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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 20, 2023  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – AUGUST 20, 2023 

 

Monday: Jgs 2:11-19; Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44; Mt 19:16-22 
Tuesday: Jgs 6:11-24a; Ps 85:9, 11-12, 13-14; Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Jgs 9:6-15; Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Rv 21:9b-14; Ps 145:10-13, 17-18; Jn 1:45-51 
Friday: Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22; Ps 146:5-10; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17; Ps 128:1b-5; Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Is 22:19-23; Ps 138:1-3, 6, 8; Rom 11:33-36; Mt 16:13-20 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby 
Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher 
Diolosa, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, 
Arlene Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy 
Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Patrick Abeel, Robin Trombino, 
Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Frank Falesto, 
Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen Morello, Elaine 
Stemmle, Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Dorothy 
Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Jennie 
D’Angelo, Paul Hetteroth, Cheryl Vega, 
Domenick DiCicco, Irene Kislan, Renee Brady, 
Carol Spezzano, John Lanteri, Michael Seiler, 
Shannon Hubert, Ronald Nuzzola, Ray 
Kijowski  
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, August 19 
  4:00 pm  Marguerita Geerders 
                (Calsetta Family) 
Sunday, August 20 
  9:00 am  Nancy Galiszewski 
                (Denis, Dee, Denielle & Sway)  
11:00 am  U.S. Alexander  
                (Ernie & Barbara Rookey ) 
Monday, August 21 
   9:00 am Intentions of the Blessed Mother  
              (Joseph & Matilda Curatolo) 
Tuesday, August 22 
9:00 am  Anne M Berardone 30th Anniversary 
              (Arlene Toth) 
7:00 pm  Ann Dolan (Mary Boyd) 
Wednesday, August 23 
9:00 am  Rudy, Jannielo & Maxima Ebreo 
              (Levy Family) 
 Thursday, August 24 
 9:00 am  Robert Spuhler 
               (Piacentino Family) 
Saturday, August 26 
  4:00 pm  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
                 (Anzalone Family) 
Sunday, August 27 
No 9:00 am Mass today - Parish Festival 
11:00 am  Our Parishioners and Families  
                 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish  
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
JULY 31 - AUGUST 6, 2023

    Total                               $5,437.60
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.
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WE ARE THE WOMEN OF ST. MONICA

But who ARE we? We are parishioners who 
are dedicated to our Catholic faith, to our 
families, and to our Church. We meet monthly 
to plan future activities like fundraisers for our 
parish needs or for other worthy 
organizations; to listen to informative speakers 
on topics of interest; to occasionally join in 
“just for fun” activities, and more! 
We Women of St. Monica are looking for new 
members to join us, and we invite you to 
attend our next meeting, Sunday, Sept. 3rd 
after the 11:00 a.m. Mass. 
If you are interested but unable to attend this 
meeting, be aware our meetings are regularly 
held the first Sunday each month at 12:00 p.m. 
in the parish meeting room called Little 
Church. We really are looking forward to 
meeting you!  
Contact Linda Thompson 908-770-0681 for 
further information.

Don’tt forgett too purchasee yourr wristbandss 
afterr Masss today.. 
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 20, 2023 

Gaze upon, examine, contemplate, 
most noble queen, desiring to follow 
your spouse, who is more beautiful 
than the sons of humankind, and 

who for your salvation became the 
vilest of men, despised, struck, and 
flogged repeatedly over his entire 

body, dying while suffering the 
excruciating torments of the cross. If 

you suffer with him, with him you 
will reign, grieving with him, with 

him you will rejoice, dying with him 
on the cross of tribulation, with him 
you will possess mansions in heaven 
among the splendors of the saints, 
and your name will be recorded in 
the Book of Life and will bring you 

glory among men and women.

