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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 24, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – SEPTEMBER 24, 2023 

 

Monday: Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 7-8; Lk 9:1-6 
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a; Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Saturday: Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab, 13; Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11 [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, 
Beth Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, 
Brian Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, 
Theodore Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine 
Giblock, Baby Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, 
Christopher Diolosa, Steve Andolora, Doris 
Garbarino, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, 
John Jennings, Arlene Toth, Deborah 
MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory 
D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank 
Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, 
Jr, Joey Brune, Phillip Wenz, Patrick Abeel, 
Robin Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane 
Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 
Rosetto, Eileen Morello, Elaine Stemmle, 
Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Dorothy 
Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Jennie 
D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl Vega, 
Domenick DiCicco, Irene Kislan, Renee 
Brady, Carol Spezzano, John Lanteri, Michael 
Seiler, Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray 
Kijowski  
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, September 23 
  4:00 pm  Glenn Okulewicz 
                 (Carle Family) 
Sunday, September 24 
  9:00 am Otto Zapecza 
               (Valerie Smith) 
11:00 am  Thomas Anthony Germana  
                (Mr & Mrs Michael Hackett) 
Monday, September 25 
   9:00 am Tom Taibe 
                (Piacentino Family) 
Tuesday, September 26 
  9:00 am  John Golonka 
                (Piacentino Family) 
Wednesday, September 27 
  9:00 am  Edward & Janet Cullen 
                (Piacentino Family) 
Thursday, September 28 
9:00 am   Doris Isope 
               (Piacentino Family) 
Saturday, September 30 
  4:00 pm  Douglas Merwin 
                (Women of St Monica) 
Sunday, October 1 
  9:00 am  Intentions of Zenon & Alina    
              Kowalski 65th Wedding  
              Anniversary (Cas & Lynne Witek) 
11:00 am  Michael Ewen  
                (Bea & Joe Spiech) 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
SEPTEMBER 4 - 10, 2023

       Total                               $4,576.00
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

Mission Appeal 
Sept 9 - 10 Collection          $2,212.62
Thank you for your support of the Apostles 

of Divine Charity Missions

In honor of St. Francis of Assisi whose feast 
day is Oct. 4th, Father Alex will 

Bless the Animals on Sunday, October 1st at 
12:00 pm in the Church parking lot. 

All are welcome to bring their pets for this 
annual blessing.. 

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

The deadline for registrations for the Bishop’s 
Anniversary Blessing has been extended until 
September 30th. Couples may register online 
via the main Bishop’s Anniversary Blessing 
web page:– www.dioceseoftrenton.org/

bishops-anniversary-blessing, 
or they can register through our parish office. 

UPDATE: BISHOP’S ANNIVERSARY BLESSING

The next ministry schedule is in the works. 
If you are available to serve at any of the 
following Masses, please see signup sheets 
on the table at the back of the church or 
contact Liz Hills in the Parish Office 732-
928-0279 or stmonicanj@yahoo.com
Thank you.

All Saints - Nov. 1,  9:00 a.m. or 7:00 
p.m.

Thanksgiving - Nov. 23,  9:00 a.m.
Immaculate Conception - Dec. 8,   

9:00 a.m. or 7:00 p.m.

TO ALL SERVING AT MASS

St. Monica is now recruiting for new Altar 
Servers to assist the priests and deacons during 
the Liturgy. Requirements to serve as an altar 
server include: be a registered member of St. 
Monica, regularly receive the sacraments, must 
be in 4th grade or higher, and have made their 
First Holy Communion.
If your child is interested, please contact 
Deacon John White at :
dcnjohnw@gmail.com or fill out the sign-up 
sheet at the back of the Church. We will notify 
you when we schedule an instructional session 
for all altar servers.

BE AN ALTAR SERVER

The new Lector Workbooks are in.  If you 
are currently lectoring at Mass, you may pick 
up your copy on the table at the back of the 
church.

See what’s happening on pages 6 - 8 
with a message from Fr Alex.

Take Part in our Revival
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If you are considering becoming a Catholic, 
or if you are a baptized Catholic who is 
considering completing your Sacraments of 
Initiation (Confirmation and Holy 
Eucharist), our Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) process can help you. 
To decide whether this path is right for you, 
please contact the parish office, where you 
will be put in touch a trained RCIA team 
member who will meet with you and answer 
your questions. No immediate commitment 
is necessary at the time of initial inquiry. 
Make the call today! The Parish Office can 
be reached at 732-928-0279. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC

RETROUVAILLE: REDISCOVER 
THE LOVE IN YOUR MARRIAGE

Some couples feel lonely, frustrated, or 
angry in their marriage, often feeling shut 
off  from one another. Other couples 
experience severe conflict and never-ending 
arguments. Retrouvaille offers hope for all 
these marriages by teaching couples to 
communicate in a deeper, more meaningful 
way, healing hurts and rebuilding trust and 
intimacy. No relationship is beyond help. 
The next program will be held October 6 -
8, 2023 at the Family Life Center in 
Malvern, PA. For more information, or to 
register:  www.HelpOurMarriage.org
or call 215-766-3944 or 800-470-2230. All 
inquiries are strictly confidential.

