
649 

 

 

 

Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 

679 W. Veterans Highway 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 

Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 

Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 

Confessions 
Saturdays  

3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  

www.facebook.com/

ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 

caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  

strengthen family life, and serves those in need 

through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

November 16, 2025 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time — November 16, 2025 

 To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish 

Office. 

 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie Gould, Doris Gar-

barino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene 

Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory 

D’Acunto, Catherine Dalfonso, Christopher Dal-

fonso,, Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, 

Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Phillip 

Wenz, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank 

Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom Martin, 

Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, 

Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Br. 

Michael Seiler, Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuz-

zola, Ray Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew 

Biddle, Dennis Shwutherfordiner, Laura Stoyer, 

Mike Scott, Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, 

Stephen Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny 

Merwin, Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, 

Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, Mark Hoffman,  

Lisa Sassone, Mark Legato, Anita Bertram 

 Readings for the Week – November 16, 2025 

Monday 1 Mc 1:10-15, 41-43, 54-57, 62-63 Ps 119:53, 61, 134, 150, 155, 158 Lk 

18:35-43 

Tuesday 2 Mc 6:18-31 Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7 Lk 19:1-10 

Wednesday 2 Mc 7:1, 20-31 Ps 17:1bcd, 5-6, 8b and 15 Lk 19:11-28 

Thursday 1 Mc 2:15-29 Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15 Lk 19:41-44 

Friday 1 Mc 4:36-37, 52-59 1 Chr 29:10bcd, 11abc, 11d-12a, 12bcd Lk 19:45-48 

Saturday 1 Mc 6:1-13 Ps 9:2-3, 4 and 6, 16 and 19 Lk 20:27-40 

Sunday 2 Sm 5:1-3 Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5 Col 1:12-20 Lk 23:35-43  

Saturday, November 15 
  4:00 pm  David Werner 
                (The Merwin Family) 
Sunday, November 16 
  9:00 am  Lottie Ann Giglio 
                (Denis and Dee Balint) 
11:00 am  Eileen Brophy 
                (Caroline and Deacon John White) 
Monday, November 17 
  9:00 am  Terry and Mary Meehan 
           (Linda Piacentino) 
Tuesday, November 18 
  9:00 am  Claire Galli 
           (David and June Gould) 
Wednesday, November 19 
  9:00 am  Ciro Frulio             
      (Christine Frulio) 
Thursday, November 20 
  9:00 am  Claire Galli 
           (David and Marie Gould) 
Saturday, November 22 
  4:00 pm  Charleen McDole 
                (John and Amy Rutherford) 
Sunday, November 23 
  9:00 am  Jimmy Morell 
                (Deacon John & Caroline White) 
11:00 am  Jim Scott 
                (Kate Scott) 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

OCT 6—OCT 12, 2025 

                Weekly Offerings $3,199.45 

                    Online Giving $1,278.00                                  

       Utility & Energy $   434.00  

  Total        $4,911.45 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 
 
 

Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                 
  

 

St Monica’s Mens Prayer Ministry is known 
as the COR which means ‘heart’ in Latin. 
This group is open to all men in the parish 
and in the local community. Prayer Group 
draws us into a deeper relationship with 
Jesus through fellowship, faith formation & 
prayer. Next meeting is on Wednesday, 
November 19th from 7-8 pm in the Little 
Church and we meet on the 3rd Wednes-
day of every month. Hope to see you there 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time — November 16, 2025 

The St. Monica Knights 

of Columbus will be 

holding its annual Christ-

mas Tree fundraiser in 

support of the St. Jude 

Children’s Hospital and 

o the r  loca l  cha r i -

ties.  Please visit us at our 

location Premier Design 

located at 138 N. County 

Line Road. in Jack-

son.  Quality, freshly cut 

Fraser fir trees, grave 

blankets and wreaths are 

available for purchase be-

ginning on November 

22nd while supplies 

last.  Hours are weekdays 

3:00 PM to 8:00 PM and 

weekends 10 AM to 8:00 

PM.  This is our 27th year 

and we have raised over 

$250,000. Please come out 

and support this holiday 

tradition by helping those 

in need this Christ-

mas season.  
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CALENDAR 
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Saturday, November 15 
  9:30  am Grief Support Group (LC) 
11:00  am John Thomas LoPiccolo Memorial 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, November 16 
  9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass    

Monday, November 17 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, November 18 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, November 19 
  9:00  am Mass 
12:30  pm Wedding 
  7:00  pm Men’s COR Prayer Group (LC) 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, November 20 
  9:00  am Mass 
  1:00  pm St. Matthew Bible Study 
  7:00  pm OCIA Class 
Saturday, November 22 
  9:30  am Grief Support Group (LC) 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, November 23 
  9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass    

Monday, November 24 
  9:00  am Mass 
  4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, November 25 
  9:00  am Mass 
  5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, November 26 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Thursday, November 27 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
  9:00  am Mass 
  Parish Offices Closed 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time — November 16, 2025 

 

 

 

 

The Sisyphus legend is a Greek myth about a cunning king condemned to an eternal punishment: 

endlessly pushing a boulder up a hill, only for it to roll back down every time he nears the top. 

