sins, was also raised from the dead on the Third Day by God the Fa-
ther, never to die again.” This is the Day the Lord has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it! Alleluia, 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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Come watch renowned champion 

Fr. Alex give a ping pong 
demonstration 

on Friday evening 
April 17, 2026 

at 6:00 pm 
in the church hall. 
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Easter Sunday - April 5, 2026 

A Happy & Blessed Easter  

from your family at St. Monica 
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This is the great day. This is the day of days. Everything else in Christian life 
flows from the resurrection of Jesus, and flows back to it. I've often said, 
when the first Christians came to preach, this is what they preached, Jesus 
risen from the dead. Easter is our day. And the church asks us every Easter 
Sunday to meditate upon this magnificent passage in the 20th chapter of 
John's Gospel. 
 
Listen to how it begins. Early in the morning, on the first day of the week, 
while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb. She saw that 
the stone had been moved away. 
 
Throughout the Gospel of John, we see the theme of Jesus as the recreator 

of a world that had gone wrong through sin. Jesus repeating and recapitulating the great creative 
work of the God described in Genesis. So here, early in the morning, on the first day of the week, 
we're at the beginning. It's still dark, John tells us, like it was before the creation of light. And God 
said in Genesis, let there be light, and now a light is going to shine. The light of the resurrection of Je-
sus from the dead, which is the recreation of the world. 
 
So Jesus' body is placed in a tomb, placed on a shelf within this tomb, and then a great stone is rolled 
across to keep the animals and robbers and so on out. This mighty stone would take several men to 
move it in place. What's this stand for? It stands for the finality of death. This great stone that nobody 
could move. Death is final. It's absolute. 
 
It's the end. When somebody dies, when a loved one dies, the reason we grieve is that we have this 
deep conviction that we will never see them again. That somehow a barrier has been established that 
we cannot cross. 
 
It's as though a stone has been rolled across, blocking us permanently from this person. The stone 
stands, if you will, not just for grief, but it stands for this existential frustration that we feel in the 
presence of death. And so it's been moved. 
 
God opens our graves and he has us rise from them. He rolls back the stone, symbolizing the terrible 
facticity of death. Yes, the great grave robber has been at work. 
 
Peter arrives, huffing and puffing and.looks in the tomb and sees the burial cloths. Listen now how it's 
described. He did not enter, but bent down to peer in and saw the wrappings lying on the ground. 
 
Simon Peter came along behind him and he entered the tomb. He observed the wrappings that had 
covered the head not lying with the other wrappings, but rolled up in a place by itself. Why this odd 
detail?  First of all, to me, it signals the eyewitness quality of this story. But secondly they're noticing 
the odd way that these cloths are lying. 
 
The implication of this story is that the burial cloths were lying undisturbed and the napkin that had 
been around his head was rolled up neatly and placed in another place. When they see this, they be-
lieve. Let me put it one step further. It is an indisputable fact that what's being witnessed to is the 
bodily resurrection of Jesus from the dead. What's being declared here is that Jesus rose bodily from 
the dead and is living a new and transformed life, making that life available to us, his followers. New 
life, a new embodied life made possible through God's grace. Somehow, everything they'd ever 
thought about the world had to be rethought. Everything they'd ever imagined as basic had to be re-
imagined. 
 
He didn't appear to Pontius Pilate, didn't appear to Herod, didn't appear to all of his persecutors. 
How come Jesus appeared only to some, only to a few? John Henry Newman said it's because he ap-
peared for the sake of mission.And this announcement would happen through the punchy and clear 
quality of this small group. So on this Easter Sunday, let us be aware of the fact that Jesus is giving us 
the same mission. We who eat and drink and gather for the liturgy, we're eating and drinking with the 
risen Christ. He appears to us, so to speak, for the same purpose. That we might be galvanized in this 
mission to announce this startling fact, Jesus risen from the dead, which changes everything. 
Changes the way you think, live, see, act. Changes the hope that you have for this embodied and 
transformed spiritual life on high. Announce it today.Announce it for the rest of your life. That's the 
call of Easter. And God bless you all. 
 

Bishop Robert Barron 

on Easter Sunday 
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  Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 

                   Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 

                   84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 
                   609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net  Please check www.FHOP.org for 
                      dates, registration, directions and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated. 

 

WE HAD HOPED!  

Wednesday, April 8         12:00 Noon – 3:00 PMI would love to spend Easter Wednesday afternoon praying 

over the Emmaus story with you. The story is full of both disappointment and surprise as they meet the Lord 

along the way. Bring your life along with you with its disappointments. You too may discover Jesus walking 

along the way with you. What a surprise! Come at noon. We will begin with a delicious lunch.  Donation: 

$25.  Zoom: $20 

PRAYING WITH OUR EXPERIENCES 
Thursday, April 9        9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Often the content of our prayer is the life of Jesus.  Other times, we can use the events of our own life as the 

content of our prayer and our meeting place with God.  As we pray, we become aware of God's presence and 

how God uses every event of our daily life for our good and the good of others.  God doesn’t waste any-

thing!  Everything is a gift! You will receive Joseph Schmidt’s book, Praying Our Experiences. Donation: $35, 

includes lunch and book. Zoom: $20 
  
A GLIMPSE OF ST. TERESA OF AVILA                                   
Monday, April 13          9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
St. Teresa has a way of talking us into keeping God first! Enjoying her maxims and touring her Interior Cas-

tle provide a short and reliable way to let her do that for you!. Let's enjoy them together! She will add some 

spark to your Easter season. Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20 
       
WHAT’S YOUR DECISION? 

MAKING CHOICES WITH CONFIDENCE AND CLARITY 
Tuesday, April 14         9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
We all have important decisions to make, decisions that radically alter our lives. Without a sound process in 

place for making key decisions, we are likely to question whether our final decision was a good decision and is 

what God truly desires for us. Decision making is complex at best. Having the Ignatian discernment process at 

hand for when you need it will clear your path to peaceful assurance that you are in fact doing the will of God. 

Donation: $30, includes materials and lunch. Zoom: $20 
  
IN PERSON ONLY 
PERSONAL RETREAT DAY 
Wednesday, April 15        9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
  
Come to Francis House for silence, personal prayer and optional spiritual direction.  The day begins and ends 

with a brief prayer together. Please bring a bag lunch. Donation: $10; $40 with spiritual direction. 
  
SILENT DIRECTED RETREAT WEEKENDs 
6:30 PM Friday to 1:00 PM Sunday 
May 8 – 10 or May 15 – 17 
Liturgy, spiritual direction and optional Centering Prayer periods are included.  Please register early.  These fill 

quickly.  Donation: $200/$100 non-refundable deposit. Full payment is required 2 weeks in advance of start 

date. 
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

    RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

     HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

For Advertising
Information

Contact 

Marva
Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842
mallen-campbell@jppc.net

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1200 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair, SENIORS

& Military Service

We Find & Fix Leaks!
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.

ROOFING •  CHIMNEYS • MASONRY • GUTTERS
We Find and Fix Leaks!

732-520-9554 | WWW.EXPERTCHIMNEYROOFING.COM

EXPERT CHIMNEY
 & ROOFING

Family Owned & Operated - Lic. #13VH11097900
Bonded & Insured - 20 Years | Serving All of New Jersey

20% OFF
ANY ROOF, CHIMNEY, 
GUTTER, MASONRY 
REPAIR & SENIORS

$1100 OFF
ANY NEW ROOF
REPLACEMENT
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