
MARCH 17, 2024

Masses
Mon. to Thurs. 9 am

Saturday 4 pm
Sunday 9 am & 11 am

679 W. Veterans Highway
Jackson, NJ 08527

Our Parish is Served by:
Reverend Alex Enriquez, Pastor

Deacon Christian Knoebel
Deacon John L.White

We invite you to celebrate with us 
website:  www.saintmonica.com

Parish Office: 732-928-0279
Email: parishoffice@saintmonica.com

Fax: (732) 928-1853
Religious Education:732-928-4038
Email: stmonicaccd@yahoo.com

Confessions
Saturdays 
3:15 pm 

to 3:45 pm
1st Thursdays 7pm

or by appointment

Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/
ParishofStMonica/

The Church of St. Monica is a warm, accepting, and 
caring parish that worships God, teaches and lives 

the message of Christ, seeks to support and 
strengthen family life, and serves those in need 
through parish ministries and organizations.

CHURCH OF SAINT MONICA
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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 17, 2024 

Readings for the Week – March 17, 2024 
Monday, March 18, 2024 Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62, Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday, March 19, 2024 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16 Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27,  Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22 Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a  
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95 Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday, March 21, 2024 Gn 17:3-9 Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 Jn 8:51-59 
Friday, March 22, 2024 Jer 20:10-13 Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7 Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday, March 23, 2024 Ez 37:21-28 Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13 Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday,  March 24, 2024 Is 50:4-7 Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 Phil 2:6-11 Mk 11:1-10  

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, 
Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Marie 
Gould, Christopher Diolosa, Steve Andolora, 
Doris Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie 
Holton, John Jennings, Arlene Toth, Deborah 
MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory 
D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, 
Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey 
Brune, Phillip Wenz, Patrick Abeel, Robin 
Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, 
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Elaine 
Stemmle, Tom Martin, Dorothy Palumbo, 
Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Jennie D’Angelo, 
Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl Vega, Irene Kislan, 
Renee Brady, Carol Spezzano, Michael Seiler, 
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray 
Kijowski, Nicholas Biddle, Matthew Biddle, 
Dennis Shwiner, Bob Dushanek 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, March 16 
  4:00 pm Intentions of Zoe Gould 
                (Marie Gould) 
Sunday, March 17 
  9:00 am  Ronald K Ely 
                (Merwin Family) 
11:00 am  Ernest Rookey  
                (Ernie & Barbara Rookey) 
Monday, March 18 
  9:00 am  Anna & Vincent Frulio 
                (Christine Frulio) 
Tuesday, March 19 
  9:00 am  Peggy Coady 
                (David Coady) 
Wednesday, March 20 
  9:00 am  Charles Calabrese 
                (Phyllis Calabrese) 
Thursday, March 21 
  9:00 am  Margaret & John Piacentino 
                (Piacentino Family) 
Saturday, March 23 
  4:00 pm  Angelina, Alfonso, Lucy & Camey  
                 Falcone  
                 (Tommy & Carol Ammirata) 
Sunday, March 24 
  9:00 am  Irene Glad (Kaba Family) 
11:00 am  James Carlos & Elizabeth Scott 
                (Kate Scott) 
 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
FEBRUARY 26 - MARCH 3, 2024

       Total                               $8,540.50
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.
Stations of the Cross

Fridays during Lent:  7:00 pm
Daily Mass

Monday - Thursday March 18 - 21
Monday through Wednesday March 25 - 27

Tenebrae Service 
Wednesday, March 27

7:00 pm
Holy Thursday, March 28
(No 9:00 am Mass Today)

Mass of the Lord’s Supper:  7:00 pm
Church remains open for Reposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 pm
Good Friday, March 29

Liturgy of the Passion and Death of Our Lord
Holy Communion

Veneration of the Cross
3:00 pm

Stations of the Cross:  7:00 pm
Holy Saturday, March 30

Blessing of Easter Food 11:00 am   
(No 4:00 pm Mass)

Easter Vigil Service 8:00 pm
Easter Sunday, March 31

Masses:
                 9:00 am and 11:00 am

Upcoming Lent & 
Holy Week Services

EASTER MASS REMEMBRANCES
Remember a loved one 

(living or deceased)
at our Easter Masses. 

