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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 

679 W. Veterans Highway 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 

Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 

Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 

Confessions 
Saturdays  

3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 

caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  

strengthen family life, and serves those in need 

through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

January 11, 2026 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

The Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2026 

 Readings for the Week – January 11, 2026 

Monday 1 Sm 1:1-8 Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19 Mk 1:14-20 

Tuesday 1 Sm 1:9-20 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd Mk 1:21-28 

Wednesday 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20 Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10 Mk 1:29-39 

Thursday 1 Sm 4:1-11 Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25 Mk 1:40-45 

Friday 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a Ps 89:16-17, 18-19 Mk 2:1-12 

Saturday 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1 Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 Mk 2:13-17 

Sunday Is 49:3, 5-6 Ps 40:2, 4, 7-8, 8-9, 10 1 Cor 1:1-3 Jn 1:29-34  

Saturday, January 10 
  4:00 pm  Vincent Reeves 
                (Jennifer Reeves) 
Sunday, January 11 
  9:00 am  The McInerney Family 
                (Kelly MacNutt)) 
11:00 am  70th Anniversary of  
  David & Pat Toma 
                (Kate Scott & Bob Maras) 
Monday, January 12 
  9:00 am  Marie Gould       
      (Linda Siwiec) 
Tuesday, January 13 
  9:00 am  Luba DelMonte 
                (Mary Boyd) 
Wednesday, January 14 
  9:00 am  Marie Gould 
                (Ernie & Barbara Rookey)       
Thursday, January 15 
  9:00 am  Elizabeth Annino 
        (Devin Santangelo & Family)) 
Saturday, January 17 
  4:00 pm  Kathryn Mary Rose 
                (Jennifer Patterson) 
Sunday, January 18 
  9:00 am  The Rucci Family 
                (Kelly MacNutt)) 
11:00 am  Grace Huber 
                (Mary Boyd) 
 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Doris Garbarino, Melissa 

Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, Judy Boc-

chicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Catherine 

Dalfonso, Christopher Dalfonso,, Josephine 

Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 

Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscal-

chi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl 

Vega, Carol Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shan-

non Hubert, Grace Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, 

Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, Dennis 

Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott, Andrew G 

Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela 

Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko, 

Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, 

Mark Hoffman,  Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato, 

Anita Bertram, Tom and Carol Ringwood, Bob 

Toth 

 

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 

remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they can 

be removed.   
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

DEC 1—DEC 8, 2025 

                Weekly Offerings $5,156.00 

      Immaculate Conception $   556.06 

                    Online Giving $1,763.00                      

        Total        $7.475.06 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 
 

 

Attention all those who signed 
up or who want to sign up to be 
an Altar Server—There will be a 
training meeting on Saturday, 
January 10th at 10:00 a.m. and 
on Saturday, January 17th at 
10:00 a.m. in the Church. 
 

All new Altar Servers are required to 
attend.  Any boy or girl who is inter-
ested in becoming an altar server is 
invited to join and attend!  
We hope to see you there! 
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The Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2026 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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Saturday, January 10 
 10:00 am Altar Server Training 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, January 11 
   9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass 
 12:00 pm Women of St. Monica Meeting       

Monday, January 12 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, January 13 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, January 14 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, January 15 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm OCIA Classes 
Saturday, January 17 
10:00  am Altar Server Training 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, January 18 
   9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass 
 12:00 pm Grief Support Group Introduction       

Monday, January 19—Martin Luther King Day 
Parish Offices Closed—No Mass scheduled 
  4:30  pm NO Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm NO Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, January 20 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm NO Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary 
Wednesday, January 21 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm Men’s COR Prayer Group 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, January 22 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm OCIA Classes 
Saturday, January 24 
10:00  am Altar Server Training 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
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The Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2026 

 

 

 

 

They start forming while we are still toddlers. They continue through our teens. They grow 
more serious in our college years (if we go there) and they actually never completely go away. 
I refer to “Why?” questions. 

Today’s great Feast provides the background for a serious example. Why was Jesus bap-
tized? After all, if a major reason for our own baptism is to free us from original sin and its ef-
fects, whatever has it to do with a sinless Jesus, the only Son of God? 

Jesus Himself gives us the answer when John the Baptist balks 
at the idea of baptizing Him. He tells John to do it “to fulfill all 
righteousness.” But what does that mean? 

We must deal with the word for two reasons. First, there is the 
fact that Jesus uses it. Second, the word appears many times in 
the bible. Righteousness is all about God’s plan for mankind 
and the various helps he uses to stay the course. That course 
is God’s plan and purpose. One can see its application in the 
phrase that “ all things are right with the world” to mean that jus-
tice and peace prevail and are both aligned with the divine will. 

Of course, such discussion leads to the very personal “why?” or 
“why not?” questions we must ask ourselves concerning this 
whole project we have been given as Christians. We must live 
according to our baptismal promises. If you are not sure of what 
they are, just search the internet sometime today or in the com-

ing week. They make for a good basis for any Christian New Year’s resolutions. 

A secondary answer to the question of why Jesus was baptized, is the fact of His identification 
with us, in all things but sin that is. One of the beautiful comments I have read about the Bap-
tism event is this: At our baptism, the water makes us holy. In the Lord’s case, He makes the 
water holy. 

