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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

February 8, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2026 

Readings for the Week – February 8, 2026 

Monday 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13 Ps 132:6-7, 8-10 Mk 6:53-56 

Tuesday 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30 Ps 84:3, 4, 5 and 10, 11 Mk 7:1-13 

Wednesday 1 Kgs 10:1-10 Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40 Mk 7:14-23 

Thursday 1 Kgs 11:4-13 Ps 106:3-4, 35-36, 37 and 40 Mk 7:24-30 

Friday 1 Kgs 11:29-32; 12:19 Ps 81:10-11ab, 12-13, 14-15 Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34 Ps 106:6-7ab, 19-20, 21-22 Mk 8:1-10 

Sunday Sir 15:15-20 Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34 1 Cor 2:6-10 Mt 5:17-37 or 5:20-22a, 27-28, 

  33 - 34a, 37 

Saturday, February 7 
  4:00 pm  Henry Jorin 

(The Jorin Family) 

Sunday, February 8 
  9:00 am  Marie Gould 

(Elaine Manion) 
11:00 am  Delores Werner 

(The Merwin Family) 
Monday, February 9

  9:00 am  Marie Gould 
(Dave Gould Sr.) 

Tuesday, February 10 
  9:00 am  Marie Gould 

(Janet Noordzy) 
Wednesday, February 11 
  9:00 am  Delores Werner 

(The Merwin Family) 
Thursday, February 12 
  9:00 am  Pasquale Fallone 

     (Gerarda Fallone) 
Saturday, February 14 
  4:00 pm  Bob Purcell 

(The Calsetta Family) 

Sunday, February 15 
  9:00 am  Marie (Mary Margaret) Gould 

(Estelle Scuzzese) 
11:00 am  Marie Gould 

(Iris Biely) 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Carol 

Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, 

Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, 

Matthew Biddle, Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, 

Mike Scott, Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Ste-

phen Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny Mer-

win, Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Margie 

Smith, Kevin Finnerty, Mark Hoffman,  Lisa Sas-

sone, Mark Legato,  Tom and Carol Ringwood, 

Bob Toth, Ashley & Cameron Dlugosz, Berna-

dette VanDerberg, Elizabeth Maras 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.  
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS 

DEC 29, 2025—JAN 4, 2026 

Weekly Offerings $  4,237.10 

         Building Maintenance $     599.00

         Online Giving $  1,753.00 

      Total        $  6,589.10 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 

We are recruiting new Lectors and Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Holy Communion. Lec-
tors proclaim the Scripture Readings at 
Mass, and Extraordinary Ministers assist 
with the distribution of Holy Communion at 
Mass and to the sick. 

If you feel called to serve the parish in one 
or both of these ministries, please add your 
name and contact information to the sign 
up sheets at the back of the church. 

Training sessions will be held in February 
and March. Lector training will take place 
on Saturday, February 21, after the 4:00pm 
mass, and on Wednesday, February 25th 
at 7:00pm. Extraordinary Minister training 
will be held on Sunday, March 8th after the 
11:00am mass, and on Wednesday, March 
11th at 7:00pm. 

Attendance at one training session is re-
quired. Each session will last approximate-
ly one hour 

VOLUN  EER 

TODAY!! 
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CALENDAR 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2026 

Saturday, February 7 
10:00  am Grief Support Group 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
  5:00  pm Women of St. Monica Soup Sale 
Sunday, February 8 
   Women of St. Monica Soup & Chili Sale 
  9:00  am Mass 
10:15  am Special Communion Prep 
11:00  am Mass       

Monday, February 10 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, February 11 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, February 12 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, February 13 
  9:00  am Mass 
10:00  am Grief Support Group 
  7:00  pm OCIA Classes 
Saturday, February 14 
10:00  am Grief Support Group 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, February 15  
 9:00   am Mass 
10:15  am Special Communion Prep 
11:00  am Mass       

Monday, February 16 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, February 17 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, February 18 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, February 19 
  9:00  am Mass 
10:00  am Grief Support Group 
  7:00  pm OCIA Classes 
Saturday, February 21 
10:00  am Grief Support Group 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 

 Join Fr. Alex on a Spiritual Cruise 

(see next page for itinerary) 
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Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey 

Cruise to Alaska with fr. alex 

Page 5
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2026 

My friends, we talked about the Beatitudes last week. 
This week is something very interesting to me. Jesus 
now is speaking to His disciples and He compares 
them to three things. You are the salt of the earth. You 
are the light of the world. You are a city set on a hill. All 
three of those things do not exist for themselves. They 
exist for the sake of something else. Look at salt. 
You're the salt of the earth. 

