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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Third Sunday in Easter - April 23, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – APRIL 23, 2023 

 

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30; Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17; Mk 16:15-20 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20; Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17; Jn 6:60-69 
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b4, 5, 6; 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby 
Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher 
Diolosa, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, 
Arlene Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy 
Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, Robin 
Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, 
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen 
Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose Thompson, 
Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Christos Lambrou, 
Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, 
Cathy Sedano, Jennie D’Angelo, Jake Higgins, 
Paul Hetteroth, John C Purfield, Cheryl Vega, 
Taylor Dlugosz, Cameron Dlugosz, Domenick 
DiCicco, Irene Kislan, Renee Brady, Carol 
Spezzano, Maria Lambros, John Lanteri, 
Michael Seiler 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, April 22 
  4:00 pm  Rosemarie McNab  
                 (Bereavement Ministry) 
Sunday, April 23 
  9:00 am  Charlotte “Holly” Pankiewicz  
                (Mary, Terry Kelley & Family) 
 11:00 am  Elaine Holohan 
                 (Sally & Phil Houde) 
Monday, April 24  
  9:00 am   Elizabeth Csukardi 
                  (Bereavement Ministry) 
Tuesday, April 25 
  9:00 am  Douglas Merwin 
                (St Monica Religious Ed) 
Wednesday, April 26 
  9:00 am  Loretta Zrebiec (Husband, Tom) 
Thursday, April 27 
   9:00 am  Silvana Fallone (Gerarda Fallone) 
Saturday, April 29 
  4:00 pm  Rosemarie McNab  
                 (Jon & Mary Ann Tvaroha) 
Sunday, April 30 
  9:00 am  Glenn Okulewicz  
                (Merwin Family)) 
 11:00 am  Joe Salegna (Fran Hackett) 
                  
                 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
APRIL 10 - 16, 2023

        Total                               $4,788.00
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

Mass Remembrance envelopes for Mother’s 
Day are on the table at the entrances to the 
church. Anyone wishing to honor their 
Mothers (living or deceased) may do so by 
filling out the intention envelope. To ensure 
your intentions will be published in our 
bulletin on Mother’s Day, please return your 
offering by placing it in the collection basket 
no later than May 7. 

All are invited to an Afternoon Reflection
Sunday, April 23 at 2:00 p.m.

NUTS 
is the 

New Normal
What used to be normal in our daily lives is now 

“NUTS.” To be a follower of Jesus, to live a 
moral life, to tell the truth… to want to live the life 
God wants for us has become “nuts” in this day 
and age. Becoming who God wants us to be 

may be one of the nuttiest things we can strive 
for. Come and find out: there are a lot of NUTS 

out there!

Light Refreshments
Suggested Donation: $5.00

Presenter: Colleen Kelly-Raynor
Colleen is a retreat coordinator and National Catholic speaker. 
She travels to a variety of conferences, retreats, schools, 
parishes, diocesan events, and other venues throughout North 
America. Through humor and faith filled stories, she strives to 
create an experience that brings Jesus’s touch to the hearts of 
all.
Contact Mary Ann for more information: 732-740-4785

PLEASE NOTE

The Sanctuary Candle burns 
this week for 

a Special Intention
Requested by Marie Gould

MOTHER’S DAY REMEMBRANCES

On April 26, 2023 at 7:00 pm in Little 
Church we will offer an introduction to the 
Faith Affirmation Badge sponsored through 
the Girl Scouts of the Jersey Shore and the 
Diocese of Trenton. This is an informational 
meeting and all the details of the program 
will be discussed. The program is offered to 
all our Catholic Girl Scouts of any age and 
level. For information or questions please 
contact Theresa Calsetta at 732-299-0261.

CALLING ALL GIRL SCOUTS

MOTHER’S DAY PLANT SALE

Once again the St. Monica Youth Group will 
be offering beautiful 10” hanging baskets and 
potted plants for purchase on Mother’s Day 
Weekend. Come on out and enjoy these 
beautiful plants for all your gift giving needs 
while supporting the youth and young adults 
of our parish. There will be lots of colors and 
arrangements to choose from after all masses 
on Mother’s Day weekend. Cash and checks 
(made payable to St. Monica) will be accept-
ed. 
For  info. or any questions, please contact 
Theresa Calsetta at 732-299-0261.



649

Third Sunday in Easter - April 23, 2023

Intercessions for  L i fe

April 23, 2023
3rd Sunday of Easter

For elected officials:
May they work 

to protect human life.
Lord hear our prayer.

“It is only because of the 
crucifixion, the death of our divine 
Lord, that we have his Body and 

Blood in Holy Communion. It was 
only because of that Last Supper 
that we have the sacrifice of the 

Mass today. And it is only because 
of his crucifixion and death that 

eternal life is possible for us. Christ 
always raises the natural up to the 
supernatural. When we receive his 
Body and Blood we are swept up 

into his divinity.”