Return intentions no later than March 24.
Additional envelopes are available at the 

church entrances.

Fridays 7:00 p.m.
March 22:  Led by Knights of Columbus
March 29:  Led by Fr. Alex Enriquez

Pledge weekend for the Annual Catholic Appeal 
was February 24 and 25 at St. Monica. As we 
embrace this year's theme, "One Love, One 
Faith, One Family," we extend heartfelt thanks 
for your past support and once again invite you 
to participate in the 2024 Annual Catholic 
Appeal. 
This year’s theme deeply resonates with the 
teachings of Christ, advocating for unity, shared 
commitment, and the embodiment of divine love 
that binds us as a community of faith. This year 
St. Monica’s share of the goal is $18,000. Please 
take a moment to reflect on how you can help us 
achieve our goal. 
As Bishop O’Connell mentioned, every 
contribution, regardless of size, makes a 
difference. We need all of you. Plus, once we 
reach goal, 15% of the collected goal amount 
comes back to our parish, and 50% of the 
overage is also returned for repairs/restoration 
projects, new areas of growth, or ministry 
development, as well as other needs. Thank you 
for your ongoing support and generosity. 

Pl d k d f h A l C h li A l
ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 2024

SOCIAL CONCERNS

If  you would like to help a local family in 
need for Easter by providing a box of  food, 
a gift card, an Easter basket or donating a 
turkey or ham please see signup sheets at the 
back of  the church. Please drop off  dona-
tions no later than Sunday, March 24 before 
Mass. Questions? Contact Dee Balint 609-
529-6724. Thank you.
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Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 17, 2024

Ending in darkness with a loud clap of 
thunder, Tenebrae (from the Latin for 

“darkness”) is a beautiful service of shadows 
and light handed down in Christendom from at 

least the 9th century.
Join us for Tenebrae, this ancient Christian ser-

vice that helps us prepare ourselves for the 
events of Holy Week through the use of 

Psalms, Readings, and Candlelight.
From light to darkness, and guided by scrip-
ture, we will meditate on the suffering and 

death of Jesus on the Cross, and his burial in 
the darkness of the tomb.

Holy Week 
Wed., March 27 @ 7:00 p.m.

Ending in darkness with a loud clap of 

During Lent, bottles of Salt for Blessing will 
be available for sale at the back of the church 
after all Masses. Bottles are $10 per bottle, 6 
for $50, & 12 for $100. The bottles must be 

purchased, then blessed. 
Contact Caroline White with questions or 

advance orders at: 732- 829-5299. 
Thank you for your support! 

D i L b l f S l f Bl i ill
SALT FOR BLESSING

MEN’S PRAYER GROUP

Annual Palm Sunday Bake Sale
After all Masses on March 23 and March 24 
delectable desserts will be available, just in 
time for Easter!
Volunteer bakers are desired and appreciat-
ed. Signup sheets are on the table at the back
of the church. Questions? Contact Mary at 
732-833-2007.

A l P l S d B k S l
WOMEN OF ST. MONICA

St Monica Pancake Breakfast
Save the date: Saturday, April 6th.The 

Knights of Columbus will be cooking up a 
storm to raise money for our Church.
Specifically, for components for our sound 
system. Breakfast will consist of pancakes, 
sausage, bacon, juice, and coffee. At $5 per 
head, you can’t beat it.
Tickets are available on a first-come first-
serve basis, and we recommend you buy 
your tickets early. Tickets will be available 
after all Masses March 23 & 24. Breakfast 
will be served in our parish hall 8:00 a.m. to 
11:00 a.m. For questions, please contact 
Dennis Gibson 732-814-0851.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
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Everyone has moments of doubt in their 
faith journey. Nevertheless, we should 
always remember that Christ is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life, and turn to him along 
our way. 
 