In Jesus' time, way before refrigeration, it's a way that 
you preserved something. It existed for the sake of 
something else, to preserve something else. 

Salt was also used in the ancient world to make sure 
that nothing ever grew in that place. Tear down the 
walls, and they would salt the earth. It was used for that 
purpose, for the sake of something else, to enhance, to 
preserve, and to destroy. 

You're the light of the world. Well, think about it. We 
don't really see light. 

Light is that by which we see other things. It brings beautiful things to light. It enhances them. The 
point is it's for the sake of something else. How about a city set on a hill? Well, that's how people navi-
gated in his time. Long before maps and GPS systems and all that, what they would do is they would 
find a landmark, like it's a hill or a mountain, or a city. See that city up there. I know I've got to go 
south of that or north of that. It was the means of navigation. 

Without the city set on a hill, I wouldn't know where I was going. Okay, what's he saying now to his 
disciples? That means to us. You who follow me, you who take in my teaching, you are meant for oth-
ers. The purpose of this is not primarily to make you holy. That's, in a way, a means to an end. Jesus 
says, I'm making you holy and happy that you might become the vehicle by which others become holy 
and happy. 

I want to send you out into the world. I want you to be a beacon of light that illumines the way for oth-
ers. I want you to be salt that preserves and enhances others. I want you to be a city set on the hill by 
which others navigate their lives. Only then, my followers, are you really doing what I want you to do. 

Now, the devastating line that follows, what if salt loses its savor? With what will it be, you know, re-
salted? Salt that loses its savor is no good at all. Doesn't preserve anything. Doesn't destroy what 
needs destroying. 

It's lost its power. A light under a bushel basket, what good is that? That makes nothing beautiful 
around it. It exposes nothing that needs exposing. 

Well, don't let the salt lose its savor. How is your Christianity impacting the world around us, making it 
better and getting in the way of evil and wickedness? That's a challenging question that goes right 
back to the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount. 

How do we think about our spiritual lives? For our benefit or for the benefit of the world? I think every-
thing will change depending on how you take in these words. 

And May God bless you. 

Bishop Robert Barron 
Reflects on today’s Gospel: 
The Sermon on the Mount 
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One sure proof that the “now” is so different from the “then” is the presence of so many blue 
screens in our world and what you see on them. While they are small on smart phones, they 
grow a bit larger on various “pads.” But they reach the ultimate on those like the billboard-size 
screens available in stadiums and even in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican. 

Technology is so much with us that we must scratch our heads to remember when it was not. 
Watching a toddler imitate his elders fingering the keys of a phone can make you laugh at 
first, and then perhaps later make you ponder what technology lies ahead for that tiny human 
being. “AI” may be antique by then. 

It becomes a necessity to think about the place of religion in all of 
this, and of our place in the world as believers. The changes that 
will inevitably come our way might scare us into thinking faith and 
religion will become obsolete. 

No worries! Once you come back to reality you will quickly notice 
that an awful lot of our fellow travelers are in dire need. That not 
limited to luxuries. The plain truth is that, as humans, we all need 
more than the basics of food, clothing, and shelter. Science can-
not provide love. That is precisely where God and true religion 
enter the scene. 

Nowadays we realize that there is a type of human pain that 
stretches beyond the obvious. Well past material needs. Some-
times that need is no more mysterious than having a fellow hu-
man being nearby who will listen to us. That is one way that we 

become salt and light in the world as the Lord Jesus would have us be. 

What is our energy source? The “battery,” if you will? It is the love and grace of God, coming 
to us through the Holy Spirit that never gets outdated. We cannot neglect being “charged by 
Love.” We need to “think large.” 

