
Our Parish is Ser ed by: 

Mass 
MONDAY—THURSDAY 

9:00 am 
SATURDAY 

4:00 pm 
SUNDAY 

9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days See Bulletin Reconciliation 

Saturday 
3:15—3:45 pm or by appt 

Ex osition  
of the  

Holy Sacrament  
and Benediction 
1st Wednesday of  

each month 9:30 am 

SAINT MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Second Sunday of Advent—December 5, 2021 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – DECEMBER 5, 2021 

 

Monday: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab, 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-2, 3, 10ac, 11-12, 13; Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Thursday: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1, 9, 10-11, 12-13ab; Mt 11:11-15 
Friday: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11; Ps 80:2ac, 3b, 15-16, 18-19; Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; Lk 3:10-18 

Saturday, December 4 
  4:00 pm  Silvestre Cascio (Anzalone Family) 
Sunday, December 5 
  9:00 am Intentions of Gianna Anthony 
               (Piacentino Family) 
11:00 am Vincent LoPiccolo  
               (LoPiccolo Family) 
Monday, December 6 
  9:00 am Available 
Tuesday, December 7 
  9:00 am  Available 
Wednesday, December 8 
  9:00 am Maria Noone  
               (Karen & Marvin Badach) 
  7:00 pm Parishioners of St Monica 
Thursday, December 9 
  9:00 am Available 
Saturday, December 11 
  4:00 pm Rosanne Borrello 
                 (Jon & Mary Ann Tvaroha) 
Sunday, December 12 
  9:00 am Dario Orrico 
              (Trematerra Family) 
11:00 am Hope Finnerty (Gould Family) 
 

To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 

Jackie Wilson, Diane Black, Micki Smith, Joyce 
Picon, Peter Laudati, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Paul Gallo, Rosemarie McNab, 
Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian Scott, 
Dianne Smith, Douglas Merwin, Joan Myhal, 
Carol Spezzano, Baryt Schone, Victor Mota, 
Fran DeLuca, Nick DeLuca, Dorothy Palumbo, 
Frank Diolosa, Theodore Dunyak, Andy 
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby Tripp Ravenfeld , 
Marie Gould, Christopher Diolosa, Steve 
Andolora,  Wayne Calsetta, Doris Garbarino, 
Bettina Morell, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, 
John Jennings, Arlene Toth, Deborah 
MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Lewis 
Trimboli, Glory D’Acunto, Anna and Sal 
Morello, Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, 
Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey 
Brune, Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, 
Robin Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we way include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Parish Mission: Wed., Dec. 15  @ 7 p.m. 
“All Things New” 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTIONS NOVEMBER 20 - 21, 2021 

Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey

Weekly $3,992.00
Utility & Energy $   426.51
Online Giving $1,281.00
Total $5,699.51
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

The 2022 Mass Intention book is now open. One of 
the best ways to honor someone's memory is to have 
the sacred Mass offered for their intention. To secure 
intentions, please contact the Parish Office at 732-928
-0279. In order to be fair to everyone, no individual 

2022 MASS INTENTIONS

Sunday, Dec 5
Christmas Around the World 

@ 2 p.m. in the Parish Hall
Wednesday, Dec 8 

Immaculate Conception 
Holy Day of Obligation. Mass at 9 a.m. & 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec 8
Advent Parish Penance Service 

following the 7 p.m. Immaculate Conception 
Mass. Journey with us as we prepare our hearts 

for the coming of our Lord.
Saturday, Dec 25

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
You may fulfill your Sunday Mass obligation by 

attending this Saturday Mass at 4 p.m. Not a 
Christmas Mass, but a regular weekend Mass in 

honor of the Holy Family.

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

Retirement Fund for Religious collection 
next weekend, Dec. 11 & 12. Please be gen-
erous.  SEE: Page 8

Church of St Monica
2021 Advent/Christmas/New Year

Schedule of Services
†

Immaculate Conception Mass
Wednesday, December 8
(holy day of obligation)

9:00 am and 7:00 pm
Advent Parish Penance Service  

Wednesday, December 8 
7:45 pm (In Little Church)

Daily Masses:
Monday – Thursday 

9:00 am
(through December 23)

Simbang Gabi – Christmas Novena  Rosary & Mass
Saturday, December 11

Rosary 6:00 pm
Mass 6:30 pm

Advent Parish Mission
Wednesday, December 15

7:00 pm
Christmas Eve - Friday, December 24

4:00 and 10:00 pm
Christmas Day - Saturday, December 25

9:00 am and 11:00 am
4:00 pm - Holy Family Sunday Obligation

Solemnity of Mary - Saturday, January 1                                            
       Not a holy day of obligation this year, regular Saturday 
                                     Mass at 4:00 pm.