Sisyphus was punished for betraying the god Zeus by revealing the whereabouts of Zeus’ kid-

napped daughter, and for cheating death twice, most notably by chaining Thanatos (Death). The 

term “Sisyphean task” now describes any repetitive, frustrating, or impossible labor. Or any job 

that demands perseverance to accomplish. 

Living a true Christian life can sometimes seem like a “Sisyphean task”  does it not? We make 

good progress for a while. We are on good terms with Christ. Our attitude is positive, and life is 

good. Then, suddenly, we fall back and lose ground. All that takes is a thought, word, or action 

contrary to what Christ expects of us. One “drink too many” at a party. One lie added to the story to 

make it more impressive. One impure thought not dismissed be-

cause we like the picture. The confessional beckons but we let it 

pass. Maybe we’re just too lazy or ashamed to make an appoint-

ment with the priest to be reconciled with the Lord we have of-

fended. 

This is exactly where the difference comes in between the punish-

ment given to King Sisyphus and the opportunity given us by Christ 

our King. 

You see, we Christians believe ourselves to have a baptismal call to 

think, believe and behave in a certain way. It is not a punishment, 

but instead, a way to prove our love for someone who has first 

loved us. God Himself. He is who has created us out of nothing, 

believing that His Kingdom would be incomplete without us in it. 

One who also promises a life of unending happiness after this brief 

testing time here on earth. 

The arrogant King Sisyphus chose to go his own way, despite what he knew to be right. He set up 

his fate without knowing what it would entail. He is part of a myth meant to teach. We humble 

Christian believers instead choose to go Christ’s way, and despite our weakness in choosing occa-

sional detours, lovingly teach it to each new generation. Our perseverance profits us from a peace 

this world cannot bring and lets us believe in ourselves as well. 

“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.”  

                                      -Theodore Roosevelt 

God love you and give you, His peace. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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To know the end is near, to watch for the end, St. Augustine taught that the fruit of 
such knowledge and vigilance is patience. Instead of anxiety, instead of chaos and 
overactivity, rather calm should rest the soul of the believer. 

 

The readings this Sunday are indeed about the end. "Lo, the day is coming, blazing 
like an oven," the passage from Malachi begins (Mal 3:19). Like Jeremiah before 
him, Jesus talks about the destruction of the temple; after this, he'll talk about the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Yet what he fully means by "the end" is bigger than that 
(Lk 21:5-24). Jesus here is talking apocalyptically. 

 

That is, reading all this we can't help but think of the ultimate end. Of that inevitable 
future these passages are meant to remind us. We are being spiritually prepared in 

these readings for the season of Advent, prepared even for that reality beyond all Advents, for the 
final advent of Christ the Lord. 

 

Which is a reality that will indeed have something of the fire of judgment to it, the destruction and re-
construction of things. It will indeed be an awesome advent, a fearful thing, in many ways. But again, 
as St. Augustine repeatedly preached, this should not cause believers any sort of anxiety or stir up 
any sort of foolishness. Rather, the fruits of such knowledge should be the virtues. "Those who real-
ize they are living as strangers in this world," St. Augustine said, "who know they have an eternal 
home country in heaven...they know how to live here patiently." 

 

St. Augustine here was preaching on the last line from this Sunday's gospel: "By your perseverance 
you will secure your lives" (Lk 21:19). The Greek word hypomone can just as easily be translated as 
patience. That, St. Augustine said, should be what we take from the Lord's words here, the spiritual 
capacity to endure. 

 

This is the virtue found among the martyrs. When St. Augustine talks about the martyrs, he talks 
about things like patience and endurance. "Endure for time, rejoice forever," he preached elsewhere. 
When Christians suffer persecution patiently, he said, they produce a "grand crop." "It is from these 
sheaves that crowns are made," St. Augustine said. 

