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SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

Our Parish is Served by:

Masses Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am Deacon Christian Knoebel
Saturday 4 pm Deacon John L.White

Sunday 9 am & 11 am We invite you to celebrate with us

website: www.saintmonica.com
679 W. Veterans Highway Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Jackson, NJ 08527 Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853
Religious Education:732-928-4038
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

> : The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and
. caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives
m &IWW w the message of Christ, seeks to support and
R eV|V OI waso strengthen family life, and serves those in need

through parish ministries and organizations.

Confessions

Saturdays
3:15 pm
to 3:45 pm
Ist Thursdays 7pm

or by appointment

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

MASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, August 31
4:00 pm Matthew Francis Coughlin, 111
(Michael & Lynn Scott)

Sunday, September 1
9:00 am Edward Sena
(Bereavement Ministry)
11:00 am Mary Ann Barta
(Monica Grima)

Monday, September 2 - Labor Day
9:00 am No Mass

Tuesday, September 3
9:00 am Ed Cullen
(Piacentino Family)

Wednesday, September 4
9:00 am John Piacentino, Jr
(Piacentino Family)

Thursday, September 5
9:00 am Pasquale Fallone (Gerarda Fallone)

Saturday, September 7
4:00 pm Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone
(Anzalone Family)

Sunday, September 8
9:00 am Maryrose McEnery (Marie Gould)
11:00 am Deborah Maclnnes (St Monica)

To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office.

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth,
Dianne Smith, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock,
Marie Gould, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino,
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, Arlene Toth,
Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto,
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune,
Phillip Wenz, Robin Trombino, Mary
Miniscalchi, Llane Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean
Stein, Ann Rosetto, Elaine Stemmle, Tom
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth,
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler,
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle,
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they

can be removed.
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Readings for the Week - September 1, 2024
Monday, September 2, 2024 1 Cor 2:1-5 Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 Lk 4:16-30

Tuesday, September 3, 2024 1 Cor 2:10b-16 Ps 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13AB, 13CD-14 Lk 4:31-37
Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1 Cor 3:1-9 Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 Lk 4:38-44
Thursday, September 5, 2024 1 Cor 3:18-23 Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 Lk 5:1-11

Friday, September 6, 2024 1 Cor 4:1-5 Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 Lk 5:33-39

Saturday, September 7, 2024 1 Cor 4:6b-15 Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 Lk 6:1-5

Sunday, September 8, 2024 Is 35:4-7a Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 Jas 2:1-5 Mk 7:31-37
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE

Monday, September 204 is Labor Day.
There will be no Mass
and Parish Offices will be closed.

Beginning Tuesday, September 3
we resume regular Parish Office Hours

Monday Fr1day 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Wednesday, September 4t there will be
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
following the 9:00 a.m. Mass

B L o o o o o i

Thursday, September 5% there will be
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Benediction & Confessions
trom 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

All are welcome!

B b L o o o o U U g

Wednesday, September 11t &
Thursday, September 12t
9:00 am Liturgy of the Word & Communion
(There is no Mass)

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
AuGuSsT 12 - 18, 2024

Total $4,716.00
Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries, programs and facilities of our
parish.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES BEGIN
SEPT 16 & 17

Classes begin for registered students.

BISHOP’S BLESSING

BEREAVEMENT GROUP

St. Monica offers a Bereavement Support
Group Session in the fall for those who are
grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic-centered Support
Group offering a caring, compassionate, and
confidential environment in which to voice
your feelings.

The program introduction will be held on
Sunday, September 15 at 12:15 p.m. at St.
Monica Church, 679 W. Veterans Hwy.,
Jackson NJ. The first session will begin on
Sunday, September 22 at 12:15 pm.

For registration and details contact Deacon
John White 848-992-1652

ot denjohnw(@gmail.com

The Bishop's Anniversary Blessing is an
annual Mass and reception to honor all
couples celebrating their 1st, 25t or 50 (or
more) wedding anniversary.

This event takes place on two Sundays in
October, one at the Cathedral of St. Mary in
Trenton for couples from Mercer and
Burlington County parishes, and the other
at the Co-Cathedral of St. Robert
Bellarmine in Freehold for couples from
Ocean and Monmouth County parishes.

