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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

The Ascension of the Lord - May 21, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – MAY 21, 2023 

 

Monday: Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 
Tuesday: Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 
Wednesday: Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc-36ab; Jn 17:11b-19 
Thursday: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11; Jn 17:20-26 
Friday: Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 
Saturday: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5, 7; Jn 21:20-25 
Sunday: Acts 2:1-11; Ps 104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34; 1 Cor 12:3b-7, 12-13; Jn 20:19-23 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, 
Beth Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni 
Hetteroth, Brian Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank 
Diolosa, Theodore Dunyak, Andy Sabine, 
Elaine Giblock, Baby Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie 
Gould, Christopher Diolosa, Steve Andolora, 
Doris Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie 
Holton, John Jennings, Arlene Toth, 
Deborah MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo 
Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, 
Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, 
Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, Phillip Wenz, 
Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, Robin Trombino, 
Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, 
Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen Morello, 
Elaine Stemmle, Rose Thompson, Tom 
Martin, Sarah Thomas, Christos Lambrou, 
Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson 
Rivera, Cathy Sedano, Jennie D’Angelo, Jake 
Higgins, Paul Hetteroth, John C Purfield, 
Cheryl Vega, Taylor Dlugosz, Cameron 
Dlugosz, Domenick DiCicco, Irene Kislan, 
Renee Brady, Carol Spezzano, Maria 
Lambros, John Lanteri, Michael Seiler,  
Kevin Fitzpatrick 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to 
be remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, 
if they can be removed.   

Saturday, May 20 
  4:00 pm  Walter Mills 
                 (Karen & Marvin Badach)  
Sunday, May 21 
  9:00 am  Linda Melchione & Nick DeLapi  
                (Mary & Victor Tardio) 
 11:00 am  Intentions of the White Family 
                (Mary Boyd) 
Monday, May 22 
  9:00 am   Intentions of David H Gould, Sr 
                 (Marie Gould) 
Tuesday, May 23 
  9:00 am  Loretta Zrebiec (Husband, Tom) 
Wednesday, May 24 
  9:00 am  John & Margaret Piacentino 
                (Piacentino Family) 
Thursday, May 25 
   9:00 am  Melissa Collins (Herceg Family) 
Saturday, May 27 
  4:00 pm  Rosemarie McNab 
                 (Women of St Monica)             
Sunday, May 28 
  9:00 am  Sister Francis Scanlon, CSJP 
                (Janet Noordzy & Family)  
11:00 am  Mildred R Hettinger  
                (Merwin Family) 
                                 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS  
MAY 1 - 7, 2023

     Total                               $4,691.75
Thank you for your contributions as we 

support the ministries, programs and

facilities of our parish.

After years of study and prayer, Parishioner 
John White was Ordained a Permanent Dea-
con on May 20 in Trenton at St. Mary of the 
Assumption Church, the Diocesan Cathedral.

John and his family cordially invite you to a 
reception in celebration of his Ordination. 
The reception will follow his first liturgy serv-
ing as Deacon, and will be in the Parish Hall 
at St. Monica Church at 12:00 pm on Sunday, 
May 21st being provided by the Women of St 
Monica.  All are welcome to attend.

CONGRATULATIONS

Beginning with the June envelopes, you will 
notice a difference in the design of  your 
offering envelopes. 
After careful comparison, we have chosen a 
new envelope offering program which offers 
timely delivery of  envelopes and a better 
means of  address updates. We hope you will 
find them more colorful and appreciative of 
your sacrifice. Please note: your envelope 
number will not change.
You may consider our “Online Giving” 
program, a secure option to simplify your 
giving and provide steady, consistent support 
of  St Monica. To enroll, please visit our 
website at www.saintmonica.com or contact 
our Parish Office.
Thank you for your continued support to 
help strengthen our parish, to sustain our 
ministries for families in our community, 
programs, services, and the maintenance of  
our facilities.

PARISHIONERS USING OFFERING ENVELOPES

St. Monica

Goal: $18,000.00 
Pledged: $12,720.00 (71% of Goal) 
Paid: $11,500.00 (64% of Goal) 
Total Donors: 79 
Total Gifts: 86 
Average Gift: $147.91
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The Ascension of the Lord - May 21, 2023

Intercessions for  L i fe

May 21, 2023
Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord

For all Christians:
That our example 

may give witness to
the precious gift of human life 

in this world and the next. 
Lord hear our prayer.

“Mary teaches us also to live 
eucharistically, in other words 

to give thanks, to cultivate 
praise, and not to be fixated 

only on problems and 
difficulties.”

P  F  

We're sorry, but we can no longer 
accept book donations.

The Book Garden in Cream Ridge 
will accept them.

