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DECEMBER 8, 2024 
 

Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 
Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 
 

679 W. Veterans Highway 
Jackson, NJ 08527 

Our Parish is Served by: 
Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 
Deacon John L.White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
1st Thursdays 7pm 

or by appointment 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 

Readings for the Week – December 8, 2024 
Monday, December 9, 2024  Gn 3:9-15, 20 Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024  Is 40:1-11 Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 Mt 18:12-14 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024  Is 40:25-31 Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10 Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday,  December 12, 2024  Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab Jud 13:18bcde, 19 Lk 1:26-38  

Friday, December 13, 2024  Is 48:17-19 Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday, December 14, 2024  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11 Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

Sunday, December 15, 2024  Zep 3:14-18a Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 Phil 4:4-7 Lk 3:10-18 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, 
Dianne Smith, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, 
Marie Gould, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, 
Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Robin Trombino, Mary 
Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean 
Stein, Ann Rosetto, Elaine Stemmle, Tom 
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson 
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth, 
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler, 
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray 
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, 
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott, 
Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen 
Alexander, Angela Belmont 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, December 7 
4:00 pm  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
               (Anzalone Family)  

Sunday, December 8 
  9:00 am  Anthony Sasso (Karen Badach) 
11:00 am  Madison Gross  
                (Dcn John & Caroline White) 

Monday, December 9 
Immaculate Conception 
  9:00 am  Parishioners 
  7:00 pm  Parishioners 

Tuesday, December 10 
  9:00 am  Available 
Wednesday, December 11 
  9:00 am  Available 

Thursday, December 12 
 9:00 am    Available 

Saturday, December 14 
4:00 pm  Bob Dushanek (St Monica) 

Sunday, December 15 
  9:00 am  Frances Panicola  
                (Dcn John & Caroline White) 
11:00 am  Alexander Schpakow 
                (William & Linda Patullo)  

                 
 To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish 

Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  
NOVEMBER 18 - 24, 2024 

   

    Total                               $5,639.00 
Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 
parish.  

 

Online Giving is a way to simplify your 
giving and provide steady, consistent support 
that helps St Monica be ready with programs, 
services and ministries for families in 
our community and the maintenance of our 
facilities.  Your recurring gifts help 
strengthen our parish and sustain our 
ministries through the year. It's easy to get 
started.  Here are the ways to sign up: 
-Visit our website:  www.saintmonica.com  
- Scan the QR code below or 
- Contact Liz Hills in the parish office  
   732-928-0279 or email: 
   parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
 
 
 

 
Thank you and may God bless your generosity. 

Intentions for the living and deceased will be 
remembered at all Christmas Masses. 
Intention envelopes were mailed in our 
Christmas mailing. Additional envelopes are 
available at the entrances to the church and 
from the Parish Office. Intentions may be 
returned in the collection basket or dropped 
off at the Parish Office no later than Dec 15.  

Advent/Christmas/New Year  
Schedule of Services 

† 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Saturday, December 7 Mass 4:00 pm 
Sunday, December 8 9:00 am & 11:00 am Mass 

Monday, December 9 
Immaculate Conception (Holy Day) 

9:00 am & 7:00 pm Mass 
Daily Masses: 

Monday – Thursday  
9:00 am   (through December 19) 

Simbang Gabi – Christmas Novena, Rosary & Mass 
Saturday, December 21 

Rosary 6:30 pm 
Mass 7:00 pm 

Fourth Sunday of Advent (Sunday Obligation) 
Saturday, December 21- 4:00 pm 

Sunday, December 22 - 9:00 & 11:00 am  
Monday, December 23 

No 9:00 am Mass 
Christmas Eve - Tuesday, December 24 (Holy Day) 

4:00 & 10:00 pm 
Christmas Day - Wednesday, December 25 (Holy Day) 