Family and friends are encouraged to
attend. Pre-registration is open and is
required; couples may register at your

parish office, or online at http://
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/bishops-

Couples must be validly married in the
Catholic Church to participate in the
Bishop's Anniversary Blessing. Deadline to
register September 15, 2024.
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

PILGRIMAGE TO FINLAND, SWEDEN, DENMARK, NORWAY, ICELAND

Helsinki, Stockholm, Link&ping, Varnhem Abbey, Gothenburg, Copenhagen, Tivoli Gal'dens, Oslo, Reykjavik
DAILY MASS WITH FR ALEX ENRIQUEZ
September 01-13, 2025, for 13 days. Tour Cost: $4,899.00 LAND ONLY plus (Airfare §1,100 subject to change)
NOTE: $4,839 hased on 30 Pilgrims; For 45 Pilgrims less $200 off on Lend Tour

| Tour Price Includes
| Hotel accommodation ul wurisi-class hotels. 2 nights on cruise. Daily breakfast and dinner. exeept Reykjavik, Round tip transfers from Aiport lo Hotel, All
entranee fees in the itinerary. Touring in the itinerary with a deluxe air-conditioned motor coach. Daily Mass armangements, Bagenge handling at hotels.
| Only une pieee of ugmyre per person. Hotel taxes and seeviee charges. Not included: Lunches, grawitics [or puides and driver and anvihing nol mentioned.
ITINERARY
Day 1. September 01, Mondgy, Departure to HELSINKI (FINLAND)

Our pilgrinage begins us we leave our hometown for an overnight Might te Helsinki, Firland. Dinner and breakfast are served on bounl.
Tuesday, A to HE
LUpon arrival. meel your driver .:mcl ransfer to your Imtcl in H |L|.b|ll]‘.1 Dnmu und overnight in Heisinki.

Afler brm!.ln.:l we will have a cuy tour of Helsinki. Famous smhh m_lm*c the Senate Square, Llspmxki Cuthedral, Parliament House, Finlandia Hall.
Sibelivs Purk & Monumen, and Underground Temple. Late atierneon, we will board an overnight cruise ship w Stockholn., Dinner and overnight o1 board,
oLM
Scandinavian buffet breakfust is heing served on board. After disembarkation. we will celebrate Mass al Saiet Eugene or Suint Erie Church. Aftcr mass, we
will start e d-hour guided tour of Stackholm. Pamons sights on the our include the Royal Palace. the Parlinment Buildings. the istand of Djurparden, and
the O Town (Ciamia Stan), with it narrow streets and numerous antique shops. The highlight of the tour is s visit o City Hall with its Fimous Blue and
CGiolden 1alls, where the Nobel Prize Banquet is held euch yeur, Aller visiting the unigue Yasa Ship Musenm, (ree time for shopping in Stockholi.
September i TA ABBEY. MOTOLA
After breakfast. we will drive w Linkdping to visil the Cathedral. located where a small chureh in the form of a cross was built in the 12ih eeniury, Then we
will continge w drive (v Vet Abbey. founded at the beginning of the 12tk century by King Inge the Elder uind Queen Heleni. ul Pope Paschal [ request.
The neat visitis b Vidsiena Abbey, Motherhouse ol the Bridgeuine Order, located o1t the shores of Luke Wetter. We mjl selehrate Mass at Vadstena
Abbey. Um11'|.n.m|.| n\.tmwhl in Motala..

¢ LA 5] 1
Alier hre*ll-.iflﬁl we m!l dl‘]‘.‘l.. 10 Sweden's oldest Cllrl::lum pluul... Varnhem Albey, where you'll i o churchyard (rom the Viking era, evidence of tieir
canversion 1o Christianity over LOM vears ago. We will continue w drive w Gothenburg 1o visit the splendid Botanic Gardens, one of the largest and bust in
Lurape, with aver 1,000 species of plants in dri‘f\:'rcnt greenhouses and areas fike the rock parden and herb garden. Dinner and overnight in Gothenborg,
Day 7. PEMNHAGEN (DEN
After breakfust, we will drive to Copenhagen. On |hc way. we will visit Lund Cathedral. The Cathedral was conseerated in | 145 and contains many well-
Known artifits and features of considerable historical imerest. Then, we will drive (o Ystud 1o visit the Frunciscan Yatad Monastery, Founded in 1267 this s
he oldest medieval monastery in Sweden and. wgether with Vadstena Abbey. one of the best preserved. Disner and overnight in Copenhazen