“Listen to counsel and receive 
instruction, that you may eventually 
become wise” (Prov 19:20) 
“For the foolishness of God is wiser 
than human wisdom, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than human 
strength" (1 Cor 1:25) 
Has someone asked you for advice? 
Orient your response to Christ, who is 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life 
Follow Christ with the witness of your 
life so that others may see God's love 
revealed in your actions 
Accompany a friend who is struggling 
with believing to join a parish group for 
service or faith formation; share a book 
you found useful in dealing with your 
friend's faith concern; and worship at 
Sunday Mass 

The Spiritual Works of  Mercy 
The Spiritual Works of Mercy have long been 
a part of the Christian tradition, appearing in 
the works of theologians and spiritual writers 
throughout history. Just as Jesus attended to 
the spiritual well-being of those he ministered 
to, these Spiritual Works of Mercy guide us to 
“help our neighbor in their spiritual needs.”  
(U.S.Catholic Catechism for Adults) 
  
The seven Spiritual Works of Mercy will be 
listed below over the next weeks. After each 
work of mercy there also will be suggestions 
and words of advice for living them out in our 
daily lives.  

Counseling the doubtful 

Saturday, March 16    
    9:00  am Breakfast with Easter Bunny  
                     (Parish Hall) 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
    5:00  pm Girl Scouts (Parish Hall) 
Sunday, March 17 
    9:00  am  Mass  
    11:00  am  Mass  
    12:15 pm  Grief Support Mtg. (Little Church) 
      6:30 pm Unlocking the Bible (Church) 
Monday, March 18 
      9:00 am Mass 
      4:30  pm Religious Education 
      6:15  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, March 19 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Con rmation Practice 
    5:30  pm No 7th Grade Religious Education 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Little Church) 
Wednesday, March 20 
    9:00 am Mass  
     5:30 pm Con rmation Practice 
    7:00  pm K of C Degree (Church/Parish Hall) 
Thursday, March 21 
    9:00 am Mass  
     4:00 pm Con rmation 
    7:00 pm Men’s Prayer Group (Church) 
Friday, March 22     
    7:00 pm Stations of the Cross led by Knights  
                            of Columbus 
Saturday, March 23 
    Palm Sunday (Bake Sale after Mass) 
     3:15  pm Confessions 
      4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, March 24 
     Palm Sunday (Bake Sale all Masses) 
     9:00 am  Mass  
    11:00  am  Mass /Children’s Mass 
    12:15 pm  Grief Support Mtg. (Little Church) 
      1:00 pm Baptism 
     6:30 pm   Unlocking the Bible (Church)    
 Monday, March 25 
      9:00 am Mass 
      4:30  pm Religious Education 
      6:15  pm Religious Education 
Tuesday, March 26 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education 
    7:00  pm Adult Choir 
    7:30  pm K of C Of cer Mtg.  (LC) 
    7:30  pm Legion of Mary (Kitchen) 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 17, 2024

Know, O Christian, 
that the Mass 

is the holiest act 
of religion. 

You cannot do anything 
to glorify God more, 

nor profit your soul more, than by 
devoutly assisting at it, 

and assisting 
as often as possible.
St. Peter Julian Eymard

Are you ready for the baseball season? Did 
you know that the Founder of the Knights of 
Columbus, Blessed Michael McGivney, was 
also a heck of a baseball player?  We know 
that in one game with his seminary team, he 
scored three runs, contributing to a big victory 
of 23-6. He paved the way for a long history 
of baseball players who would join the 
Knights, including Connie Mack, Babe Ruth, 
Joe DiMaggio, Mike Sweeney and Shane Vic-
torino. Catholic gentlemen 18 years and older 
can join online at www.kofc.org/join. Use 
Promo Code
BlessedMcGivney for one 
year of free membership. 
Our local Council is #11529.

A d f h b b ll ? Did

K OF C FOUNDER’S DAY
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The Eucharist - St Monica
Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am--3:30 pm
Saturday             4:00 pm 
Sunday             9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days             As Noted
Reconciliation   -Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm 
                         -1st Thursday of the month 7:00 pm        

  -or by appt.
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am
1st Thursday of each month 7:00 pm with
Confessions
Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
Baptisms
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for 
others through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
Patriotism. Visit our Website at 
www.kofc11529.org.