Face coverings are an option for those who are fully
vaccinated and strongly encouraged if not fully vaccinated.
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Second Sunday of Advent—December 5, 2021

Getting Ready for Christmas ?
Shopping on Amazon ?  

Go to 
smile.amazon.com/ch/22-3124290

and 
Amazon will donate a portion of  your 
purchase to the Church of  St Monica!

Intentions for the living and deceased will 
be remembered at all Christmas Masses. 
Intention envelopes will be mailed in our 
Christmas mailing. Additional envelopes are 
available at the entrances to the church and 
from the Parish Office. Intentions may be 
returned in the collection basket or dropped off 
at the Parish Office no later than Dec 19.

CHRISTMAS INTENTIONS

Elderly Religious Need Your Help
Thousands of  senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests served for years in 
Catholic schools, hospitals, and parishes 
often for little to no pay. Now, many 
religious communities do not have enough 
retirement savings and struggle to provide 
for aging members. Your gift to the 
Retirement Fund for Religious next 
weekend,  Dec 11 & 12 helps provide 
medications, nursing care, and more. Please 
be generous.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS

SOCIAL CONCERNS

Giving Tree & Food Baskets
Take a tag from the Giving Tree and help 
our local families in need this Christmas. 
Tags WITH GIFTS should be returned to 
church no later than Fri., Dec. 17th. 
Also needed are families to donate a box 
of  food for a neighbor in need this Christ-
mas. Please see the sign-up sheets in the 
back of  the church for details. 
Grocery gift cards are also welcome and 
may be placed in the collection baskets 
marked to the attention of  Social Concerns 
Ministry. For questions or further infor-
mation, please contact Dee Balint at 609-
529-6724

Knights of  Columbus Council #11529 are 
holding their annual Christmas Tree Sale to 
benefit St. Jude Hospital and local charities.
Your perfect tree is waiting for you at Glo-
ry’s Market, located at 584 Cedar Swamp 
Rd, Jackson, on the corner of  W. Commo-
dore Blvd. and Cedar Swamp Rd.
Please support this worthy cause with the 
purchase of  trees, wreaths, or grave blan-
kets. Sales Hours are as follows:

Weekdays 1-8 p.m.
Weekends 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
For more information contact 

Chris Althaver at 732-691-5461.

Volunteer building/grounds 
maintenance persons for St. Mon-
ica. Flexible hours one - two hours 
per week. Please contact Liz in the 

Parish Office for details: 
732-928-0279
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SYNOD: ADVENT WEEK 2

Journeying Together through the Synod
During November and December, our dio-
cese will focus on preparation for the synod 
listening that will occur early in 2022.  Those 
who will facilitate the conversations and lis-
tening in parishes and other organizations 
are being trained. We hope to create oppor-
tunities for many people to share their story 
of  journeying with the Church, and to listen 
for the prompting of  the Spirit for how we 
can better journey together. Will you pray 
for the Synod?
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we 
gather together in Your name. With You 

alone to guide us, make Yourself  at 
home in our hearts; Teach us the way we 
must go and how we are to pursue it. We 

are weak and sinful; do not let us pro-
mote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead 

us down the wrong path nor partiality 
influence our actions.

CALENDAR
Saturday, December 4
    9:00  am Breakfast With Santa (Parish Hall)
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, December 5
    9:00  am Mass
   10:00 am RCIA for Young Adults (LC)
   11:00 am Mass 
    1:00  pm Grief Share (Little Church)
    2:00  pm Christmas Around the World (PH)
Monday, December 6
    9:00  am Mass
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, December 7
    9:00  am Mass
    1:30  pm Legion of Mary (Little Church)
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
    8:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, December 8
   Immaculate Conception Holy Day—Offices Closed

    9:00  am Holy Day Mass
    7:00  pm Holy Day Mass
    7:45  pm Advent Penance Service
Thursday, December 9
    9:00  am Mass
    7:00  pm RCIA Adults (Little Church)
    7:30  pm  K of C Council Mtg. (Parish Hall) 
Friday, December 10
    7:30  pm AA Mtg. (Parish Hall)
Saturday, December 11
    11:00 am Memorial Mass    
   3:15  am Confessions
   4:00  pm Mass
   6:00  pm Simbang Gabi (Church)
Sunday, December 12
    9:00  am Mass
   10:00 am RCIA Young Adults (Little Ch.)
    11:00  am Mass
   12:00 pm Women of St. Monica Mtg. (LC)
   1:00   pm Grief Share (Little Church)
Monday, December 13
    9:00  am Mass
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, December 14
    9:00  am Mass
    1:30  pm Legion of Mary (Little Church)
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
    8:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, December 15
   9:00  am Mass

    7:00  pm Advent Parish Mission
Thursday, December 16
    9:00  am Mass
   7:00  pm RCIA Adults (Little Church)
Friday, December 17
    Social Concerns (LC)
    7:30  pm AA Mtg. (Parish Hall)
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Second Sunday of Advent—December 5, 2021 
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Second Sunday of Advent—December 5, 2021