8 te Mond

Today. we will explore Copentfiagen: Meet Hans Christian Andersen’s Little Mermaid sazing wistiully across the hacbar, then visit the Christunsbors Pulace,
the seat of the Danish Government. Celebrate Mass ut Saint Anspar's Cithedral, Saint Ansar is known for his missionary activities in Seundinavia, bringing
the mcws gc of Christ o IhL paupli. ol these lands, é.llar dinner. we -.nI] vl«ll the world- J.'amou: Tiveli Gurdens. Dinner and overnight in Copenhagen,

Afier hr'..rlhta-il we t'.n'ei o R.m!u[dcm visit the Lui[mdml the eurlicst major ceclesiastical hmhllnn in northern Europe. 1 is noteworthy for suceessin
architeetural styles used in the aneillary chupels and porches ndded over many centuries: during w hich it has served as e mausolenm of the Danish rm.n]
family, Then we will visit the faseinating Viking Ship Musenm. At the end of the tour. we will return o Coperthngen to bourd our ovemight eruise io Dslo.
Enjoy a delicious Scandinavian bulfet dinner on boand on the way to Oslo,
edn
Scundinavizn butfel breakfast is being served on hoard. as you sail up the exeiting Oslo Flord w reach the Norw cpian capital. After disembarkation. We will
celebraule Mass al Suint Olav’s Uathedral. the primary Catholic sanctuary in Oslo. Pope Jolin Paul 1 visited the Cathedral in 1989, After Mass, proceed for an
Osla tour ta visit Frogner Park, Akershus Fortress, founded in 1299 during the reign of King Hakon V., The medicval castle was modemized and convertad
into 2 Renaissance m}.ﬂ residence, Dinner and overnight in !Mn:
OSLO -~ IK (ICELAND!

After break st transfer Lo Airport. Upon arrival at Kellavik Adrpor, transfer to the hotel in Reykjavik, Dinmer on vour own. Ovemight in [teykiavik.
Day 12. September 12, Friday, REVKJAVIK
After breakfast. we will have a city sightseeing wur of Reykjavik ingluding the twwn of Hafharfjordur where we visit the Fish Markel, the Open-Air Museum
Arbaer, one af the open-air swimming pools, und the lowermg Hallerim's Chureh. old town. the harbor, the sumnit meeting house Hafdi, and the Howse of

‘arliament. Allernaon visit the majestic water(ulls mt Gullfoss and the famous erupting hot springs ot Geysic with its colorful pools aud leaping hel springs.
Dinner on vour own, Overnisht in Reykjavik.
Day 13, 1 D
After breakfiust, we will go 1o the Blue Lagoon. a mincral-rich azune ke where you can hixoriate in the warm. rejuvenating waters before we loke our flight
hume,

MARLENE & JUN_OSMA (973) 953-5033  Email:marleneosmad26@gmail.com
: 7671 ~ EMAIL; alexcel01@msn.com
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CALENDAR

Saturday, August 31
3:15 pm Confessions

4:.00 pm Mass
Sunday, September 1
9:00 am Mass
11:.00 am Mass

1200 pm  Women of St. Monica Mtg. (LC)
Monday, September 2

Labor Day

No 9:00 am Mass

Parish Offices Closed
Tuesday, September 3

9:00 am  Mass

6:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC)

7:00 pm  Adult Choir
Wednesday, September 4

9:00 am Mass

9:30 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Thursday, September 5

9:00 am Mass

7:00 pm  Adoration Benediction /Confessions
Friday, September 6

6:00 pm  Youth Group Mtg. (LC)

Saturday, September 7
3:15 pm  Confessions

4:.00 pm Mass
Sunday, September 8
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am  Mass
Monday, September 9
9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, September 10
9:00 am Mass
6:00 pm  Legion of Mary (LC)
7:00 pm  Adult Choir

Wednesday, September 11
9:00 am Liturgy of the Word/Communion
Thursday, September 12

9:00 am Liturgy of the Word w/Communion
6:00 pm  Religious Education Parent Mtg. (Church)
700 pm Kof C Mtg. (Hall)

Saturday, September 14

1:00 pm  Baptisms (2) Fr Alex
3:15 pm  Confessions
4:.00 pm Mass
Sunday, September 15
9:00 am  Mass
11:.00 am  Mass

FIRST
THURSDAYS
7 P.M.

7o AN

RS

A blessing is a divine and life-giving action, the
source of which is God the Father; his blessing
is both word and gift. When applied to us, the
word blessing means “adoration” and
“surrender” to our Creator in thanksgiving. From
the beginning until the end of time the whole of
God’s work is a blessing. The Father is
acknowledged and adored as the source and
the end of all the blessings of creation and
salvation, pouring into our hearts the Gift that
contains all gifts, the Holy Spirit.