9:00 am & 11:00 am 
New Year’s Eve - Tuesday, December 31 

9:00 am 
Solemnity of Mary - Wednesday, January 1  

(Holy Day) 
Mass 9:00 am & 7:00 pm 

Rehearsal Schedule is Tues. @ 7 p.m.:   
 

· Dec. 10 
· Dec. 17 

Direct your questions to the Parish Office at  
732-928-0279 or to 

parishoffice@saintmonica.com 

YOUTH CHRISTMAS SINGERS 

ONLINE GIVING 

CHRISTMAS MASS INTENTIONS 
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Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 

There is a renewed interest today in the an-
cient sacramental of blessed salt. As in the 
case of all sacramentals, its power comes not 
from the sign itself, but by means of the 
Church’s official prayer of blessing–a pow-
er the Church derives from Christ himself 
(see Matt. 16:19 and 18:18). 

Blessed Salt is a sacramental. Bottles of salt 
for blessing to become Blessed Salt are for 
sale after all Masses during Advent. Jesus 
said to the disciples, “You are the salt of the 
Earth,” in Matthew 5:13. 

Blessed Salt can be used to: create a spiritual 
barrier in your home to ward off evil spirits; 
bless those in your charge; be sprinkled on 
your threshold or foundation; as food; or 
spiritual protection while traveling. 

Each bottle is $10. If you choose to purchase 
Blessed Salt or order several bottles to be 
used as gifts, AFTER its purchase, Father 
Alex or the Deacons will bless it.  

This is a fundraiser to assist in church 
maintenance. What a great gift this would 
make for just about anyone! For questions, 
please contact Caroline White or the Parish 
Office. 

We’re looking for volunteers to assist with 
decorating  our Church for Christmas.  We 
will gather on Sunday, Dec. 22 at 12 noon. 
This is an opportunity for student service 
hours. 

See signup sheet at the back of  the Church, 
or call Liz Hills in the Parish Office  
732-928-0279, or email: 
 parishoffice@saintmonica.com.  

Please return Giving Tree gifts with their 
tags no later than Sunday, December 
15.  We are also looking for anyone wishing 
to adopt a family by donating a box of  food 
for Christmas.  Please see signup sheets at the 
back of  the church for details.  
Grocery gift cards are also welcome and may 
be placed in the collection baskets marked 
"Social Concerns Ministry." For questions, 
please contact the Parish Office.  Thank you 
in advance for your generosity in 
helping  these families. 

 The Knights of Columbus holding its annual 
CHRISTMAS TREE FUNDRAISER in support 
of St. Jude’s Children's Hospital and other 
local charities.   
Please visit us at our new location Premier 
Design located at 138 N. County Line Rd. 
in Jackson. Quality, freshly cut trees, grave 
blankets, and wreaths are available for pur-
chase beginning November 29th while supplies last.  

Hours are weekdays 1:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., 
and weekends 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  

New this year: a HOLIDAY PHOTO STATION 
& an appearance by SANTA! Please come 
out and support those in need this Christmas  
Season!   

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS TREE SALES 

SOCIAL CONCERNS HELP DECORATE OUR CHURCH 

BLESSED SALT 
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Sunday, December 8 
     9:00  am Mass 
   11:00  am Mass 
     7:00  pm    Adult Choir 
Monday, December 9 - Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation 
    9:00  am Mass 
    7:00  pm Mass 
   No Religious Ed Classes 
   Parish OfÞces Closed 
Tuesday, December 10 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Rel Ed Class 
    7:00  pm Yth Christmas Choir (Church) 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, December 11 
   9:00  am Mass 
   5:30  pm OCIA (LC) 
   7:00  pm K of C CUF (Church) 
 Thursday, December 12 
   9:00  am Mass 
 10:00  am Grief Share Mtg (LC) 
   1:00  pm Bible Study Grp (LC)   
   7:00  pm K of C Mtg (Parish Hall) 
Saturday, December 14 
   12:00 pm Altar Server Pizza Party(Hall) 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass  
Sunday, December 15 
    9:00  am Mass 
  11:00  am Mass/Rite of Welcome/Acceptance 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir 
Monday, December 16 
    9:00  am Mass 
    4:30  pm Rel Ed Class 
    6:15  pm Rel Ed Class 
 Tuesday, December 17 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Rel Ed Class 
    7:00  pm Yth Christmas Choir (Church) 
    7:30  pm K of C OfÞcer Mtg (LC) 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Parish Foyer) 
Wednesday, December 18 
   9:00  am Mass 



