CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA

April 20, 2025

Masses
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am
Saturday 4 pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am

679 W. Veterans Highway

Jackson, NJ 08527

rudharisti

Revival =

Our Parish is Served by:

Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor
Deacon Christian Knoebel
Deacon John L.White

We invite you to celebrate with us

website: www.saintmonica.com
Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com
Fax: (732) 928-1853

Religious Education:732-928-4038
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives
the message of Christ, seeks to support and
strengthen family life, and serves those in need
through parish ministries and organizations.

Confessions
Saturdays
3:15 pm
to 3:45 pm
Ist Thursdays 7pm

or by appointment

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/

PROMISE TO

PROTECT
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EASTER SUNDAY—THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD — APRIL 20, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS

Saturday, April 19
4:00 pm Easter Mass Remembrances

Sunday, April 20
9:00 am Easter Mass Remembrances
11:00 am Easter Mass Remembrances
Monday, April 21
Closed for Easter Monday
Tuesday, April 22
9:00 am Ron Cook
(Dave and Marie Gould)
Wednesday, April 23
9:00 am Mercedes Quiroga
(Patricia Durkin)
Thursday, April 24
9:00 am  Available
Saturday, April 26
4:00 pm Available
Sunday, April 27
9:00 am Silvana Fallone
(Gerarda Fallone)
11:00 am Awvailable

To secure your Mass Intentions, contact the Parish

Office.

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth
Kujawski, Toni Hetteroth, Dianne Smith, Andy
Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie Gould, Dotis
Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton,
Atlene Toth, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz,
Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank
Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle,
Jr, Phillip Wenz, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell,
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Tom
Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson
Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth,
Cheryl Vega, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler,
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle,
Dennis Shwiner, Laura Stoyer, Mike Scott,
Andrew G Sabine, A.J. Sabine, Stephen
Alexander, Angela Belmont, Danny Merwin,
Diane Hromiko, Kathy Reynolds, Margie
Smith, Kevin Finnerty

Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they

can be removed.

Readings for the Week - April 20, 2025
Monday, April 21, 2025 Acts 2:14, 22-33 Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday, April 22, 2025 Acts 2:36-41 Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20 and 22 Jn 20:11-18
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 Acts 3:1-10 Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 Lk 24:13-35

Thursday, April 24, 2025 Acts 3:11-26 Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 Lk 24:35-48

Friday, April 25, 2025 Acts 4:1-12 Ps 118:1-2 and 4, 22-24, 25-27a Jn 21:1-14

Saturday, April 26, 2025 Acts 4:13-21 Ps 118:1 and 14-15ab, 16-18, 19-21 Mk 16:9-15
Sunday, April 27, 2025 Acts 5:12-16 Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 Jn 20:19-31
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May the blessings of the
Risen Christ descend upon
all of us, upon every family
and upon our whole parish,

now and forever.

Happy Oailer
Sallebuia! +falleluia!

Rev. Alex Enriguez, Pastor

PLEASE NOTE

There will be no 9:00 a.m. Mass on
Easter Monday, April 21.
The Parish Offices will also be closed.

sk sk _sk_k_sk_k_sk_k_k _sk_k_sk_k_sk_sk_k_sk_k_sk_%k_k_sk__k_k_%_sk_%

There will be No Religious Education Classes
on Monday, April 21 or Tuesday, April 22.

Happy Easter!

KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS Rib Sale

Columbus will be selling delicious ribs again
on April 26th. Proceeds will go to benefit
Parkinson’s research in honor and memory
of our parishioner Dennis Gibson, PGK/DD.
Full racks of ribs will be $20 and available
for pick up starting at 12 noon. Sign-up
sheets are in the back of church. The last
sale was a huge success and a sellout so
please use the sign-up sheets to guarantee
your ribs. For all information contact Tom
Kowaleski at (908) 510-9586

WELCOME!

Welcome to the Parish of St. Monica!

Whether you’re here for the 15t time or the
1000t time, know that we are very glad you
have come to worship with us!

If you have not yet registered in the parish,
please do so. Registration, while perhaps
somewhat boring, is important if:

* you want to be a sponsor/godpatrent
for a sacrament

* you want your children to attend Reli-
gious Education classes and celebrate
sacraments

* you want to celebrate sacraments you
may need to complete

* you want to become Catholic

Your registration also helps our parish and our
Diocese plan for the future.