“The Church and the world have a great need
for Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this
sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to
go to meet him in adoration, in contemplation of
full faith, and open to making amends for the
serious offenses and crimes of the world. Let

our adoration never cease.” Pope John Paul Il
Dominicae cenae, 3

Join us in Eucharistic Worship
“Adoration and Benediction”
Thursday, September 5, 2024
7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Adults and students welcome!

(F e fa rdice | jﬂ% a7




TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

The Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

-
fias been

Ve your souls.

-Jas'1:21-22

oy Images

Start off the school year with a prayer! Our parish is praying
for all of our students, families and teachers.

Prayer to Begin a School Year/Semester

Blessed are vou, Lord God,

Creator of body and mind and heart;

you have sent the Spirit of wisdom and knowledge

to guide your people in all their ways.

At the beginning of this new school year (or semester/term)
we implore your mercy:

bless the students, teachers, and staff of N.,

that together we may grow in faith, hope, and love

as we learn from you and each other

how to follow your Son Jesus.

Expand the horizons of our minds,

that we may grow in wisdom,

understanding, and knowledge;

deepen our commitment to seek the truth of your ways;
and enliven our faith to reach out 1o those in need.
Glory and praise to you, Lord God,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever.

R/. Amen

- ) it
Py . +
g‘i\i {' -t h" "i I Copyright ® 2021, Unied Sates Conferende of Cathalie Bashops, Washington. D AN Aghis rosorvod. Prapes tabeen from .
."\'..!t { LAITent the Catholie Houschold Blesings and Prayers, Revieod BEditien [Washingion, D UESCCR, 20007 ), USCCH #00, BU N
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St. John Church in Lakehurst is sponsoring
a bus to the New Jersey Mass for Life/
March for Life on Thurs., September 26th.
The bus will depart St. John’s at 7:30 a.m.
from 619 Chestnut St, Lakehurst. We’ll at-
tend the 9:30 AM Mass at St. Mary’s
Cathedral in Trenton.

Next, we’ll walk to the statehouse for the
11:00 a.m. Rally and 12 Noon March for
Life. We’ll walk back to the bus and return
to St. John’s. We will probably walk a total
of about two miles.

To reserve a seat on the bus, visit or call us
in the parish office at 732-657-6347. We are
asking for a $10 donation to secure a seat.
The Knights of Columbus from St. John’s
and SEAS will be paying for most of the
cost of the bus.

We will be advertising to parishioners in lo-
cal parishes and making our bus open to
everyone on a first come first served basis.
For more information, visit:

https:/ /marchforlife.org/newjersey/

Pt/
LEUCHARSTIC ADORATION

God loves you and has a plan for your life.
Sin has interfered with that plan. God sent his
son Jesus to conquer sin. So if you reorient
your life to Christ, you can enjoy eternal life!

So how to become Catholic? We can help on
this side of Heaven! Get started by contacting
the Parish Office for more information:
parishoffice@saintmonica.com

or 732-928-0276

You are invited to New Jersey’s

Masa o Life

Thursday, September 26, 2024
9:30 a.m.

Cathedral of St. Mary

of the Assumption =
151 N. Warren Street, Trenton

CELEBRANT HomiLst
Cardinal Joseph W.  Bishop David M.
Tobin, CSsR O'Connell, .M.

No RSVP » Seating 1st comie 1st served

NEW JERSEY  *Masswill endin time to walk to the Statahouse
MARCH = LIFE  Annex for the NJ Rally & March for Life

2. @%%ﬁ

(I:M 'I Illl.'-ﬂ IWﬂPl’\M

For full information, visit: dmuﬂseuftl’mlnn.nrg.l'n}mth for-life

with every woman, for every child

NEW JERSEY

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY | SEPTEMBER 36T, 20234 | sWHYWEMARCH 2NIMARCHFORLIFE

SEPTEMBER 26TH, 2024

TEOC AkY - RALLY
12:00 PM. - MARCH FOR LIFE

125\ State 5t
Tranten, N1 GES08

FOR MORE
IMFORMATION, VISIT:

MNI1.MARCHFORLIFE.ORG

OF STAN THE CODE BELOW

TR i EEreE

s Lot

MARCH = LIFE
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - SEPTEMBER 1, 2024

“The Family that Praysﬂ;f Together Stays Together”