S . C   A , 
S  L   S . A   P

This traveling exhibit was created to assist 
those who will experience it to affirm belief 
in the Real Presence of the Jesus in the 
Eucharist. It is based upon the website 
created by Blessed Carlo Acutis to 
catalogue all of the eucharistic miracles that 
have taken place worldwide. Acutis was a 
young man who lived in Italy. In his short 
life he was especially interested in web 
design and computer technology. He died 
at age 15 in 2006, and was beatified in 
2020. 
This exhibit intentionally reminds us that the 
historical miracles we are learning about on 
the walls of the exhibit are all pointing to the 
miracle in front of us—Jesus, present in the 
Most Holy Eucharist! 
As the exhibit travels through our diocese 
you are encouraged to make a visit:  
Aug. 26 - Sept. 9, 2023
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Lakewood, NJ
More Information:
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/eucharistic-
miracles-exhibit

Intercessions for  L i fe

August 20, 2023
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

For all Catholics:
That we may steadfastly 

proclaim and uphold
the dignity of all human life,

in all stages and circumstances. 
Lord hear our prayer. 

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES EXHIBIT
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Saturday, August 19
    1:30 pm Wedding
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, August 20
    9:00  am Mass
  11:00   am Mass & Special Communion
   12:00  pm Baptism
Monday, August 21
    9:00 am Mass 
    10:00 am  Rel. Ed. Prep (Kitchen)
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC)
Tuesday, August 22
    9:00  am Mass
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, August 23
    9:00 am Mass
    10:00 am  Rel. Ed. Prep (Little Church)
Thursday, August 24
    9:00 am Mass
     7:00  pm K of  C Mtg. (Parish Hall)
(Friday, August 25 Parish Office Closed) 
Saturday, August 26
    10:00  am Wedding
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, August 27
    No 9am Mass 
  11:00  am Parish Festival: Outdoor Mass & Picnic
Monday, August 28
    9:00 am Mass 
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (LC)
Tuesday, August 29
    9:00  am Mass
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
    7:00  pm K of C Officer Mtg. (LC)
Wednesday, August 30
    9:00 am Mass
     5:00  pm Girl Scouts (Church)
     6:00  pm Girl Scouts (Little Church)
Thursday, August 31
    9:00 am Mass
    6:00  pm Religious Ed. Catechist Mtg (LC)
(Friday, Sept. 1 Parish Office Closed)
Friday, September 1
    6:00  pm Youth Group Mtg. (LC)

If you are considering becoming a Catholic, or 
if you are a baptized Catholic who is 
considering completing your Sacraments of 
Initiation (Confirmation and Holy Eucharist), 
our Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) process can help you. 
To decide whether this path is right for you, 
please contact the parish office, where you will 
be put in touch a trained RCIA team member 
who will meet with you and answer your 
questions. No immediate commitment is 
necessary at the time of initial inquiry. Make 
the call today! The Parish Office can be 
reached at 732-928-0279. 

BECOMING CATHOLIC

Online Giving enables you the convenience 
of having your weekly offering, special 
collections such as Christmas, Easter, and all 
other second collections automatically 
debited from your checking account or 
credit card. You choose how much to give, 
the frequency, the fund, and what method of 
payment is used.
… It’s Simple - Log onto 

www.saintmonica.com and click on 
“Donate Now”  and follow the easy 
registration instructions.

… It’s Secure - PCI compliant and uses the 
strongest SSL encryption technology 
available.

… Access - You can access your account at 
any time with a user name and password 
you create at registration to view your  
contribution history, edit upcoming 
contributions, and change your billing date 
and or billing method if necessary.  

Feel free to contact the Parish Office with any 
questions 732-928-0279.

O li Gi i bl h i

ONLINE GIVING
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 20, 2023 

Religious Educationon
REMINDER:

If  you have not re-registered your child/children for class, please register 
now.

If  you are new to our program, please call the Religious Education office 
(732-928-4038) to register YOUR CHILD.  The Baptism certificate and any 
other certificates for sacraments received are needed at the time of  registra-
tion.

Mark your Calendars:

Wed.,  Sept 13 6:00 pm Parent Meeting for all Rel. Ed. 
Parents

Mon., Sept 18 Classes begin for Grades 1 - 6
Tues., Sept 19 Classes begin for Grades 7 & 8

Feel free to contact Karen Badach at 732-928-4038 or 
stmonicaccd@yahoo.com with any questions or further information.