On Saturday, October 7th, the Rosary Altar 
Society of St. Joseph's Parish is sponsoring a 
Rosary Rally after the 8a. m. Mass. 
Participants are asked to bring a lawn chair to 
Mary's Garden outside the church. If it rains, 
we will remain in the church.

St. Joseph's Parish
685 Hooper Avenue
Toms River, NJ 08753
732-349-0018 x2223

O S d O b 7 h h R Al

ROSARY RALLY AT ST. JOSEPH CHURCH

Happy Fall!

SUB/BAKE SALE – Sept 23 & 24

              
The Women of St. Monica will host a sub and bake 
sale after masses on Sept. 23 & 24. 
A portion of the proceeds will be used to 
purchase our church missals.

Choices are Italian and Turkey/Provolone. $10.00 
each.

A limited number of subs will be available for sale 
after the masses.  For questions, contact: Mary Ann at 

732-928-2177 
or Linda S. 732-928-1286

Thank you for your support!
Women of St. Monica
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 Saturday, September 23 
    Subs & Bake Sale Women of St. Monica 
    KofC Rubber Duck Race,Pine Park, Lakewood 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass/Student Blessing 
Sunday, September 24 
    Subs & Bake Sale Women of St. Monica 
    9:00 am  Mass/Student Blessing 
    11:00 am Mass/Student Blessing 
     12:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church)  
Monday, September 25 
    9:00 am Mass  
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
    4:30 pm Religious Education  
    6:15 pm Religious Education  
Tuesday, September 26 
    9:00 am  Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education  
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
     7:30  pm K of C Officer Mtg. (Little Church) 
Wednesday, September 27 
    9:00 am Mass  
    5:00  pm Girl Scouts (Church) 
    6:00  pm Girl Scouts (Little Church) 
Thursday, September 28 
    9:00  am  Mass 
Saturday, September 30 
    Year of Parish Revival Launch All Masses 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, October 1 
    Year of Parish Revival Launch All Masses 
    9:00 am  Mass  
    11:00 am Mass 
     12:00 pm Women of St. Monica Mtg. (LC) 
    12:00 pm Blessing of Animals (Parking Lot) 
    1:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church) 
Monday, October 2 
    9:00 am Mass  
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC) 
    4:30 pm Religious Education  
    6:15 pm Religious Education  
Tuesday, October 3 
    9:00 am  Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education  
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, October 4 
    9:00 am  Mass 
    9:30 am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
Thursday, October 5 
    9:00  am  Mass 
    7:00  pm Adoration/Benediction/Confessions 
Friday, October 6 
    6:00 pm Youth Group Mtg. (Little Church) 

May the Holy 

Spirit inspire our 

leaders to pursue 

ways of lifting 

Jesus high, and 

may we respond 

to the presence of 

Jesus in the Holy 

Eucharist with 

greater love and 

devotion. Amen 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 24, 2023 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL: 
Cause: A survey in the last few years found that only 31% of Catholics believe the Church’s teaching 
on the Real Presence in the Eucharist.  
Mission: To renew the Church by enkindling a living relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ in the Ho-
ly Eucharist.  
Vision: To inspire a movement of Catholics across the United States who are healed, converted, 
formed, and unified by an encounter with Jesus in the Eucharist—and who are then sent out on mis-
sion “for the life of the world.” 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL: 
To sign up for weekly updates on the Eucharistic Revival, go to https://
www.eucharisticrevival.org/ or use your smart phone camera and this QR Code: 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL - Food for Thought: 
Do you doubt the Real Presence? Read about the Eucharistic Miracles. https://
www.osvnews.com/2021/09/10/do-you-doubt-the-real-presence-learn-about-
these-eucharistic-miracles/  
 

Announcements On The Eucharistic Revival 

J   C  U  D  
HE PROMISES TO RESTORE AND RENEW HIS PEOPLE  

Our world is hurting. We all need healing, yet many of us are separated from the very source of 
our strength. Jesus Christ invites us to return to the source and summit of our faith in the cele-
bration of the Eucharist. The National Eucharistic Revival is a movement to restore understand-
ing and devotion to this great mystery here in the United States by helping us renew our worship 
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist. 
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Small Groups Initiative
While there is much to come, a key initiative within this Eucharistic Revival will be small 
study groups. Small groups are a powerful way to see the fruit of the Revival in our parish! 
This 7-session study has been created specifically for the Year of Parish Revival and is 
provided to parishes free of charge.  