The Diocese of Trenton at the Nationg! Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa

Family Pilgrimage at the
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa

654 Ferry Road Doylestown, P4 18901

= | i # > - E .;.‘_ =

~

aeenda  Oaturday, September 14, 2024

9:00 - 9:45 am — Concert 9AM - 3:30PM
10:00 - 11:00 am - Holy Mass

11:00 — 11:30 am — Procession

11:30 am — 12:00PM praise and worship music

12:00 pm —Music, Activities for families, Visit to all the chapels.
2:30 pm — Bilingual Holy Rosary in the Rosary Garden

3:30 pm — Farewell

This event is FREE
Bring your own Lunch

For more information contact : ‘L
Belén Perez — 609.403.7133 %3

hitps://dioceseofirenton.org/pilgrimage

649
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday  9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm
or by appt.

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &
Benediction

1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am
1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with
Confessions

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and
godparents are required to attend our Baptism
preparation program. Please call the Parish
Office to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529

The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by
Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It an international
order of more than 2 million Catholic men who are
called to lead with faith, protect our families, serve
others, and defend Catholic values in a busy
changing world. St Monica Council #11529 has a
long history of support for the parish and many local
charities. If you would like to join, simply scan the
QR Code or go to KofC.org/join and enter council
#11529. -

Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Bereavement Ministry
Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families
and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.
RCIA/OCIA

Rite/ Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages

The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request
a one year period of preparation for marriage in
The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through
a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at
St. Monica every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica
A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in
a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for
more info.

preosatss 1o If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
PROTECT of'the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
N .,,t or f you know someone who was, you can report that

wF abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLIME: 1-888-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org

PLEDGE TO

HEAI




CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA, JACKSON, NEW JERSEY PAGE 10

Reflections onthe Readings fromthe 227 Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 1, 2024

LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS

People in our society today often talk about being a “basically good person.” When we start
thinking about what we should do or how we should act in specific situations, we might
measure ourselves against this vague idea of the “basically good person.” We might even
hide behind the idea of being a “good person” when we don’t want to do the right thing in the
moment.

This flawed vision of the moral life translates into how we live as Christians. We think that
God simply wants us to be a “good person,” and relativize our sins, comparing them to our
good actions. But this is not the message of the Gospel. Rather, through Christ’s Death and
Resurrection, we have the grace to be completely transformed from the old self—the person
living in sin, to the new self—the person who lives entirely in Christ (Eph. 4:22-24).

God wants us to give him our whole lives, to live in complete unity with him. If we give our
hearts entirely to him, the power of Jesus’s Resurrection can transform us so that we
become more like him. Our actions will then flow seamlessly from our hearts, because we
have been transformed to live like Christ.

PRAYERS

Return to the Gospel for today. We can relate to the Pharisees, who are so focused on the
motions and actions of their lives that they have forgotten what it truly means to love God.
Their worship and good actions are in vain because they refuse to give their hearts to the
Lord. They have kept themselves ritually clean on the surface, but sin has been allowed to
grow and fester in their hearts in secret. The same happens to us when we do not give our
hearts to God. Jesus calls everyone to repentance, such that we give our whole lives to
God.

Take a word that comes to mind from the Gospel reading and reflect on what it means to
you personally. For example, the phrase “Things that come out from within are what defile”
might have stuck out to you. Ask yourself what this means in your own life. Are you possibly
only going through the motions—attending Sunday Mass, being a good person, attending
Bible studies, or serving the poor—but not completely giving your heart to Jesus and
allowing him to transform your life to reflect his own more perfectly? Is there sin and
brokenness hiding within your heart from which he desires to free you?

RESOLUTION

The true Gospel demands more of us than simply going through the motions—the true
Gospel calls us to give our whole being to Christ. He asks us to share in his own life, to lift
up our hearts to him and allow him to transform us. If we are truly living as Christians, we put
ourselves in the hands of a loving Father who is preparing us for heaven. Sadly, many
Catholics go through their whole lives attending Church without hearing this Good News.
This week, how can you start to purge your life of the lies of the world and live in the reality
of the Gospel? How can you lift up your heart to the Lord and give him permission to
transform yOU? |formed.org




Youn Vacation Qusaits. Let your faith inspire your financial decisions.
) " With Knights of Columbus and its partners’ you can protect your family, plan for your
CRUISE PLANNERS

retirement and give meaningfully — all in harmeny with your Cathelic faith.
" CRUISES, RESORTS & MORE

