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May 4, 2025

Masses
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am
Saturday 4 pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am

679 W. Veterans Highway

Jackson, NJ 08527

Our Parish is Served by:

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor
Deacon Christian Knoebel
Deacon John L.White

We invite you to celebrate with us

website: www.saintmonica.com
Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853

Religious Education:732-928-4038
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and

. caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives
[ @WW the message of Christ, seeks to support and

-~ Q DIOCESE OF
TRENTON
-

strengthen family life, and serves those in need
through parish ministries and organizations.

Confessions
Saturdays
3:15 pm
to 3:45 pm
Ist Thursdays 7pm

or by appointment

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER — MAY 4, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, May 3
4:00 pm Available

Sunday, May 4
9:00 am Janet Vigorito
(Janet Noordzy)
11:00 am Jean Alexander
(Ernie & Barbara Rookey)
Monday, May 5
9:00 am Pasquale Fallone
(Gerarda Fallone)
Tuesday, May 6
9:00 am William McHenery
(Marie Gould)
Wednesday, May 7
9:00 am Melody Sorge
(James Sorge)
Thursday, May 8
9:00 am Available
Saturday, May 10
4:00 pm Mothers Day Intentions
Sunday, May 11
9:00 am Mothers Day Intentions
11:00 am Mothers Day Intentions

To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish

Office.

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie Gould, Dotis
Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton,
Atlene Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz,
Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank
Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle,
Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell,
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth,
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler,
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle,
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott,
Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen
Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny Merwin,
Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Margie
Smith, Kevin Finnerty

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they

can be removed.

Thursday, May 8, 2025

Readings for the Week - May 4, 2025
Monday, May 5, 2025 Acts 6:8-15 Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 Jn 6:22-29

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 Acts 7:51—8:1a Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday, May 7, 2025 Acts 8:1b-8 Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a Jn 6:35-40

Acts 8:26-40 Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 Jn 6:44-51

Friday, May 9, 2025 Acts 9:1-20 Ps 117:1bc, 2 Jn 6:52-59

Saturday, May 10, 2025 Acts 9:31-42 Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 Jn 6:60-69

Sunday, May 11, 2025 Acts 13:14, 43-52 Ps 100:1-2, 3, 5 Rv 7:9, 14b-17 Jn 10:27-30
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PLEASE TAKE NOTE

On Wednesday, May 7t
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
will follow the 9:00 a.m. Mass

MOTHER’S DAY FLOWERS

Annual Youth Group
Flower Sale

Our Youth Group will host their annual
Mother’s Day Flower Sale after all Masses on
Mother’s Day Weekend, May 10 & 11.
Purchase beautiful hanging plants for a loved
one and yourselfl Cash or checks only.
Thank you for your support. For more

information, please contact Theresa Calsetta
at 732-299-0261.

Weekly Offerings $3,471.26
Online Giving $1,783.00
Building Maintenance § 336.00

Total  $5,590.26

Thank you for your contributions as we support
the ministries, programs and facilities of our
parish.

BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG

MOTHER’S DAY MIASS REMEMBRANCE

Mass Remembrance envelopes for Mother’s
Day are on the table at the entrances to the
church. Anyone wishing to honor their
Mothers (living or deceased) may do so by
filling out the intention envelope. To ensure
your intentions will be published in our
bulletin on Mother’s Day, please return your

offering by placing it in the collection basket
no later than May 4.

Youth and Young
Adults of the Parish:
Check out three
exciting events made for your community!
Watch page 8
for weekly updates!

The Khnights of Columbus is conducting the
Baby Bottle Boomerang Fundraiser to support
the Open Door Pregnancy Center of Ocean
County which provides life affirming alternatives
to abortion through counseling and assistance to
prospective and new mothers. As God’s
disciples it is our mission to take care of those in
need. The Knights can’t think of anyone needier
than a young mother and child. These brave
young women made a decision: they chose life!
Let us rejoice, be happy and support them in
that decision. We ask all parishioners to please
take a bottle after Mass and return the bottle
with a prayerful donation next weekend, and
throughout the month, in support of this cause.
For questions, please contact Brother Mike Seiler

at 732-770-8865 or mikloss123(@aol.com
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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER — MAY 4, 2025

CMap is the
Chonth of Mary

PRAYING THE ROSARY

ST. MONICA
PARISH FESTIVAL
SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 2025
Noon - 4:00 p.m.
after 11 a,m, Outdoor Mass
SAVE THE DATE!

WE 'BE BAPX!

by Ginny Kubityz Moyer
Since the early days of the Church, Churis-
tians have used knotted cords or prayer
beads to help keep track of their prayers.
The rosary as we know it today evolved in
the Middle Ages, when the “Hail Mary™
prayer became widely known. The term
“rosary’ comes from “rosarmum,” or a bou-
quet of roses; the prayers of the rosary were
seen as a spinfual bouquet offered to Mary.
In fact, there’s an old tradition that Mary
herself appeared to St. Dominic (1170-1221)
and gave him the rosary as an aid in his
preaching.

