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SEPTEMBER 15, 2024 
 

Our Parish is Served by: 
Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor 

Deacon Christian Knoebel 
Deacon John L.White 

We invite you to celebrate with us  

website:  www.saintmonica.com 
Parish Office: 732-928-0279 

Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
Fax: (732) 928-1853 

Religious Education:732-928-4038 
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 

Confessions 
Saturdays  
3:15 pm  

to 3:45 pm 
1st Thursdays 7pm 

or by appointment 
 

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/ 

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and  
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations. 

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA 

Masses 
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am 

Saturday 4 pm 
Sunday 9 am & 11 am 

 
 

679 W. Veterans Highway 
Jackson, NJ 08527 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 15, 2024 

Readings for the Week – September 15, 2024 
Monday, September 16, 2024  1 Cor 11:17-26, 33 Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10, 17 Lk 7:1-10 

Tuesday, September 17, 2024  1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 Lk 7:11-17 

Wednesday, September 18, 2024  1 Cor 12:31-13:13 Ps 33:2-3, 4-5, 12 and 22 Lk 7:31-35 

Thursday, September 19, 2024  1 Cor 15:1-11 Ps 118:1B-2, 16AB-17, 28 Lk 7:36-50 

Friday, September 20, 2024  1 Cor 15:12-20 Ps 17:1BCD, 6-7, 8B and 15 Lk 8:1-3 

Saturday, September 21, 2024  Eph 4:1-7, 11-13 Ps 19:2-3, 4-5 Mt 9:9-13 

Sunday, September 22, 2024  Wis 2:12, 17-20 Ps 54:3-4, 5, 6 and 8 Jas 3:16-4:3 Mk 9:30-37 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, 
Dianne Smith, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, 
Marie Gould, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth, 
Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Robin Trombino, Mary 
Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean 
Stein, Ann Rosetto, Elaine Stemmle, Tom 
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson 
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth, 
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler, 
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray 
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, 
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, September 14 
4:00 pm  Antoinette Szabo  
               (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)  

Sunday, September 15 
  9:00 am  Fran Panicola  
                (The Kaba Family)  
11:00 am  Robyn T Spruill  
                (Goldner Family) 

Monday, September 16 
  9:00 am  Ana Luz Ramos Zayas 
                (Conde Family) 

Tuesday, September 17 
  9:00 am Anna Jane Matich 
              (Tvaroha Family) 

Wednesday, September 18 
  9:00 am  Guy, Beatrice & Eugene Pagnotta 
               (Joseph & Matilde Curatolo) 

Thursday, September 19 
 9:00 am  Stephen V Balint, Jr (Kate Scott)  

Saturday, September 21 
4:00 pm  Peter Kinder  
               (Barbara & Jerry Santangelo)  

Sunday, September 22 
  9:00 am  Tony Sasso (Smith Family)  
11:00 am  Deborah MacInnes (St Monica)  

                
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  
AUGUST 26 - SEPTEMBER 1, 2024 

   

    Total                               $6,780.00 
Thank you for your contributions as we support 
the ministries, programs and facilities of our 
parish.  

 

2024 Annual Catholic Appeal Update: 
Goal: $18,000.00 
Pledged: $18,515.00 (103%) 
Paid: $18,355.00 (102%) 
Total Donors: 78 
Total Gifts: 88  
Average Gift: $210.40 

The psychological and spiritual wounds of 
abortion can be sharp, deep, and crippling. 
You may feel a deep numbness and may not 
be able to name the pain or recognize any of 
the symptoms. It can also have a devastating 
impact on the father or grandparents of the 
aborted child and friends of the mother.  
You do not have to continue to hide in shame 
and fear. Rachel’s Vineyard’s Retreat is a 
chance to focus on this painful time in your 
life through a supportive non-judgmental pro-
cess, in an atmosphere of confidentiality, un-
derstanding, and compassion. It is designed to 
help both women and men experience the 
mercy and compassion of God.  
If you have suffered through an abortion and 
have isolated yourself from healing and for-
giveness, you might consider attending one of 
our retreat weekends. For more information, 
contact Judy Warenkiewicz at 732-536-6871.  

All inquiries are strictly confidential. 
2024 Weekend Retreats 

November 15-17, 2024 

HEALING THE WOUNDS OF ABORTION 

HOW TO BECOME CATHOLIC? 