St. Monica Advent Parish Mission 
December 15, 2021

7:00—9:00 p.m.
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Reflections on the Readings for the 2nd Sunday in Lent—December 5, 2021 
Making Straight the Path of the Lord  
Have you ever driven on a zigzag road? If you have, then you know how long it takes to get 
somewhere. It would be so much faster if you could just take a straight path to your destina-
tion. In today’s reading, we are told, “The winding roads shall be made straight.” But the real 
question is why roads, especially the road to God, get crooked in the first place.  
The answer is simple: First, we follow our will, and then we veer back to God. But that 
doesn’t last and we go our own selfish way again. Then we decide to do it God’s way, but be-
fore long, we are wandering off down our own road of bad intentions again. We do this over 
and over, and pretty soon we have created a very zigzag path indeed.  
How do we make our path straight? By following God’s will wholeheartedly. Our Father gently 
calls us to repent from our crooked paths and return home to him. He reaches out and offers 
to help us find our way directly back to him. But it’s up to us if we are going to accept his offer 
to return from our self-imposed exile and “come back rejoicing, carrying [our] sheaves.”  

PRAYER 
Let us reflect on these words from the Gospel reading about how the Lord is coming to make 
the winding roads straight. Ask Jesus what they mean in your own life. What roads in your 
life are winding—are not the right path? What rough areas need to be made smooth?  
Take the word that comes to mind and reflect for a moment on what it means to you person-
ally. For example, you might have been attracted to the words “winding road.” Ask yourself 
what they mean in your own life. What roads are winding? How can you make them straight?  

RESOLUTION 
St. Augustine said, “God created us without us, but he did not will to save us without us.” Ask 
God today what he wants you to do to prepare the way of the Lord in your heart. What practi-
cal thing can you do this week to straighten the paths of your life?  |formed.org 

On the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary last year, Pope Francis 
issued an apostolic letter, Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), for the 150th anniversary of the dec-
laration of St. Joseph as patron of the universal Church. To mark the occasion, the pope proclaimed 
a year dedicated to Mary’s husband, Joseph, foster father to Jesus. The special “Year of St. Joseph” 
will end this week, on Dec. 8, 2021. 
In his apostolic letter, Pope Francis explained that the aim of this special year was “to increase our 
love for this great saint, to encourage us to implore his intercession and to imitate his virtues and his 
zeal,” describing St. Joseph as a “beloved father, a tender and loving father, an obedient father, an 
accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a working father, a father in the shadows.” 
“With a Father’s Heart” is available at the Vatican website  https://bit.ly/3kunkpI 
 

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH 
Hail, Guardian of  the Redeemer, Spouse of  the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God 
entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. 
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself  a father, and guide us in the path of  life. 
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 
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Geraldine Oliverie, Manager NJ Lic#3833

Family owned & operated since 1987

2014-2019 Pursuit of  Excellence
Green Funeral Practice Cert.

2015 & 2019
Community Svc. 

Award
Geraldine Oliverie Mgr 

NJ Lic#3833
2925 Ridgeway Rd 

Manchester NJ 08759Eight years in a row!

732-657-4900
www.OliverieFuneralHome.com

Nationally 
Recognized for 

Service Excellence

2925 RIDGEWAY RD.
MANCHESTER, NJ 08759

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

JACKSON SERVICE STATION
Tune-Ups • Brakes • Welding

Front Ends • New State Jersey Inspection

~ ~ Complete Automotive ServicesComplete Automotive Services ~ ~

“Our “Our 
29th29th
Year”Year”

COUNTY LINE & BENNETTS MILLS ROAD
(732) 367-2882

Anderson & Campbell 
Funeral Home

Susan C. Dunigan, Manager
NJ Lic. 4328

732-657-5700
www.andersoncampbellmanchester.com

3010 Ridgeway Road
Manchester Township, NJ 08759

$5,000 sign on bonus 
for CDL drivers.

No CDL? No problem! 
We pay to train you!

EARN AS YOU LEARN!
1965 Rutgers University Blvd.

Lakewood, NJ

TO APPLY, CALL:
732-370-5297 x203

EMAIL: 
jobs@jaysbusservice.com

OR VISIT: 
www.jaysbusservice.com

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

FABERFABERHave you found TM

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.
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General Dentistry Catering To Families.  
“Our family will treat you like family.”

495 W. Veteran’s Hwy, Suite 1
Jackson, NJ 08527
848-222-1455

www.splendidsmilesfamily.com

Dr. Stefano Grasso, DMD
Dr. Allison Corapi, DMD

Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling
Sales & Installation

732-886-1702
www.premierdesignconcepts.com

Parishioner Owned
138 N. County Line Road

Jackson Township, NJ 08527

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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