While praying each decade, Catholics meditate
on key moments i Chrnst’s life. Many of these
involve Mary (the Annunciation, the Visitation,
the Assumption, etc.) For this reason, the ro-
sary 1s often seen as a way to draw closer to
Chust through Mary. As Pope Paul VI wrote
in his apostolic exhortation Marialis Culius, the
rosary helps us “meditate on the mysteries of
the Lord’s life as seen through the eyes of she
who was closest to the Lord.™

HOW TO PRAY THE ROSARY

Second Mystery
Qur Father
Begins 2nd Decade

First Mystery
Our Father
Begins 1st Decade
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CALENDAR

Saturday, May 3

3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 4
9:00 am Mass
10:00 am Prep (Foyer)
11:00 am Mass
Monday, May 5
9:00 am Mass
4:30 pm Religious Education Class
6:15 pm Religious Education Class
Tuesday, May 6
9:00 am Mass
5:30 pm Religious Education Class
7:00 pm Adult Choir
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
Wednesday, May 7
9:00 am Mass
9:30 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
5:00 pm Gr. 2 Communion Practice
Thursday, May 8
9:00 am Mass
5:00 pm Gr. 2 Communion Practice
7:00 pm K of C Mtg. (Church)
Saturday, May 10
10:00 am  First Holy Communion
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 11
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass
Monday, May 12
9:00 am Mass
Tuesday, May 13
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Adult Choir
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
Wednesday, May 14
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, May 15
9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Men’s Cor Prayer
Saturday, May 17
11:00 am Our Lady of Fatima Outdoor Rosary
12:15 pm Baptism
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, May 18
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass

Our ProMmISE TO PROTECT

PROMISE TO

PROTECT

kihan

PLEBGERTO

THE DIOCESE OF TRENTON is committed to the
initiatives outlined in the U.S. Bishop’s Charter for
the Protection of Children and Young People and to

its own policies and guidelines in regard to the report-
ing and investigation of sexual abuse allegations in-

volving minors.

If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a
member of the clergy or anyone representing the
Catholic Church. or if you know of someone who
was, you can report that abuse through the dioce-
san ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-2965 or via e-
mail at abuseline@dioceseoftrenton.org.

The Diocese of Trenton reports any allegations of
sexual abuse to the appropriate law enforcement
agencies. Anvone with an allegation is also encour-
aged to provide that information to local law enforce-
ment authorities.

Public Square
Rosary Crusade

St. Monica is participating in
a Praying the Rosary for
America Rally

Please join us in
responding to the

S 5, _ pleas of Our Lord
When: Saturday, and Blessed
Mother, as we pra
May 17" at 11am pray

for America.

Where: Outside in front

Bring Your Own Rosary
of St. Monica’s

For additional info contact

Belinda Azzolini
(718) 954-5149

You are invited to join us in
a Public Square Rosary Rally
here at 5t Monica.
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FEAST OF
¢ SLJOSEPH

A& THE WORKER

May 1st

St. Joseph has two feast days on the liturgical calendar. The first is March 19—Joseph, the
Husband of Mary. The second is May 1—Joseph, the Worker.

“Saint Joseph is a man of great spirit. He is great in faith, not because he speaks his own
words, but above all because he listens to the words of the Living God. He listens in silence.
And his heart ceaselessly perseveres in the readiness to accept the Truth contained in the word
of the Living God,” Pope John Paul II had once said.

There is very little about the life of Joseph in Scripture but still, we know that he was the
chaste husband of Mary, the foster father of Jesus, a carpenter and a man who was not wealthy.
We also know that he came from the royal lineage of King David.

We can see from his actions in scripture that Joseph was a compassionate man, and obedient to
the will of God. He also loved Mary and Jesus and wanted to protect and provide for them.

Since Joseph does not appear in Jesus' public life, at his death, or resurrection, many historians
believe Joseph had probably died before Jesus entered public ministry.

Joseph is the patron of many things, including the universal Church, fathers, the dying and so-
cial justice.

Catholic
CNA |
Agency
retrieved 04/18/23 15:00
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with Jeff Cavins

Third Sunday of Easter (C)

L ) 14 »

‘g
den a

Like Peter, We Are Pursued by Grace

n the shores of the Sea of Galilee, we see
O in today’s Gospel that Peter is seemingly
retreating from his calling. “I'm going fishing,”
he says, suggesting more than a casual
outing. He is hinting at a return to his old life,
perhaps driven by shame over denying Jesus
three times.