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098
Bereavement Ministry
Please contact the parish office for more 
information.
Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or 
close friend. This is a Catholic centered Support 
Group offering a caring, compassionate, and 
confidential environment to support your 
journey from grieving to healing. For registration 
and details contact Deacon John White 848-992-
1652 or dcnjohnw@gmail.com
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
For those seeking full membership in the 
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered fami-
lies and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261.
New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further infor-
mation.
Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parish-
ioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in or-
der to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization.
Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make 
arrangements.
Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to wor-
ship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate 
in ongoing Religious Education classes. Our pro-
gram includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen 
Badach, Coordinator of Religious Education 732-
928-4038 or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish
through visitation of families, the sick and 
assisting with pastoral needs. 
Women of St Monica
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a 
variety of ways. 
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Reflections on the Readings for the 5th Sunday of Lent - March 17, 2024 
 
  

TAKE COURAGE  
Many of us fear death. It brings sadness and an unknown. We may have experienced the 
grief of losing a loved one, and we may be angry that God allows death. But today’s Gos-
pel lends itself to hope. Jesus tells us that we must die in order to have new life. What a 
strange command. Let’s pause a minute though to reflect on the nature around us. Every 
year in the northern hemisphere, we see death come to the plants around us. The fall 
weather becomes cold and often gloomy and the trees are bare and flowers unfound. As 
we wait though, we slowly notice the days warming, the sun shining, and new life springs 
forth. There’s a hustle and bustle with the birds chirping and the plants coming back to life 
with their colorful vigor. So too with us. We must experience a death of things in our lives 
that hold us back from blooming into the creation God has called us to be. We must allow 
these parts of ourselves to be put to death so that we may bloom in full color as we be-
come fully alive, the man or woman God created us to be. 

PRAYER 
Jesus is sharing with his disciples that his hour is coming. He is letting them know that he 
will soon be fulfilling his purpose here on earth—to give his life for our sin. In sharing this 
with his disciples, he shares the secret to living a fulfilled life. He tells us that in order to 
gain eternal life, we must allow ourselves to die. This seems backwards. He uses a meta-
phor of a grain of wheat. In order for it to bear fruit, it must fall to the ground, and then it will 
sprout up new life. 
What death of ourselves is God calling us to? What is holding us back from allowing that 
part of our lives to die? Are we scared of what will happen if we do? Will we lose control? 
Could it mean some suffering for us? Ask Jesus for the grace to be courageous in trusting 
God and allow yourself to die to the world to gain eternal life in Heaven. 

RESOLUTION 
Even if you’ve fallen short on your Lenten penance, don’t give up now. With only a couple 
of weeks left, recommit yourself to your penance and allow yourself to experience a “death” 
to yourself through it. None of us want to die. We have something deep within us that fights 
to live another day. More than that, we will go to great lengths to find comfort and happi-
ness. The call of “death to self” is foreign to us and requires both discipline and God’s 
grace. Do not be afraid when you fall short, but rather, keep acknowledging your weakness 
and ask God for the strength to do better the next time.  |formed.org 
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NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!

Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant              Instagram: @QwanaCP 

www.Time2GoVacations.com
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist

(848) 444-3515

Serving St. Monica’s Parish
Since 2001

732-530-3636
697 Broad Street #202
Shrewsbury, NJ 07702

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

ROOFING
CHIMNEYS

MASONRY • GUTTERS

Family Owned/Operated • Lic. #13VH0934200
Bonded & Insured • 20+ Years

732-589-9967
Serving All of New JerseyServing All of New Jersey

15% 
OFF

Any Roof, Chimney, 
Gutter, Masonry 

Repair & SENIORS

We Find & Fix Leaks!

$800 
OFF

Any New Roof 
Replacement

In Our 
4th Decade of 

Quality Service

French 
Drains

Foundation 
Repair

Mold 
Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofi ng.com

All Work Guaranteed
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com           Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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