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Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 

Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 

 
679 W. Veterans Highway 

Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 
Deacon Christian Knoebel 

Deacon John L. White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

August 31, 2025 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 31, 2025 

 To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish 
Office. 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 

Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy 

Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie Gould, Doris 

Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Ar-

lene Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory 

D’Acunto, Catherine Dalfonso, Christopher 

Dalfonso, Dolores Burkshot, Josephine Bren-

nan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, An-

thony Pelle, Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscalchi, 

Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 

Rosetto, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 

Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl 

Vega, Carol Spezzano, Br. Michael Seiler, Shan-

non Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray Kijowski, 

Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, Dennis 

Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott, Andrew G 

Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen Alexander, Angela 

Belmont, Danny Merwin, Diane Hromiko, 

Kathy Reynolds, Margie Smith, Kevin Finnerty, 

Mark Hoffman, Jennie D’Angelo, Lisa Sassone 

 

 Readings for the Week – August 31, 2025 

 

Monday 1 Thes 4:13-18 Ps 96:1 and 3, 4-5, 11-12, 13 Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday 1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11 Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday Col 1:1-8 Ps 52:10, 11 Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday Col 1:9-14 Ps 98:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6 Lk 5:1-11 

Friday Col 1:15-20 Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 Lk 5:33-39 

Saturday Col 1:21-23 Ps 54:3-4, 6 and 8 Lk 6:1-5 

Sunday Wis 9:13-18b Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17 Phlm 9-10, 12-17 Lk 14:25-

     33  

 

Saturday, August 30 
  4:00 pm  Pat Jones 
                (Merwin Family) 
Sunday, August 31 
  9:00 am  Shirley Taff 
                (Ronald & Kathleen Pascocella) 
                 

11:00 am  Marguerite Gilbertson 
      (Sunrise Nursing) 
Monday, September 1 
  9:00 am  Labor Day—Parish offices CLOSED 
      No Mass Scheduled 
Tuesday, September 2 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist 
           No Mass Scheduled 
Wednesday, September 3 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist 
  9:30 am  Adoration 
Thursday, September 4 
  9:00 am  Liturgy of the Word with Eucharist 
           No Mass Scheduled 
Saturday, September 6 
  4:00 pm  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
                (Anzalone Family) 
Sunday, September 7 
  9:00 am  Richard Hardish 
                (The Merwin Family)  

11:00 am  Marguerite Gilbertson 
      (Bereavement Ministry) 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  

JULY 21—27, 2025 

                Weekly Offerings $2,464.99 

                    Online Giving $2,073.00 

       Total $4,537.99 

Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.  

TEARDROP MINISTRY PRAYER 

 
Blessed Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 
we give thanks to our Father in Heaven 
who looked with mercy upon your tears 
over your wayward son. His conversion 
and heroic sanctification were the fruit of 
your prayers. 
Dear St. Monica we now ask you to pray 
with us for all those sons and daughters 
that have wandered away from God, and to 
add your prayers to those of all mothers 
who are worried over their children. Pray 
also for us that, following your example, we 
may, in the company of our children, one 
day enjoy the eternal vision of our Father in 
Heaven.  Amen.  St. Monica pray for us. 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joining is now as easy 
  as scanning this QR 
code. Just enter council 

11529 to be a member 
 of St. Monica’s council. 

 

We Need You—To Be Altar Servers 
Altar Server Training 

If you are now in Grades 3 through 7, 
please consider serving God during the 
Mass as an altar server. Training will be 
provided. To answer this call, just ask your 
parent / guardian to contact Deacon John 
at (848) 992-1652 or ataaaaaaaaaaa 
dcnjohnw@gmail.com. 

mailto:dcnjohnw@gmail.com
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 31, 2025 

The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm    

      

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and godparents 
  are required to attend our Baptism preparation class 
  or take the convenient online presentation. Please 
  call the Parish Office to register for the class held on  
  the first Thursday of every month at 7:00pm. Or stop  
  by the Parish Office to pick up a DVD copy of the  
  class. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an 
  international order of more than 2 million    
  Catholic men who are called to lead with  
  faith, protect our families, serve others,  
  and defend Catholic values in busy  
  changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a   
  long history of  support for the parish and any local  
  charities. If you would like to join just scan the QR  
  Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter council #11529.  

St. Monica’s “Teardrop” Ministry 
  The St. Monica Teardrop Ministry is a prayerful 
  initiative where individuals and the community come 
  together to intercede for loved ones who have drifted 
  away from their faith, drawing inspiration from St.  
  Monica's unwavering dedication to her husband and 
  son's conversion. Prayer is very powerful, it only took 
 1 Hail Mary for Jesus to come to earth.    