649 

 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 
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Second Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                           1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm        
   or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 
  1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with 
  Confessions 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Thursday    9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
  godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
  preparation program. Please call the Parish 
  Office to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
  May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It an international 
order of more than 2 million Catholic men who are 
called to lead with faith, protect our families, serve 
others, and defend Catholic values in a busy 
changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a 
long history of support for the parish and many local 
charities.  If you would like to join, simply scan the 
QR Code or go to KofC.org/join and enter council 
#11529. 

 
   

St Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon  
 John White 848-992-1652 or dcnjohnw@gmail.com 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

RCIA/OCIA 
  Rite/Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request  
  a one year period of preparation for marriage in  
  The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  
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Reflections on the Readings for the 2nd Sunday of Advent - December 8, 2024 
 

MAKING STRAIGHT THE PATH OF THE LORD  
Have you ever driven on a zigzag road? If you have, then you know how long it takes 
to get somewhere. It would be so much faster if you could just take a straight path to 
your destination. In today’s reading, we are told, “The winding roads shall be made 
straight.” But the real question is why roads, especially the road to God, get crooked 
in the first place.  

The answer is simple: First, we follow our will, and then we veer back to God. But that 
doesn’t last and we go our own selfish way again. Then we decide to do it God’s way, 
but before long, we are wandering off down our own road of bad intentions again. We 
do this over and over, and pretty soon we have created a very zigzag path indeed.  

How do we make our path straight? By following God’s will wholeheartedly. Our Fa-
ther gently calls us to repent from our crooked paths and return home to him. He 
reaches out and offers to help us find our way directly back to him. But it’s up to us if 
we are going to accept his offer to return from our self-imposed exile and “come back 
rejoicing, carrying [our] sheaves.”  

PRAYER 
Let us reflect on these words from the Gospel reading about how the Lord is coming 
to make the winding roads straight. Ask Jesus what they mean in your own life. What 
roads in your life are winding—are not the right path? What rough areas need to be 
made smooth?  

Take the word that comes to mind and reflect for a moment on what it means to you 
personally. For example, you might have been attracted to the words “winding road.” 
Ask yourself what they mean in your own life. What roads are winding? How can you 
make them straight?  

RESOLUTION 
St. Augustine said, “God created us without us, but he did not will to save us without 
us.” Ask God today what he wants you to do to prepare the way of the Lord in your 
heart. What practical thing can you do this week to straighten the paths of your life?  
|formed.org 
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Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015, 2019
& 2024

Community
Service
Award

14 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

EliteCare Consulting Group

ARLETY SOLANO
Principal

(917) 547-4273
   asolano9@outlook.com

Confused About Medicare?
 I’m Here To Help!

TILTON Body Works
SINCE 1932 - FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

NJ Licensed • Free Pickup & Delivery • Rental Vehicles 
Fast Repair Time • State of the Art Equipment

Written Guarantee on Workmanship

122 First Street • Lakewood • 732-363-1303
360 West Commodore Blvd • Jackson • 732-928-6388

tim@tiltonbodyworks.com
www.tiltonbodyworks.com

In Our 
4th Decade of 

Quality Service

French 
Drains

Foundation 
Repair

Mold 
Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofi ng.com

All Work Guaranteed
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

PERSONAL CARE & 
COMPANION SERVICES

HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO

20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527

Phone: 862-755-8464 • 848-218-1555 • 773-960-5416
Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com

www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com
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