Each video session is full of rich theological content, powerful talks, and unique and timely 
messages from bishops across the country.

This study will be a special time to grow in community within our parish as we walk this 
sacred year together, and we really desire you to join us!

Sundays in the Church beginning October 8th

6:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.
Contact Theresa Calsetta 732-299-0261 or dakota16@optonline.net  

To Make a Journey to Jesus
A pilgrimage is “the simultaneous movement of the feet and the soul”—a journey made 
both externally and internally. 

The pilgrim travels to a location of spiritual significance, stepping outside of themselves in 
order to encounter God in places where he has revealed himself. 

This action mirrors the interior journey of the pilgrim, who uses this experience to draw 
closer to Our Lord and seek him more intentionally. 

The value of a pilgrimage is not in the distance traveled but in the disposition of our own 
hearts and the zeal with which we seek God. Many saints have had life-changing experi-
ences while on pilgrimage, and the practice has been a part of Christianity from the beginning.

St. Monica Parish Pilgrimage
The National Blue Army Shrine of Our Lady of Fatima

Friday, October 13
8:30 a.m. bus departs from St. Monica, bus returns 5:30 p.m.

Contact Barbara Rookey at 732-904-8152 or barookey@gmail.com

Why Make a Pilgrimage?
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The Eucharist - St Monica
Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am
Saturday             4:00 pm 
Sunday             9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days             As Noted
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm 
                                  or by appt.
Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 

Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
Baptisms
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for 
others through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
Patriotism. Visit our Website at 
www.kofc11529.org.

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098
Bereavement Ministry
Please contact the parish office for more 
information.
Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or 
close friend. This is a Catholic centered Support 
Group offering a caring, compassionate, and 
confidential environment to support your 
journey from grieving to healing. For registration 
and details contact Deacon John White 848-992-
1652 or dcnjohnw@gmail.com

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
For those seeking full membership in the 
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered fami-
lies and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261.
New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further infor-
mation.
Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support parish-
ioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in or-
der to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization.
Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make 
arrangements.
Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to wor-
ship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate 
in ongoing Religious Education classes. Our pro-
gram includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen 
Badach, Coordinator of Religious Education 732-
928-4038 or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish
through visitation of families, the sick and 
assisting with pastoral needs. 
Women of St Monica
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a 
variety of ways. 
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Reflections on the Readings from the 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time — Sunday 24, 2023 

ENVY AND GOD’S GENEROSITY 
“My thoughts are not your thoughts nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord.” Perhaps no 
story in the New Testament proves the truth of that statement more than today’s Gospel. In 
the parable of the workers in the vineyard, we are confronted with what we might consider 
an unfair situation. The owner of the vineyard goes out and hires workers, starting in the 
early morning and ending close to sundown. But no matter what time of day the workers are 
hired, all get the same daily wage, even if they only worked for one hour.  
Most of us probably will think how very unfair it was that some had to labor all day and oth-
ers got to waltz in at the last minute, but everyone got the same reward. In fact, the charac-
ters in the parable felt the same way and most likely so did Jesus’ audience.  
But that’s what makes the parable so powerful. It’s only after we work through our thoughts 
and feelings about what is right and  what is wrong that we can begin to see beyond the ap-
parent unfairness to the character of the owner, who is a symbol of God, and realize that 
Jesus is telling us that no one is left out of God’s love. Once we are able to move on from 
the “injustice,” we are then able to give thanks to God for what he has given us and realize 
any feelings of envy or comparison to others reflects not on God’s generosity but on our 
own poverty of spirit.  

PRAYER 
Put yourself in the parable. It’s the end of the workday. The owner calls all of the workers 
together and hands out the day’s pay. You notice that everyone gets exactly the same—
those who have worked all day and those who arrived just a few minutes ago. How does 
that make you feel about the owner? How does that make you feel about your fellow work-
ers? Are you tempted to say something? Does this make you want to work for this owner in 
the future? Why or why not?  

RESOLUTION 
This week, end each day recalling all the gifts that God has given you and thank him for his 
presence and generosity in your life. Then spend some time in prayer for those who are in 
need and ask God to pour his generosity upon them.  |formed.org 

Join our Study Group 
“Jesus and the Eucharist” 

Sun., Oct. 8 @ 6:30 p.m. 
St. Monica Church 

Snacks provided! Call Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261 
to register Study materials 

also provided 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELPHOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the app 
when you visit their establishments.

PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!

Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant              Instagram: @QwanaCP 

www.Time2GoVacations.com
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist

(848) 444-3515
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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