Once upon a time a renowned Southern Baptist preacher came upon an old man fishing. He 
watched and waited until the old gentleman pulled in an unusually ugly looking fish. 

“What kind of fish is that ?”asked the preacher. “Dey calls it a Baptist fish.” the old man an-
swered. “What’s a Baptist fish? asked the preacher. The old man explained: “Dey calls dem 
dat ’cause dey spoils so fast after dey is taken out of de water.” 

God love you and give you, His peace.” 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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                        Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 

                   Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 

                   84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 

                   609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net 
 

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated. 

INFANT JESUS OF PRAGUE 

Monday, January 12                  9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

This morning’s retreat will help us to grow closer to the infant Jesus by celebrating the mys-

tery of the Incarnation through the divinity and humanity of Christ. Through this time of 

prayer, we will see in a special way how we are children of God.  Donation: $25, includes ma-

terials and lunch. 
 

IN PERSON ONIN PERSON ONLY        PERSONAL RETREAT DAY 

 Wednesday, January 14        9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
Come to Francis House for silence, personal prayer and optional spiritual direction.  The day 

begins and ends with a brief prayer together. Please bring a bag lunch. Donation: $10; $40 

with spiritual direction. 
  
DISCERNMENT MAKES ALL THE DIFFERENCE IN YOUR WORLD! 

 Friday, January 16     9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
  
This day includes the full teaching of Ignatian Discernment of Spirits! The Ignatian teaching 

on discernment is life changing as we practice awareness, understanding and right action re-

garding the various spirits that present themselves to us day by day and moment by mo-

ment.  Donation: $35 includes lunch and materials. Zoom $30. 
  
EXPERIENCE GOD 

 Monday, January 19             9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
  
Together, we will spend the morning learning the three stages of prayer: personal encounter, 

listening and contemplative transformation.  Experiencing God by Thomas Green, SJ will be 

used as a foundation for our discussion.  Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20 
  
WHY ARE YOU ANXIOUS? 

 Tuesday, January 20             9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
  
Jesus asked this question once and we could tell him that we have lots of reason to be anxious 

these days.  What can we do about the anxiety we feel and carry around within us?  This 

morning retreat will help. Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20.LY 

 

PAINT YOUR SACRED ART ICON 

 Wednesday, January 21             9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
  
Have you ever dreamed of painting an icon?  We will follow the lead of iconographer, Nancy 

Berchtold, in the meaning of what is painted as well as the icon colors, shapes and lines cho-

sen.  By the end of the experience, you will have painted an icon of the Blessed Mother hold-

ing baby Jesus.  Donation: $50, includes lunch and materials. 

mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/
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The Baptism of the Lord - January 11, 2026 
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Friends, in our Gospel today, John the Baptist gives 
witness to the role of the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ baptism. 
Baptism is the moment when the Holy Spirit draws us 
out of this fallen world and into a new world. And with 
this in mind, we can understand the relationship be-
tween Baptism and the other sacraments. Baptism is 
birth in the spiritual order, the beginning of a properly 
spiritual life. The other sacraments represent specifica-
tions of that life. 
 
For instance, a living thing needs to be nourished. This 
is the role that the Eucharist plays. But do you see why 
only baptized people can receive the Eucharist? If 
you’re not alive, there is no point in feeding you. 
 

This great feast of the Baptism of the Lord is a good 
time to reflect on the significance of the sacrament of 
Baptism. One of the earliest descriptions of Baptism in 
our tradition is vitae spiritualis ianua, which means “the 

door to the spiritual life.”  
 
To grasp the full meaning of this is to understand something decisive about Christianity. For Christian-
ity is not primarily about “becoming a good person” or “doing the right thing.” Let’s face it, anyone—
pagan, Muslim, Jew, non-believer—can be any of those things. 
 
To be a Christian is to be grafted onto Christ and hence drawn into the very dynamics of the inner life 
of God. We don’t speak simply of following or imitating Jesus. We speak of becoming a member of his 
Mystical Body. Do you see why it is so important that we are baptized “in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit”? For Baptism draws us into the relationship between the Father and 
the Son, which is to say, in the Holy Spirit. Baptism, therefore, is all about grace, our incorporation, 
through the power of God’s love, into God’s own life. 

Bishop Robert Barron’s 

Insights on the  

Baptism of Our Lord 

 

VOLUN  EER 

As we enter Ordinary Time, we are encour-
aged to be consistent in our daily prayer life, 
it is also a time to reflect on our Christian 
vocations and call to serve others. Here at 
St. Monica, we are in need of volunteers to 
support several of our ministries: OCIA Pro-
gram, Grief Support Program, and Home-
bound Communion Service program. If you 
are interested in gaining more information 
or volunteering see Deacon John. 
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015, 2019
& 2024

Community
Service
Award

14 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

    RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

     HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!

Connecting 
businesses to 

customers 
in realtime!

For Advertising
Information

Contact 

Marva
Allen-Campbell

732-534-1842
mallen-campbell@jppc.net

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

20% OFF
Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, 

Masonry Repair
& SENIORS

$1250 OFF
Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461
in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI
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