God loves you and has a plan for your life. Sin 
has interfered with that plan. God sent his son 
Jesus to conquer sin. So if you reorient your 
life to Christ, you can enjoy eternal life!  

So how to become Catholic? We can help on 
this side of Heaven! Get started by contacting 
the Parish Office for more information:  
parishoffice@saintmonica.com 
or 732-928-0279  
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 15, 2024 
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Saturday, September 14 
    1:00  pm Baptisms 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, September 15 
    9:00  am Mass 
   10:00  am  OCIA (LC) 
    11:00   am Mass 
Monday, September 16 
    9:00 am Mass 
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes  
     6:15 pm Religious Education Classes  
Tuesday, September 17 
   9:00 am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes  
   7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)   
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
Wednesday, September 18 
    9:00  am Mass 
 Thursday, September 19 
    9:00  am Mass 
   7:00 pm Men’s Prayer Group (Church) 
Saturday, September 21 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, September 22 
    9:00  am Mass 
   10:00 am OCIA (LC) 
   11:00   am Mass 
Monday, September 23 
    9:00 am Mass 
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes  
     6:15 pm Religious Education Classes  
     7:00  pm Finance Cmte Mtg (Parish Office) 
Tuesday, September 24 
   9:00 am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes  
   7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)   
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Foyer) 
    7:30  pm K of C Officer Mtg. (LC)  
Wednesday, September 25 
    9:00  am Mass 
 Thursday, September 26 
    9:00  am Mass 
    9:30  am Mass for Life, St. Mary - Trenton 
     7:00  pm K of C Mtg (Parish Hall) 
 

Retrouvaille:  Discover The Love in 
Your Marriage 

Tens of thousands of couples have healed 
their marriages through Retrouvaille 
(pronounced Retro-vy).  If you know anyone 
who could benefit from this program, please 
pass this on.  Couples learn to build 
communication skills and to increase 
intimacy.  It provides help for marriage 
problems, difficulties or crises.   
The next program will be held the weekend 
of October 4 - 6 at the Family Life Center in 
Malvern, PA.  For more information, or to 
register, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org  
or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230.  All 
inquiries are strictly confidential.  

RETROUVAILLE MARRIAGE HELP 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
  Monday - Thursday     9:00 am--3:30 pm 
  Saturday              4:00 pm  
  Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
  Holy Days              As Noted 
  Reconciliation:  Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                           1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm        
   or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &  
Benediction 
  1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 
  1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with 
  Confessions 

Parish Office Hours  
  Monday - Friday   9:00 am - 3:30 pm 

Baptisms 
  Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
  godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
  preparation program. Please call the Parish 
  Office to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
  May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
  The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by 
  Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an inter- 
  national order of more than 2 million Catholic men 
  who are called to lead with faith, protect our famil- 
  ies, serve others, and defend Catholic values in a 
  busy, changing world. St Monica Council #11529  
  has a long history of support for the parish and many 
  local charities. If you would like to join, simply scan 
  the QR Code or go to KofC.org/join and enter  
  council #11529. 

 
   

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
  Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 

Bereavement Ministry 
  Please contact the parish office for more information. 

Grief Support 
  For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
  friend. This is a Catholic-centered Support Group  
  offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential  
  environment to support your journey from grieving    
  to healing. For registration and details contact  
  Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or   
  dcnjohnw@gmail.com 
 

Youth Group 
  Open to all children of St Monica registered families 
  and we would love to have you join us. For more 
  information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261. 

RCIA/OCIA 
  Rite/Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
  For those who are seeking full membership in the 
  Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.  

New Parishioners 
  Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
  may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com 
  Please contact the parish office for further info. 

Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
  Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in  
  their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow  
  closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through  
  discipleship and evangelization. 

Marriages 
  The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request  
  a one year period of preparation for marriage in  
  The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make  
  arrangements. 

Religious Education 
  Children are expected to receive a Catholic- 
  Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
  regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in  
  on-going Religious Education classes. Our program 
  includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,  
  Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038  
  or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  

Legion of Mary 
  Members participate in the life of the parish through 
  a program of prayers and service. The Legion of 
  Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over 
  18 years of age who have the good will to want to 
  serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at 
  St. Monica every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. The Legion is 
  always looking to recruit new members. If you 
  discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother, 
  and feel she is calling you to join, please contact 
  the Parish Office. 