But Our Lord doesn’t let Peter go so easily. In
fact, Jesus pursues him, offering a meaning-
filled restoration. Three times—mirroring the
three denials—Jesus asks, “Simon, son of John,
do you love me more than these?” With each
affirmation, Jesus recommissions Peter: “Feed

Christ's Charge to Peter by Raphael

my lambs ... Tend my sheep ... Feed my sheep.”

Jesus’ question, “Do you love me more than these?” is a poignant reminder of Peter’s
earlier boasts of unwavering faithfulness. Yet now, chastened by experience, Peter
simply affirms his love.

Like Peter, many of us have experienced moments of failure or shame in our
vocations—as parents, priests, whatever our calling may be. Like Peter, we might be
tempted to retreat to old, unfruitful ways. But Jesus pursues us with relentless grace,
offering forgiveness and renewed purpose.

“For his anger lasts but a moment; a lifetime, his good will,” says the psalmist (Psalm
30:5). Jesus’ mercy extends to us again and again. It never stops. And just as he did
with Peter, Jesus invites us to receive his forgiveness and to channel that love into
service—to “feed his sheep.”

Today, I encourage you to hear Jesus calling you back to your vocation, whatever it
may be. Receive his mercy, return to your calling, and find joy in passing on his love to
others. In pursuing Peter, Jesus ensured that we would be fed—with his Word and his
Body and Blood—forevermore.

Have you felt discouraged
or stepped back from your
calling? Is this going on in
your life now? It sometimes
happens. If that describes
you, this week, I invite you
to identify one area where
you have felt discouraged or
have moved away from what
God called you to do. Take

a concrete step to reengage.
Pray for and trust in God’s
grace and forgiveness, and
he will light your way.

Dive Deeper

Scan this code to watch:

https://media.ascensionpress.
com/video/third-sunday-of-

easter-c/

© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC * ascensionpress.com * 1-800-376-0520
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday  9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm
or by appt.

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and
godparents are required to attend our Baptism
preparation program. Please call the Parish
Office to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by

Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an
international order of more than 2 million Catholic
men who are called to lead with faith, protect our
families, serve others, and defend Catholic values in
a busy changing world. St Monica Council #11529
has a long history of support for the parish and any
local charities. If you would like to join, simply scan
the QR Code or go to KofC org/Jom & enter

council #11529. R

St Vincent de Paul Soc1ety
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dchjohnw@gmail.com

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families

and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request

a one year period of preparation for marriage in
The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through

a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at

St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving

to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for
more info.

PROMUSE 1O If you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
PR of the clergy or anyone representing the Catholic Church,
,ﬁ or i you know someone who was, you can report that
abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-633-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@dioceseaftrenton.org

1 4]

PLEDGE TO
ETEAL
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Reflection on the Readings for 3 Sunday of Easter - May 4, 2025

DO YOU LOVE ME?

Today’s Gospel reading zooms in on an intimate conversation between Jesus and Peter.
Not long before this, at the Passion, Peter had denied Jesus three times. Now the risen
Lord asks Peter three times, “Do you love me?”

What'’s particularly interesting about this scene is the language that Jesus and Peter use.
When the Lord asks Peter, “Do you love me?” he uses the Greek word “agape,” which re-
fers to an unconditional, sacrificial, self-giving love; the deepest love you can imagine. Sur-
prisingly, Peter answers, “Yes, Lord, you know that | love you,” but instead of “agape,” he
uses the Greek word “philia,” which refers to a friendship; it's not quite the same depth of
love as “agape.”

Clearly, Peter is not ready to give all that Jesus is asking for, but today’s readings are all
about God’s willingness to take whatever we’re willing to give him and work with it. In the
first reading this week, taken from the Acts of the Apostles, we see that Peter eventually
does become willing to give his whole life for the risen Lord. This Sunday’s readings chal-
lenge us to consider what our response would be to Jesus’ question: “Do you ‘agape’ me?”

PRAYER

Imagine that you were one of the disciples in today’s Gospel scene. You have followed Je-
sus, learned from him, walked with him. But now imagine he pulls you aside and asks you
the question that he asked Peter that day, “Do you love me?” What goes through your
mind, knowing that Jesus will know your heart and the truthfulness of your answer? How
would you respond? Are you willing to “agape” Jesus—to love Jesus with total, uncondi-
tional, self-giving love? If, in truth, you would answer as Peter did with a “philia” love, what
do you think Jesus would say to you in response?

RESOLUTION

Ask Jesus to show you one or two things in your life that might be holding you back from
loving him with your whole heart, giving him that agape love. If you (like Peter) can’t love
God like this yet, ask him for the grace to be able to “agape” him and trust in the meantime
that he will accept your “philia” love as he did Peter’s. |formed.org

e

=FOLLOW ME
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