&. Knights of Daniel McGeehan
=~ www.Time2GoVacations.com

2 i . 732-597-3832
/ Columbus daniel. mcgeehan@kofc.org
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist FESES
(848) 444-3515

Contact me today to learn more.
Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant Instagram: @QwanaCP =]

Kt o C o ruul_-lx i, sl give of Cobumbius Asee M_vibm: i hMMc\!Cu\uuun_chuhhl- Fuitsd,
732-719-7250
AseacATn basement waterproofing

are i 1hi sach provide srpsamie and ditinee b4 and wervices, mlanning, lite and cisabdity ncoome
2014-2025 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient I ) Our

F ite Celebisation” Home % Coﬁlfl?lflfity Quality Service
NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE '~ = Semiee

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County . French
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road glj'e“gtl Drains

o
14 years in a row!

T
i

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

«Rice

Estate and Elder Law Firm

Foundation
ROOFING - CHININEYS Repair
MASONRY . GUTTERS
DECK REPAIR

— - : Mold
We Find & Fix Leaks! §$1100 OFFE Remediation

:Any New Roof Replacement:
N D I :
uE &) p o e g
-« Elder Law + Estate Planning (Wills, : 20% OFF |

z 1
= Estate and Trust Trusts, Power of Attomey, ! i !
Estate and Tus el GO ROYAL PRO : any Roor chimney, utter, | IENETHINIRERED

= Estate Litigation/Will Speclal Needs Planning)
Disputes = Guardianships

* Medicald Planning Family Owned/Operated OLic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured 020+ Years 732-777-7888

7 3 Z - 5 89 = 99 6 7 www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

kfiero@timriceelderlaw.com 833.888.0462
www.timriceelderlaw.com

In-Home Senior Care
We provide all kinds of assistance, g

Comfort
Keepers

from personal care to light
housekeeping, We keep seniors in
their own homes and enable them
to live independently.

Elevating the
Human Spirit

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

PIZZA
ENTREE'S
SANDWICHES

fully licensed and Insured
www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey
Serving St. Monicas Parish
Since 2001

Proudly supporting
the St. Monica
Community!

CatholicMatch.com/dateNJ

649 Church of St. Monica, Jackson, NJ (inside) Rt. Shore John Patrick Publishing Company [1800-333-3166 Cwww.jppc.net




Offering Pre-Planning Programs

Brian T. Hassler

Manager - .
N.J. Lic. No. 4054 Original Family Owned and Operated

Since 1978

Parishioners

Handicap-Accessible Facility

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director 732-364-6808

N.J. Lic. No. 3193 contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

980 Bennetts Mills Rd.
www.hasslerfuneralhome.com Jackson, NJ

Tune-Ups « Brakes » Welding
e Front Ends « New State Jersey Inspection

g.“- ~ Conplete Autonotive Senuices ~
Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211 COUNTY LINE & BENNETTS MILLS ROAD
www.fivestarpainting.com (732) 367—2832

PERSONAL CARE &

COMPANION SERVICES
HOME HEALTH SERVICES & TRAINING SCHOOL
Vivian Newman, Founder/CEO
20 Mantoloking Drive
Jackson NJ 08527

Phone: 862-755-8464 + 848-218-1555 « 773-960-5416
Email: newmanpccsinfo@gmail.com
WHERE ALl ARE PRECIOUS INGOD'S ? www.personalcareandcompanionservices.com

n POINT B AY FUEL RICHARD D. MEINDERS, ESQ.
Attorne L
Rl 11EATING AND COOLING romey at T

Fuel Oil « Gasoline * Diesel * Furnaces ¢ Boilers « HVAC WILLS * TRUSTS . ESTATES * REAL ESTATE
BUDGET * SALES * SERVICE 2002 Route 70, Suite 2, Manchester, NJ 08759

800-349-FUEE3835) 732-408-0900 - www.lawrdm.com

STAR
PPAINTING

& COMg
ok A,

3
o

R
PE SG.ﬁgq{
s301A8%°

Serving Jackson Families

TIMOTHY E. RYAN HOME FOR FUNERALS
Peace of Mind and Heart before, during and beyond

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 732-901-3200

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

649 Church of St. Monica, Jackson, NJ (back) Rt. Shore John Patrick Publishing Company * 800-333-3166 * www.jppc.net

I have always
believed that
funeral service
was a vocation
and not simply
a career.

... Tim Ryan
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