When James Garfield, later to become for a short time the President of the United States, 
(and the subject of a current TV series) was the principal of Hiram College in Ohio, one father 
asked him if the course of his son’s studies could not be shortened, so that his son might be 
able to complete his studies in less time. “Certainly,” Garfield replied. “But it all depends on 
what you want to make of your boy. When God wants to make an oak, He takes one hundred 
years. When He wants to make a squash, He requires only two months.” 

God love you and give you, His peace. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 8, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday     4:00 pm  
  Sunday     9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days     As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm   

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529. 

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.   

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
  environment to support your journey from grieving   
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  

dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in 
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini, 
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for     
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com


649 

Church Of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey 

 Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 

 Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 

 84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 

609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our oth-
er offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated. 

PERSONAL RETREAT DAY 
     Wednesday, February 11     9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Take a day away from the busyness of your life. Come to Francis House for silence, personal prayer 
and optional spiritual direction. The day begins and ends with a brief prayer together. Please bring a 
bag lunch. Come to as many as you can. Donation: $10; $40 with spiritual direction. 

ST. TERESA OF AVILA OVERNIGHT RETREAT 
     February 12 – 13 
     Begins 4:30 PM Thursday – Ends 2:00 PM Friday 
The life of Teresa of Avila is remarkable and surprisingly relevant to our times! We will have an over-
night pajama party and enjoy watching Teresa on her rocky road to sanctity. Led by Teresa herself 
with the help of S. Marcy. Donation: $100, meals included. Commuters are welcome. 

UNDERSTANDING & BEFRIENDING DIFFERENCES 
     Monday, February 16      9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Why is it so difficult to relate to those who are different from us? If you need a little understanding 
and compassion in dealing with challenging personalities, including your own, please come and join 
our Interns in Spiritual Direction to learn the art of accepting and appreciating people with personali-
ties contrary to our own. Led by S. Marcy. Donation: $50. Please bring your own lunch.

ASH WEDNESDAY RETREAT 

Wednesday, February 18      9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
     LITURGY AT NOON 
We love beginning Lent together with this retreat at Francis House because it provides a gentle struc-
ture for the six-week journey ahead. This year I think you will enjoy reading Give Up Worry for Lent by 
Gary Zimak … to guide your Lenten journey.  Liturgy is included with the reception of ashes within it. 
Led by S. Marcy. Donation: $40, includes lunch and book for your Lenten journey. Zoom $25 

A CONTEMPLATIVE TELLING OF THE STORY: MARY & HER SON 
     Thursday, February 19      9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Many people attended Father Bill’s one day retreat on the Reed of Godin the Fall. Father Bill  now in-
vites us during this Lenten Season to enter the heart of Mary as she accompanies her Son and all of 
us in the passion of our lives. Led by Fr. Bill Lago. Donation: $30, lunch included. Zoom: $20 

PASSION OF CHRIST, STRENGTHEN ME 
     Friday, February 20      9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 
If you need strength to deal with your life at this time, come. The Passion of Christ IS your strength! 
You will receive The Passion and the Cross by Ronald Rolheiser, OMI to accompany you on your Len-
ten journey. What a wonderful way to begin Lent! Led by S. Marcy. Donation: $45, includes lunch and 
book. Zoom: $25 

SOWING SACRED SEEDS 
     Monday, March 2          9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
This Lenten retreat will focus on the seeds of love that have been sewn in us and for us by others. We 
will notice, too, the seeds of love that we have sown in others’ lives. You will receive Vince Gallagher’s 
new book, Sowing Sacred Seeds, to further your Lenten journey in following Christ in all things. Good 
Lenten reading fills your soul with consolation and peace, so needed at this time. Led by Vince Gallagher. Do-
nation: $25, includes lunch.  Zoom: $20 

Page 9

mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

    RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

     HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

For Advertising
Information

Contact 

Marva
Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842
mallen-campbell@jppc.net

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI

MugMug
RackRack

Nick &
Anthony’s

Place

The Riccio Family
Established 1973

70 West Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

732-370-9742
Call For Daily Specials

It’s easy to join our mailing list!
Just send your email address by text message:

Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

www.MallorysArmy.com
(973) 440-8657 | info@mallorysarmy.org

United Together In The Fight United Together In The Fight 
Against Bullying...Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness...Don’t Just Teach Kindness...
BE KINDNESS!BE KINDNESS!

Message and data rates may apply.
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