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or  
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

OCIA 
  Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request a one 
  year period of preparation for marriage in The 
  Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Belinda Azzollini,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  

mailto:jlwhite2271@gmail.com
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CALENDAR 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 5 

Saturday, August 23 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, August 24 
  Parish Festival & Picnic—No 9:00am mass 
 11:00 am Outdoor Mass 
 12:00 pm Parish Festival & Picnic 
Monday, August 25 
  9:00  am Mass  
Tuesday, August 26 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, August 27 
  9:00  am Mass 
Thursday, August 28 
  9:00  am Mass 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice (Little Church) 
Saturday, August 30 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, August 31 
  9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass 
Monday, September 1-Labor Day—Office Closed 
  

Tuesday, September 2 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, September 3 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
  9:30  am Adoration 
Thursday, September 4 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
  7:00  pm Pre-Baptismal Training 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 
Saturday, September 6 
  3:15  pm Confessions 
  4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, September 7 
  9:00 am Mass 
 11:00 am Mass 
 12:00 pm Women of St Monica (LC) 
Monday, September 8 
  

9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
Tuesday, September 9 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
  6:00  pm Religious Ed Parents Meeting 
  7:00  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, September 10 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
Thursday, September 11 
  9:00  am Liturgy of the Word 
  7:15  pm Adult Choir Practice 

   
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 31, 2025 

 

 Grief Support Group 
A Journey From Grieving to Healing 

 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Support Group Fall Session Begins Sept 25th - Nov 20th 2025  
(9 weeks) 

On Thursdays at 10 am in Little Church 
To Register call Deacon John 848-992-1652 or email – dcnjohnw@gmail.com or 

use the sign-up sheets in the back of the church 

Church of St. Monica, 679 W Veterans Hwy, Jackson, NJ 08527 

mailto:dcnjohnw@gmail.com
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It was a relatively minor event that took place on the afternoon of Sunday June 1. Pope Leo XIV, 
who had just finished celebrating a Mass for 70,000 people gathered in St. Peter’s Square for the 
Jubilee of Families, from children to grandparents. But now it was time for him to relax and have 
a scheduled lunch with friends for a special occasion. It was the 70th birthday party of an old 
friend, the head of the Augustinian Order, a post the pope himself had once held. It was at their 
world headquarters only a block away. 

Security demanded the pope ride an SUV, and it arrived with no fanfare. His Augustinian hosts 
greeted Leo; and then with a quick wave to the video photographer, the pope entered the build-
ing. Nobody else was around. But I noted Pope Leo’s humility in that brief incident. No ceremony 
with a squad of monsignors in tow. It was one man joining his longtime friend at the friend’s 
home. 

It may not always be obvious where humility ranks among the 
virtues. Suffice it to say it is tops with the Trinity, holy as they 
are. All the holy people we know, beginning with our Blessed 
Mother Mary, had it as part of their nature. 

In today’s Gospel, humility is being talked about out loud and 
clear in the lesson Our Lord teaches the guests at another din-
ner party in another house long ago, 

Let’s be clear. Humility is not denial of the obvious. Often such 
denial takes place when we’re complimented for some reason 
or another. Do you recall a scene in many old Hollywood west-
erns? The hero gets praise from the pretty girl for his skill at 
riding the bucking bronco. Then he shyly replies, “Aw shucks, 
Ma’am, ’twerent nuttin’.’” Actually our young cowboy is wrong. 
What he did was something; something done well. 

You see, humility is truth. The root of the word itself is “humus”, or “dirt.” We are nothing more 
than dust but created from it by a loving God. That’s the great lesson for us on Ash Wednesday. 

Besides Our Lady of Good Counsel, another of Pope Leo XIV’s models is St. Augustine, the 
guide of the Augustinian community of which he is a member. Here is one of that saint’s appro-
priate insights from a long-ago conversation. 

A certain public speaker asked the saint one day what was the chief rule of eloquence? Augus-
tine replied, “Delivery.” “Ah, but what is the second rule?” Again, the saint replied “Delivery.” 
“Then what is the third?” “Delivery.” came the reply. But then Augustine changed the subject. He 
said, “Sir, were you to ask me concerning the precepts of the Christian religion, first, second, 
third, and always, I would only answer this one way: Humility, humility and humility.’” 

God love you and give you His peace. 

By Rev. Leonard  N. Peterson 
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22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time—August 31, 2025 

(Continued on next page) 



649 

 

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 9 

August 26, 2025 
 
St. Monica’s Parish Festival was a successful event and blessed with a picture-perfect day. 
The enthusiasm of  all participants yielded to the afternoon filled with great food from our 
own renowned chef  and his crew. The Knights of  Columbus assisted with strength and 
service to set up and clean up. The Women of  St. Monica contributing their energy serving 
food and managing kitchen chores. Thank you to those who assisted with the Tricky Tray 
and Petting Zoo which added to the day’s activities. And, of  course, thank you — all the 
parishioners who donated in many ways to make the event a huge success. Thank you for 
all your encouragement and sharing that makes St. Monica’s “A Place Where Everyone is 
Family.” 
 