Also, "Pick Up Please," an 
organization for Veterans, will pick 

up books for free.
To schedule a book pick up: 

www.pickupplease

ABOUT YOUR BOOKS...
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Saturday, May 20 
    Ascension of the Lord 
    1:30  pm RCIA (Little Church) 
    2:00  pm Wedding 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, May 21 
     Ascension of the Lord 
     9:00  am  Mass  
     11:00  am  Mass  
     12:00 pm Reception for Deacon John 
Monday, May 22 
    9:00 am  Mass  
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
Tuesday, May 23 
    9:00 am  Mass  
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, May 24 
    9:00 am  Mass 
 Thursday, May 25 
    9:00 am  Mass 
    7:00  pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall) 
Saturday, May 27 
    11:00 am Baptism 
    1:30  pm RCIA (Little Church) 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, May 28 
    9:00  am  Mass 
   11:00  am Mass  
Monday, May 29 
    Memorial Day 
    No 9:00 am Mass 
    Parish Offices closed 
Tuesday, May 30 
    9:00  am  Mass 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)  
Wednesday, May 31 
    9:00 am Mass  
Thursday, June 1  
    9:00 am  Mass 
Friday, June 2 
    Parish Office Closed - Summer Schedule 
    6:00  pm Youth Group Mtg. (LC) 

Note: Sadly, the author of this wonderful 
column, Fr Mike Brizio, passed away in March. 
This is the last of his very popular Stories That 
Uplift. Please keep Fr. Mike in your prayers as 
he is surely praying for us. 

STORIES THAT UPLIFT 
Matthew 28:16-20 

Ascension of the Lord  - Year A 
Fr. Michael Brizio, IMC 

One of the national coordinators of Sun Day, 
held early in May every year, is Denis Hayes. 
He worked as researcher at a Washington 
D.C. ‘think-tank’ and has written a book on 
solar energy entitled Rays of Hope: The Transi-
tion to a Post-Petroleum World.  
Hayes claims that we are at the crossroads of 
making a critical choice for mankind—the 
choice between going solar or going nuclear 
for a power source. Hayes opts for the sun 
because it is “the world’s only inexhaustible, 
predictable, egalitarian, non-polluting, safe, 
terrorist-resistant and free energy source.”  
We have already learned to use the power of 
the sun to grow food, make wine, and operate 
greenhouses. All we need to do is develop 
better technology to harness solar energy to 
heat houses, drive our cars, and run our in-
dustry. People like Hayes are looking at the 
sky with its sun as the main source of our fu-
ture energy supply.  
*Today we turn our attention to the sky for another 
reason—to commemorate our Lord’s Ascension into 
Heaven.  Jesus makes a promise, “You will receive 
Power when the Holy Spirit comes down on you.”  
That Holy Spirit of the risen and ascended Lord is 
the power source that can give us all the energy we need 
to live our lives to the full. † 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Grief Support 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group 
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
environment to support your journey from 
grieving to healing. For registration and details 
contact Deacon John White 848-992-1652  
or jlwhite2271@gmail.com  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta  
732-299-0261. 
New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further 
information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in 
order to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization. 
Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 
Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in 
ongoing Religious Education classes. Our program 
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach, 
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038 
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond in 
Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. Contact 
Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections for The Ascension of the Lord — May 21, 2023

THROUGH THE EYES OF FAITH
The Apostles didn’t get it. Despite the fact Jesus told them that he was going to die and 
eventually ascend to the Father, they were still confused. Even in the very last 
moments before Jesus was to leave them, they thought he was going to restore the 
kingdom of Israel and become a political ruler 
who would reestablish the throne of David. 
They really didn’t get it until after the 
Ascension, when the Holy Spirit came and 
enlightened them. It’s not surprising, then, 
that we, too, sometimes wonder why the Son 
had to ascend and what it means to be 
seated at the right hand of the Father.
Jesus returned to the right hand of the 
Father, not to leave us but to lead us all the 
way to heaven. The great paradox is because 
he has ascended, he is able to remain with 
us in a profound new way. 
If Jesus had remained on earth in his 
physical body, he would have been present 
and visible in only one place. Now he is 
present in his Mystical Body, the Church. He 
is truly present in the Scriptures, in Baptism, 
in Confession, and in every sacramental 
action of the Church. And he is really present 
in his Body and Blood in the Eucharist. We 
see him, not with our human sight, but with 
the eyes of faith. What we are called to do, as 
faithful believers, is to let the world know that 
the Jesus who ascended into heaven is still 
with us, in the Church and through the 
Sacraments.

PRAYER
Imagine being with the Apostles just before Jesus ascends into heaven. You hear 
Jesus say to the Apostles, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem…to the ends of the 
earth.” Now prayerfully consider those words being spoken directly to you. Imagine 
Jesus asking you specifically to be his witness in the world. In prayer, ask Jesus how 
you can be a better witness to his Kingdom on earth today.  

RESOLUTION
Based on this prayerful meditation, come up with one specific thing you can do this 
week to be a better witness to Christ in your daily life. Then ask Jesus to help you live 
out this resolution. |formed.org
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.

                  

PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400
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