Registration forms are located on the tables at
each entrance to the church. You can drop
your completed form in the offertory basket
or in person at the Parish Office. Registration
forms are also available on our website at

www.salntmonica.com

Feel free to contact the Parish Office with any
questions or assistance at
732-928-0279

stmonicanj@yahoo.com.
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CALENDAR
Holy Saturday, April 19
7:00 pm OCIA for Vigil
8:00 pm Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday, April 20
9:00 am Mass
11:00 am Mass

Easter Monday, April 21
No 9:00 am Mass
No Religious Education Today
Parish Offices Closed

Easter Tuesday, April 22

9:00 am Mass
7:00 pm Adult Choir
7:00 pm Legion of Mary

Easter Wednesday, April 23

9:00 am Mass

Easter Thursday, April 24
9:00 am Mass
4:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal (Church)
7:00 pm Men’s COR Prayer Mtg. (Church)
8:00 pm K of C. Mtg. (Parish Hall)

Easter Friday, April 25
3:00 pm Wedding (Church, LC)

Easter Saturday, April 26

9:00 am 18t Communion Family Breakfast
3:15 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, April 27
9:00 am Mass
10:00 am Prep (Foyer)
11:00 am Mass
Monday, April 28
9:00 am Mass
4:30 pm Religious Education Class
6:15 pm Religious Education Class
Tuesday, April 29
9:00 am Mass
5:30 pm Religious Education Class
7:00 pm Adult Choir
7:00 pm Legion of Mary
Wednesday, April 30
9:00 am Mass
Thursday , May 1
9:00 am Mass
Friday, May 2
6:00 pm Youth Group Mtg. (LC)

Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center
and Retreat House

84 Walnford Road, Allentown, New Jersey 08501,

United States
fhop@verizon.net 609-877-0509

DESIDERATA
THE PEACE OF THE RISEN CHRIST
Thursday, April 24 9:30 AM — Noon
We will spend the morning unpacking this an-
cient prayer as our participation in the mystery
of Christ’s Resurrection with his gift of peace
to us all. You will receive a framed copy of the
prayer to enhance your celebration of these 50
days of Easter. Led by S. Marcy. Donation:
$30, with materials. Zoom $20

THOMAS MERTON
DELIGHT IN THE BEAUTY
OF CREATION

Monday, May 5 9:30 AM — 1:00 PM
Open your eyes, ears and hearts to God’s glory
in nature. We will reflect on Thomas Merton’s
nature writings collected in When the Trees Say
Nothing and let his words inspire us to be more
attentive to the love of God. Some time out-
doors will be spent enjoying creation and re-
flecting on God as a loving Creator. All is gift
helping each one of us to know, love and serve
God with joy and gratitude. Donation: $25, in-
cludes lunch. Zoom: $20
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What is Easter?

The Easter Vigil is the “Mother of All Vigils.” Easter Sunday, then, is the greatest of all Sundays,
and Easter Time is the most important of all liturgical times. Easter is the celebration of the Lord'’s
Resurrection from the dead, culminating in his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy
Spirit upon the Church. There are 50 days of Easter from the first Sunday of Easter to Pentecost.

It is characterized, above all, by the joy of glorified life and the victory over death, expressed

most fully in the great resounding cry of the Christian, Alleluia! All faith flows from faith in the
Resurrection: “If Christ has not been raised, then empty [too] is our preaching; empty, too, is your
faith” (1 Cor 15:14).

“What you sow is not brought to life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be
but a bare kernel of wheat, perhaps, or of some other kind; . . . So also is the resurrection of the
dead. It is sown corruptible; it is raised incorruptible. It is sown dishonorable; it is raised glorious.

It is sown weak; it is raised powerful. It is sown a natural body; it “Easter is the celebration of the
Lord’s Resurrection from the dead, culminating his Ascension to the Father and sending of the Holy
Spirit upon the Church.” is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
one. So, too, it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being,” the last Adam a life-giving
spirit. But the spiritual was not first; rather the natural and then the spiritual. The first man was from
the earth, earthly; the second man, from heaven. As was the earthly one, so also are the earthly, and
as is the heavenly one, so also are the heavenly. Just as we have borne the image of the earthly one,
we shall also bear the image of the heavenly one” (1 Cor 15:36-37, 42-49).