649

Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 7

Rose of Lima

Rose of Lima (born Isabel Flores 
de Oliva; April 20, 1586 - Aug. 24 
24,1617), was born to a noble 
family and is the patron saint of 
embroidery, gardening and 
cultivation of blooming flowers.
As a young girl, in imitation of 
Catherine of Siena, she began 
to fast three times a week and 
performed severe penances in 
secret. When she was admired for 
her beauty, Rose cut off her hair 
and rubbed pepper on her face, 
upset that men were beginning to 
take notice of her. She rejected all 
suitors against the objections of 
her friends and her family.
Despite the censure of her 
parents, she spent many hours 
contemplating the Blessed 
Sacrament, which she received 
daily, an extremely rare practice in that period. She was determined to take 
a vow of virginity, which was opposed by her parents who wished her to marry. 
Finally, out of frustration, her father gave her a room to herself in the family home.

She helped the sick and hungry in her community, bringing them to her room and 
taking care of them. Rose sold her fine needlework and took flowers that she grew to 
market, to help her family. She made and sold lace and embroidery to care for the 
poor, and she prayed and did penance in a little grotto that she had built. Over time 
she became a recluse, leaving her room only for her visits to church. Rose died on 
August 24, 1617, at the young age of 31. Her feast day is August 23. It was said that 
upon her death roses fell from the sky and the streets of Lima smelled of roses.
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time - August 20, 2023 

Why Become a Hospice Volunteer?
The simplest gifts are often the most profound. If you’ve got time, empathy, and compassion, 
you have the ability to support those nearing end of life. If you have been searching for 
meaningful ways to spend your time, we invite you to explore the role of hospice volunteer 
with VNA Health Group.

Companionship visits in patient’s homes or facilities in Ocean County, pet therapy, 
administrative projects, or comforting phone calls from our Toms River office, are just some of 
the ways in which our volunteers support patients and their families. 

Training will be provided by members of the VNA Hospice Team on 3 consecutive 
Wednesdays:  September 13th, 20th & 27th 2023 10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Advanced registration is required. Volunteers must attend all 3 sessions.
1433 Hooper Ave, Toms River NJ 08753

To register or for more information please contact:
Pauline De Palma, BSW Director Volunteer Services (732) 224-6933

Sunday, September 10, 2023
3:00 p.m. at the Norte Dame High School Theater

Lawrenceville, NJ

Church Media CEO and Program Host Jim 
Manfredonia and his family will cover the 

songs of yesteryear, backed up by the 17-
piece “Summer Swing Orchestra.”

Seats are reserved and cost $35, with all pro-
ceeds going to support the work of Domestic 
Church Media, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organi-
zation, to help keep Catholic and Media on the 

air in New Jersey and Pennsylvania. 

For tickets and more information, please go to 
the Domestic Church Media website at: 

www.DomesticChurchMedia.org 
or call 609-882-9357  

F UNDRAIS ING CONCERT TO S UPPORT

Catholic Radio Stations
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The Eucharist - St Monica
Masses & Reconciliation
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am
Saturday             4:00 pm 
Sunday             9:00 & 11:00 am
Holy Days             As Noted
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm 

or by appt.

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
Baptisms
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register.

Visits to the Sick and Homebound
May be arranged by calling our parish office.

Knights of Columbus Council #11529
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and
Patriotism. Visit our Website at 
www.kofc11529.org.

St Vincent de Paul Society
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098
Bereavement Ministry
Please contact the parish office for more 
information.
Grief Support
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group 
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
environment to support your journey from 
grieving to healing. For registration and details 
contact Deacon John White 848-992-1652 
or dcnjohnw@gmail.com
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
For those seeking full membership in the 
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office.