 

This is exactly what St. Paul taught. It's why we Christians strangely "rejoice in our sufferings." Be-
cause we know that "suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and charac-
ter produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us." The idea is that given the knowledge of God's 
ultimately victory, born of the love that has been "poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us," we believers should be strong enough to withstand the temptations, the har-
assments, and all the weight of the world's evil (Rom 5:3-5). Because we know who wins. 

 

But knowledge of the ultimate end of all things and the virtues of patience and endurance should also 
bear upon ordinary life. Yes, each of us should be willing to be a martyr for Christ; however, most of 
us are called to apply our faith and our virtues more humbly, in smaller ways. That, I take it, is what 
St. Paul was on about writing to the Thessalonians. It seems a few of the faithful had gotten them-
selves so worked up about the final advent of Christ that they not only misunderstood it, but they also 
ended up making themselves fools needing reproof. 

 

Which is why, to those living "in a disorderly way," St. Paul said, in substance, get back to work. He 
even suggested, proverbially if not literally, that such idle busybodies should not eat. He exhorted 
them, authoritatively "in the Lord Jesus Christ," to work quietly and earn their own living. 

 

Clearly then, to know that the Lord will return is not to give up on the world. Rather, it's to take up 
everyday life, the ordinary life we've always known, but with a new sort of spirit and with faith, hope 
and love. And that's a beautiful lesson. To see how all the apocalyptic talk in the Bible relates to our 
ordinary lives, it's meant to renew us, to give us perspective and grace and strength. It's meant to 
give us the grit to keep going in the way of Christ's truth and to love no matter how weird the world 
gets. Because we know the mystery. Because we know the Lord. We know who wins.  

 

Fr. Joshua Whitfield 

Pastor of St Rita, 

Dallas, TX 
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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time — November 16, 2025 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated. 
 

THE WAY TO LOVE 
     Monday, November 17   9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 

Anthony DeMello allows us to know that the way to love is through awareness. This book 

is full of enrichment as we explore his last meditations which are full of love and wisdom. 

Enjoy as we learn to deeply love God by being aware of God’s love. Led by Jill Snyder. 

Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom: $20 

 

PROCESSING GRIEF: EXPLORING LOSS THROUGH THE LENS OF BROAD-

WAY LOVE SONGS 
     Tuesday, November 18      9:30 AM – 1:30 PM 

Many who have lost a loved one struggle as they process their grief. For some this can be 

overwhelming, and for most, a deep sadness accompanies their loss. Join Father Jim for a 

journey through Broadway musicals to discover how your emotions and struggles are a 

journey of love. Led by Rev. Jim Grogan. Mass at Noon.  Donation: $30, includes lunch. 

Zoom: $20 
 ADVENT: LEARNING TO WALK IN THE LIGHT 
  
Wednesday, December 3         9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
  
Advent’s beginning calls us to be attentive, to wait and watch, to learn to walk with God and with 

each other in the light. Our time will be filled with scripture and song, silence and shared faith as well 

as  some of the stories of our lives. Together, we will prepare to encounter the Christ at Christ-

mas. Donation: $35, includes lunch. Zoom: $20 
  
CHILDLIKE FAITH 
BIG THINGS COME IN SMALL PACKAGES 
  
Monday, December 8         9:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
  
Childlike faith is asking God to help us in living in true humility, wonder, trust and hope. This retreat 

focuses on our Blessed Mother and how these 4 values draw us all deeper into receiving love and giv-

ing love in relationship with God. Retreat will conclude with Liturgy. Donation: $25, includes lunch. 

Zoom: $20 
  
PERSONAL RETREAT DAY 
  
Wednesday, December 10           9:30 AM – 2:30 PM 
  
Take a day away to rest a while in the Lord and experience God’s presence. Come to Francis House 

for silence, personal prayer, and optional spiritual direction. The day begins and ends with a brief 

prayer together. Please bring your lunch. Donation: $10; $40 with spiritual direction. 

 Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 
Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 
84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 
609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net 

http://www.fhop.org/
mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015, 2019
& 2024

Community
Service
Award

14 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

In Our 
4th Decade of 

Quality Service

French 
Drains

Foundation 
Repair

Mold 
Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofi ng.com

All Work Guaranteed

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

  HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

PERSONAL CARE & 
COMPANION SERVICES

HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO

20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527

Phone: 862-755-8464 • 848-218-1555 • 773-960-5416
Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com

www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com

20% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

$1250 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

Have you found
TMTM

FABERFABER
M

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI

Scott Rusbarsky
Parishioner

732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com
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