The Octave of Easter comprises the eight days, which stretch from the first Sunday of Easter to the
Second Sunday of Easter. It is a way of prolonging the joy of the initial day. In a sense, every day
of the Octave is like a little Sunday.

The word “Easter” comes from Old English, meaning simply the “east.” The sun that rises in the
east, bringing light, warmth, and hope, is a symbol for the Christian of the rising Christ, who is
the true Light of the world. The Paschal Candle is a central symbol of this divine light, which is
Christ. It is kept near the ambo throughout Easter Time and is lit for all liturgical celebrations.

"'h\ N; } l &= Scripture texts in this work are tiken from the New American Bible, revised edition € 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confratemity of Chiristian Doctrine, Washington, DC, and are .
|\ (Alt NOLIC  used by permission of the copyright owner. Al rights reservwd. No part of the New American Bible, revised edition, may be reproduced in any form without penmision in

' v writing from the copyright owner.

¥ | Current BULLETIN

Copyright © 2021, United States Confereice of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved

Getty Images
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he Resurrection of Jesus is the focal point of our
T entire faith journey. It converges on the Old and
New Testaments and is the heart of our liturgical year.
This momentous event represents our victory over
death—humanity’s greatest fear—and offers us a new
sense of certitude in our heavenly Father’s plan. Today
| is the greatest day of our Faith.

As believers united with Christ, we're invited to

. experience everything he did. Just as we symbolically
died with him on Good Friday, we now rise with him
on Easter Sunday. This reality changes everything—
our daily lives, our eternity, our very essence.

The Resurrection power isn’t just a historical event; it is available to us in our daily
living. It realigns what is important, shifting our focus from earthly concerns to
heavenly aspirations. As Paul wrote in Colossians 3:1, “If then you were raised with
Christ, seek what is above.”

This Easter truth provides unshakable hope, an anchor for our souls amid the storms
life pours on us. No matter how dark or difficult our circumstances, the Resurrection
assures us of ultimate victory. It is the basic proclamation of the Gospel—the kerygma—
that has the power to transform lives. That is why it is important for us to look at how
we live our lives.

As we celebrate Christ’s triumph over death, let us live as people of victory and hope.
Let’s allow the Resurrection to be our game-changer, informing every aspect of our
lives. May we, with both our words and actions, proclaim this life-giving truth to a
world in desperate need of hope.

Rejoice, friends! The victory is ours, thanks to Jesus Christ. Hallelujah!

PAGE 7

Jeff Cavins says, “Christ’s
Resurrection means we
are about the business of
reshaping our priorities.
Everything we do needs
to be pointed toward the
eternal reward, what we
call the beatific vision.
Jesus wants us to share
this joy, this vision. So
this week, our fruitful
labor is to talk to someone
who's struggling about
the hope of Easter. Offer a
word of encouragement,
a helping hand, or

simply your presence as
a tangible expression of
resurrection hope.”

Dive Deeper

Scan this code to watch:
e
[=]

Or go to:

https://media.ascensionpress.
com/video/easter-sunday-c/

© 2025 Ascension Publishing Group, LLC * ascensionpress.com * 1-800-376-0520
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Nicene Creed

[ believe in one God,

the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and rose again on the third day

in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory

to judge the living and the dead

and his kingdom will have no end.

[ believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

[ believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
[ confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and [ look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

M UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF

¥ CATHOLIC BISHOPS

q m W

Cardmaljoseph R Tobm and the Roman

Catholic bishops of New Jersey invite all
Catholics of New Jersey to join a state-wide
ecumenical celebration of the 1700™
anniversary of the proclamation of the
Nicene Creed that we recite every Sunday.

Join with our Orthodox, Episcopalian and
Protestant brothers and sisters in a joint
celebration of the profession of faith we
make every Sunday.

The celebration will take place on Saturday,
May 3, 2025 at 11:00 a. m. in the Co-
Cathedral of Saint Robert Bellarmine at 61
Georgia Road in Freehold, N. J. There will
be refreshments and fellowship after the
service. Laypeople, religious and clergy are
all welcome at this historic common sharing

of faith.
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The Eucharist - St Monica

Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday  9:00 am--3:30 pm

Saturday 4:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days As Noted

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm
1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm
or by appt.