Youth Group
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261.
New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further 
information.
Adult Faith Formation Core Team
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in 
order to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization.
Marriages
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make 
arrangements.
Religious Education
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in 
ongoing Religious Education classes. Our program 
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach, 
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038 
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com 
Legion of Mary
Members participate in the life of the parish
through visitation of families, the sick and 
assisting with pastoral needs. 
Women of St Monica
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a 
variety of ways. 
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Reflections for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time — August 20, 2023 
GREAT FAITH AND PRAYER  
In this week’s Gospel, Jesus goes into Gentile (non-Jewish) territory and encounters there a 
Canaanite woman whose daughter is ill. She learns Jesus is there and goes to him, begging for help. 
At first Jesus doesn’t answer her, but she continues to beg for his help. Even when he tells her that it 
isn’t right to give the food of the children to the dogs, she retorts by saying that even the dogs get 
crumbs. Jesus is so impressed by her boldness that he heals her daughter, saying, “Oh woman, great 
is your faith!”  
From this story, we learn two important points. The first is that persistent prayer backed by unwavering 
faith will receive an answer from the Lord. We don’t always receive the answers in the way we want or 
expect to, but if we pray persistently, we will see our hearts open up to the good thing God wants for us. 
The second is that we who live 2,000 years after Christ can still receive his healing and blessing. He 
healed the woman’s daughter from a distance and he can still heal us today. Time and space are no 
barriers to the Lord of all time and all space. Since many of us have had the experience of praying 
when it seems as if our prayers are battering against a brick wall, this Gospel story of the persistent 
woman serves to increase our faith in the love and mercy of the Lord for each one of us.  |formed.org 
During a general audience in 2021, Pope Francis said that persistent prayer can lead to miracles 
“because prayer goes directly to the heart of the tenderness of God.” To explain what persistent prayer 
can accomplish, the pope recounted the story (similar to today’s Gospel story) of a father of a nine-
year-old Argentine girl who was told that his hospitalized daughter would not survive the night. 
Pope Francis said: “He left his wife there with the child in the hospital, he took the train and he traveled 
70 kilometers [around 45 miles] towards the Basilica of Our Lady of Luján, Patroness of Argentina. And 
there -- the basilica was already closed, it was almost 10 o’clock at night, in the evening -- he clung to 
the gates of the basilica and spent all night praying to Our Lady, fighting for his daughter’s health.” 
“This is not a figment of the imagination: I saw him! I saw him myself. That man there, fighting. At the 
end, at six o’clock in the morning, the church opened, he entered to salute Our Lady, and returned 
home. And he thought: ‘She has left us. No, Our Lady cannot do this to me.’” 
“Then he went to see his wife, and she was smiling, saying: ‘I don’t know what happened. The doctors 
said that something changed, and now she is cured.’” 
The pope offered the man as an example of the fruits of tenacious prayer. He said: “That man, fighting 
with prayer, received the grace of Our Lady. Our Lady listened to him. And I saw this: prayer works 
miracles, because prayer goes directly to the heart of the tenderness of God, who cares for us like a 
father.  And when He does not grant us a grace, He will grant us another which in time we will see. But 
always, combat in prayer to ask for grace. Prayer is combat, and the Lord is always with us.” 

PRAYER
What is the deepest prayer on your heart?  Imagine that you are with the woman in today’s Gospel. 
You hear her banter with Jesus and you see her joy at being granted her request. Now you come 
before Jesus with your desire, your prayer. Picture yourself presenting that petition to him. Do you truly 
believe that he will answer your prayer? Are you willing to persevere in making this request if it is not 
answered right away? Are you open to having your heart conform to his will if he should respond to 
your prayer in a way other than what you request.  

RESOLUTION  
Make a “Prayer List.” Write down what you are praying for and then record the response: Yes, No, or 
Wait. Keep the journal for at least a month and pay attention to how God is responding to your 
requests. Also trust that God wants what is best for you and sometimes answers our prayers in 
unexpected ways that are truly for the best for us.   

https://www.aciafrica.org/news/3446/persistent-prayer-can-lead-to-miracles-pope-francis-at-general-audience?
utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=bookmark 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELPHOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the app 
when you visit their establishments.

PIZZA
ENTREE’S

SANDWICHES

Proudly supporting 
the St. Monica
Community!

Facebook: Cruise Planners- Qwana Grant              Instagram: @QwanaCP 

www.Time2GoVacations.com
Qwana Grant - Travel Specialist

(848) 444-3515
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated
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