Women of St Monica 
  A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving  
  to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
  promoting community, and conducting fundraisers  
  throughout the year and enhance parish life in 
  a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for      
  more info.  
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Reflections on the Readings from the 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Sept. 15, 2024 
 

GETTING BEHIND THE MESSIAH  
Many people acknowledge Jesus as a great religious teacher but do not actually follow his 
teachings. Today’s Gospel drives home the fact that mere intellectual recognition of Jesus is 
not enough. He asks his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” (Mark 8:27). After they give 
him a report, he then asks them personally, “But who do you say that I am?” (v. 29). The point 
is that we cannot acknowledge Jesus’s existence without making changes in our own lives. 
Rather, we must be baptized in the name of the Lord and then surrender our entire lives to him, 
rejecting our bad habits. And, if we were baptized as infants, we must ask for an increase in the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity as we journey toward the heavenly fatherland.  

Saint Peter sets the example for us by publicly proclaiming that Jesus is the Messiah, but he 
fails to accept the whole mission. When Jesus predicts his own Passion, Death, and 
Resurrection, Peter denies that it will happen, showing his own lack of faith in Christ’s 
redemptive mission. In turn, Jesus rebukes Peter as “Satan” for failing to think like God thinks. 
Jesus’s words recall the words of Isaiah: “My thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways” (Isaiah 56:8). Our thinking can be very limited, yet we must have faith in Christ’s 
Paschal Mystery. In fact, suffering and death are at the heart of Christ’s mission as the 
Messiah, and the same will be true for us as we follow him. In order to be real disciples of 
Christ, we must follow Jesus on the road to Mt. Calvary: deny oneself, take up the cross, and 
follow him. The only way to save your life is to lose it (see v. 35) and the only path to 
resurrection is through suffering and death.  

PRAYER 
Jesus speaks plainly to his disciples today. He frankly shares with them the Father’s plan, 
which he will bring to fruition at his Crucifixion. His plan is difficult to understand for the people 
who love him and now depend on him. Imagine hearing that your dear friend and teacher would 
have to suffer greatly and be killed. Like Peter, our reaction would probably be one of denial. 

But Jesus’s words should shock us. He tells Peter, “Get behind me, Satan.” How can Jesus call 
Peter “Satan,” when he will become the Rock on which the Catholic Church is built? How can 
the first Pope be called “Satan?” Jesus’s harsh rebuke of St. Peter indicates the gravity of his 
doubt: Peter doubts the Paschal Mystery. Namely, he doubts that Christ will redeem the world 
through his Passion, Death, and Resurrection. Peter doubts the very means of his own 
salvation! Today, let us pray that we place all our faith in Christ’s death and resurrection, 
recognizing the salvation that he won for us on the Cross.  

RESOLUTION  
Today’s Gospel is not a “feel good” teaching. Take some time to answer Jesus’s question to his 
disciples: “Who do you say that I am?” If Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, then to whom else 
can we turn? Next, take some time to recognize the cross or crosses you are facing. How can 
you “take up your cross” this week? What will change in your attitude towards these trials?   

It is not easy to take up our crosses and follow Jesus, and it is not a decision that we make 
suddenly and then habitually do it with perfection. Every day, several times a day, we will 
probably need to re-commit to embracing the cross in our lives at that moment and ask Jesus to 
fill us with his grace. Reminders throughout our home, office space, car, etc. can help us to stay 
focused on our goal of following Christ. Place a small cross or an image of the crucifix in these 
places so that you remember who you are following and how you are to follow him.  |formed.org 
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PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!

Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant              Instagram: @QwanaCP 

www.Time2GoVacations.com
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist

(848) 444-3515

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

In Our 
4th Decade of 

Quality Service

French 
Drains

Foundation 
Repair

Mold 
Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofi ng.com

All Work Guaranteed

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015, 2019
& 2024

Community
Service
Award

14 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

ROOFING • CHIMNEYS
MASONRY • GUTTERS

DECK REPAIR

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years
732-589-9967

Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

$1100 OFF
Any New Roof Replacement

20% OFF
Any Roof, Chimney, Gutter, 
Masonry Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

EliteCare Consulting Group
ARLETY SOLANO

Principal
(917) 547-4273

    • asolano9@outlook.com
Confused About Medicare? I’m Here To Help!
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

PERSONAL CARE & 
COMPANION SERVICES

HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO

20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527

Phone: 862-755-8464 • 848-218-1555 • 773-960-5416
Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com

www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com
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