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament &

Benediction

1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am
1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with
Confessions

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Baptisms

Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and
godparents are required to attend our Baptism
preparation program. Please call the Parish
Office to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
The Knights of Columbus were founded in 1882 by

Blessed Father Michael McGivney. It is an
international order of more than 2 million Catholic
men who are called to lead with faith, protect our
families, serve others, and defend Catholic values in
a busy changing world. St Monica Council #11529
has a long history of support for the parish and any
local charities. If you would like to join, simply scan
the QR Code or go to KofC.org/join & enter

council #11529.

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline: 732-370-0098

Bereavement Ministry

Please contact the parish office for more information.

Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential
environment to support your journey from grieving
to healing. For registration and details contact
Deacon John White 848-992-1652 or
dcnjohnw@gmail.com

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered families

and we would love to have you join us. For more
information, call Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261.

OCIA

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults

For those who are seeking full membership in the
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com
Please contact the parish office for further info.

Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parishioners in
their lifelong learning in the faith in order to grow
closer to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit through
discipleship and evangelization.

Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey request

a one year period of preparation for marriage in
The Church. Contact the Parish Office to make
arrangements.

Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in
on-going Religious Education classes. Our program
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach,
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish through

a program of prayers and service. The Legion of
Mary is open to all Catholic men and women over
18 years of age who have the good will to want to
serve God through Mother Mary. Meetings are at

St. Monica every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m. The Legion is
always looking to recruit new members. If you
discern a divine connection to the Blessed Mother,
and feel she is calling you to join, please contact
the Parish Office.

Women of St Monica

A Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving

to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith,
promoting community, and conducting fundraisers
throughout the year and enhance parish life in

a variety of ways. Please contact the parish office for
more info.

promise To I you have been sexually abused as a minor by a member
PROTECT of the clergy or anyone representing the Cathalic Church,
\ *"ﬁ or f you know sameone who was, you can report that
abuse through the diocesan ABUSE HOTLINE: 1-888-296-
2965 orvia email at: abuseline@dioceseaftrenton.org

14

PLEDGE TO
HEAL
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Reflections on the Readings for Easter Sunday - April 20, 2025
FROM SORROW TO JOY

Today we celebrate the greatest of all Christian feasts: Easter Sunday. We come togeth-
er rejoicing in the goodness of God, knowing that Christ’s resurrection from the dead
gives us the hope that we too will rise someday with him.

And yet, this one Sunday of the year should not be our only day of rejoicing in our risen
Lord. We take on the identity of an “Easter people” because we believe that each Sunday
echoes the greatest of all Christian feasts. Each Sunday we celebrate “mini-Easters,” re-
membering in a special way the day the Lord rose so that we might have life.

Just like the early Christians, we have the hope that the God who made us is waiting to
remake us through the incredible transforming love of Jesus. This love, which culminated
in his Passion and Resurrection, can and should convert our hearts to joyful praise. Just
as Mary Magdalene’s heart changed from sorrow to joy when she encountered her risen
Lord, so are we called to enter into that same joyful spirit as we approach Christ risen this
Easter— the spirit of a new creation.

PRAYER

Place yourself in the footsteps of St. Mary Magdalene on Easter morning. You go to the
tomb to anoint the dead body of the Master you loved and followed for so long. You ap-
proach the tomb in darkness and in great sorrow, remembering the suffering you
watched Jesus endure on Good Friday. Now, as you encounter the resurrected Lord,
what do you feel as you become aware that Jesus is truly alive and risen?

RESOLUTION

As you imagine being present at the joy of the Resurrection, ask Jesus what he would
have you do with your life from this point on. Think of one “dark” or difficult area of your
life, and ask him how you can replace that area of darkness with the light of the Resur-
rection or transform an area of sorrow into joy. |formed.org
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With Knights of Columbus and its partners’ you can protect your family, plan for your
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. Offering Pre-Planning Programs
Brian T. Hassler

Manager . .
N.J. Lic. No. 4054 Original Family Owned and Operated

Since 1978

Parishioners

Handicap-Accessible Facility

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director 732-364-6808

N.J. Lic. No. 3193 contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com
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www.hasslerfuneralhome.com Jackson, NJ
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