Alice Stephens, 
Event Planner and Chairman 
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  Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 
Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 
84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 
609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net 

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, directions and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless otherwise indicated. 
  
FRANCIS HOUSE OFFERS 4 WAYS TO MAKE THE FULL “THE SPIRITUAL EXERCIS-
ES.”     SEE www.FHOP.org/the-spiritual-exercises 

ZOOM ONLY 
ST. ELIZABETH OF THE TRINITY 
9 Thursdays            3:30 – 4:30 PM 
          September 25      December 18       March 26 
          October 23          January 22           April 23 
          November 20       February 26        May 21 
We will read and pray with Elizabeth of the Trinity’s four major but brief works. Do you need some consolation for 
your soul and a lift from your usual way of perceiving life? We will use St. Elizabeth of the Trinity: The Complete 
Works, Vol. 1, Revised Edition, translated by Aletheia Kane, OCD. Donation: $175 
  
THE DIVINE DANCE 
RICHARD ROHR 
9 Thursdays            10:00 AM – Noon 
          September 25       December 18        March 26 
          October 23           January 22            April 23 
          November 20       February 26           May 21 
God invites and beckons us into relationship and community through the Trinity. It is an exciting realization as we give 
ourselves openness to understanding God’s deep love for us through the Trinity! Richard Rohr’s book, The Divine 
Dance, will be our guide in prayer and discussion this year.  We will also spend time in contemplative prayer each ses-
sion. Donation: $200 
  
PRAYER & ACTION FOR EARTH 
9 Tuesdays        9:30 – 11:00 AM 
          September 16        December 9 March 10 
          October 14  January 13   April 14 
          November 11         February 10 May 12 
Our group will meet each month to pray, read and take action “for the good of our common home.”  We will use Come 
Have Breakfast: Meditations on God and the Earth by Elizabeth Johnson as a resource as we go deeper into the call to 
be “contemplatives in action” for Earth. Donation: $175 
  
ZOOM ONLY 
CENTERING PRAYER & THE 12 STEPS 
DIVINE THERAPY & ADDICTION 
9 Thursdays         7:00 – 8:00 PM 
September 11, December 11, March 5, October 9, January 8, April 9, November 6,  February 5 and May 7 
In his book, Divine Therapy and Addiction, Thomas Keating leads us through each of the 12 steps and shows us how 
God, the Divine Therapist, heals us through the combination of 12 step work and centering prayer. We all have attach-
ments and addictions. We all need the healing grace of God in our lives. Donation: $175 
  
9 MONTHLY ZOOM MEETINGS 
9 Wednesdays         3:00 – 4:30 PM or 7:00 – 8:30 PM 
September 10,  December 10,  March 11, October 8,  January 14, April 8,  November 12,  February 
11   and   May 13 
SPIRITUAL EXERCISES WITH POPE FRANCIS 
If your soul needs light and peace and hope, this program is for you. The time commitment is well worth it and to make 
it easier for you we are offering it both in the afternoon and the evening. You can swap back and forth if needed.  This is 
honestly a terrific treatment of the Spiritual Exercises for today's times as well as a good summary of Francis' teaching 
during his 12 years as our pope. We will use First Belong to God by Austen Ivereigh.  Donation: $200 

mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.fhop.org/
http://www.fhop.org/the-spiritual-exercises
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015, 2019
& 2024

Community
Service
Award

14 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

In Our 
4th Decade of 

Quality Service

French 
Drains

Foundation 
Repair

Mold 
Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofi ng.com

All Work Guaranteed

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

RECEIVE A
$250 GIFT CARD
WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF A HOT TUB, SWIM 

SPA, ABOVE GROUND, 
SEMI-IN-GROUND 
POOL, OR SAUNA

RT. 9 NORTH
FREEHOLD, NJ

centraljerseypools.com
732-462-5005

ABOVE GROUND • SEMI IN-GROUND AND IN-GROUND 
POOLS • HOT TUBS • SWIM SPAS • SAUNAS • CHEMICALS 

POOL PARTS • TOYS • SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

  HIC LIC#
13VH01191400

YOUR SUMMER STARTS HERE-DIVE INTO SAVINGS!
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated Since 1978

IN LOVING MEMORY OF GEORGE S. HASSLER

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Owner & Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Founder
(1941-2025)

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

PERSONAL CARE & 
COMPANION SERVICES

HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO

20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527

Phone: 862-755-8464 • 848-218-1555 • 773-960-5416
Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com

www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com

20% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Siding, Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

$1250 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

Licensed, Bonded, Insured
Family Owned & Operated for Over 25 Years

201-456-6461

Have you found
TMTM

FABERFABER
M

F R E E
DOWNLOAD!

in remembrance of

BEFORE YOU 
GET IN A 

RIDE SHARE

ASK

   STOP | ASK
MATCH | INFORMSAMI
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