—John Cardinal O’Connor, quoted in F   M  
 G : J  C  O’C    

C    C  C  
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Saturday, April 22
    9:00  am 1st Communion Family Breakfast
    12:00 pm Baptism
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00 pm Mass
Sunday, April 23
     9:00  am Mass 
     11:00  am Mass/Children’s Mass
     12:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church)
     2:00  pm Adult Retreat (Parish Hall)
Monday, April 24
    9:00 am Mass 
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little Church)
     4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
     6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, April 25
    9:00 am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)
    8:00  pm K of C Officer Mtg. (LC)
Wednesday, April 26
    9:00 am Mass
     7:00  pm Girl Scout Affirm Program (LC)
Thursday, April 27
    9:00 am Mass
    7:00  pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall)
Saturday, April 29
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, April 30
    9:00  am Mass
  11:00  am Mass 
   12:15  pm Grief Support (Little Church)
Monday, May 1
    9:00 am Mass
    1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church)
    4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, May 2
    9:00  am Mass
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    7:00  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, May 3

    9:00 am Mass
    9:30  am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
    5:00  pm 1st Communion Practice (Church)
Thursday, May 4 
   9:00 am Mass
   5:00  pm 1st Communion Practice (Church)
   7:00  pm K of C Degree (Church)
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Third Sunday in Easter - April 23, 2023 

STORIES THAT UPLIFT 
Luke 24:13-35 

3rd Sunday of Easter - Year A 
Fr. Michael Brizio, IMC 

There is a painting by a Dutch painter, Rembrandt, of Jesus sitting at the table with two of his dis-
ciples. Once, a guide was explaining the painting to some visitors to the museum where it was on 
display. He told them the story behind the picture as we read it in the gospel.  
In the group was a couple, Mr. and Mrs. Browne, whose only son had been recently killed in a car 
accident.  They were still in a state of shock and had come to the museum that day merely in the 
hope that it might take their mind off their sorrow for a little while.  
As the guide started the story, the Brownes were only half listening. However, he told it in such a 
way that by the time he had finished, they were captivated. Afterwards they approached the guide 
and complemented him.  “We’ve heard that story before, but it never moved us till now.  You told 
it with such feeling and conviction.”  
“There was a time when I told the story badly,” replied the guide. “What happened to change 
that?” the Brownes asked. “Three years ago,” the guide began, “my wife got cancer and died a 
slow agonizing death.  I could see absolutely no meaning in her terrible suffering and untimely 
death.  She was a good person.  She did not deserve all this.  I was heartbroken.  It was as if the 
world had come to an end.   
“Nevertheless, I was persuaded to go back to work here at the museum.  So once again I found 
myself telling the story, only more mechanically than before. “Then one day something clicked 
with me, and suddenly, I realized that the story was not just about those two forlorn disciples but 
about me too.  Like the two disciples, I was going down a sad and lonely road.  Even though I am 
a believer, regrettably, up to this Jesus had been little more than a shadowy figure who lived only 
in the pages of the Gospels.  
“But now he came alive for me.  I felt his presence by my side, the presence of a friend who knew 
all about human suffering.  It was as if at that moment my eyes were opened, and I saw things dif-
ferently.  My heart began to burn within me.  As I went on telling the story, a healing process was 
at work inside me.  Even though at times I am still fragile, I had begun to hope and live again.”  
The Brownes were unable to hold back their tears.  “Strange, they said, but as you told the story, 
we too felt our hearts burn within us.” They told him the story of the tragic death of their son.  As 
they parted, the Brownes said, “Thank you for what you did for us.  You are a true disciple.” 
 
* The two disciples meet Jesus who makes them see things differently, and suddenly 
they understand it all with eyes of faith.  The events remain the same, but the disci-
ples have changed, and they see the old experience with new meaning. † 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Grief Support 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group 
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
environment to support your journey from 
grieving to healing. For registration and details 
contact John White 848-992-1652  
or jlwhite2271@gmail.com  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta  
732-299-0261. 
New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further 
information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in 
order to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization. 
Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 
Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in 
ongoing Religious Education classes. Our program 
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach, 
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038 
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond in 
Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. Contact 
Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections for 3rd Sunday of Easter — April 23, 2023 

OUR ROAD TO EMMAUS 
The two disciples on the road to Emmaus is today’s reading came to know the Lord “in the 
breaking of the bread”— the Eucharist. We can see that their encounter with Jesus that day 
parallels the way Jesus comes to meet us in every Mass.   
First, just as Jesus spoke to the two disciples on the road about the Scriptures, so Jesus 
speaks to us through the scriptures in the Liturgy of the Word. Hen, just as Jesus explained 
the Scriptures to the disciples on the road, so do we have those words interpreted for us by 
the priest so that we can begin to understand what they mean for our lives. The first half of 
the Mass, like the first half of the journey to Emmaus, centers on meeting and recognizing 
Jesus.  
Then, as we experience the “breaking of the bread,” Jesus gives us his very self, his Body 
and Blood. At that moment, our eyes can be opened and we are able to see Jesus in our 
midst. When we receive the Lord with an open and receptive heart, we know that he is 
alive...and with us. We begin to have a glimpse into the awesome plan of God for our own 
lives. The second half of the Mass, like the second half of the Emmaus story, centers on 
meeting and recognizing Jesus. 
Finally, like the disciples who run back to Jerusalem to share the Good News, we too, at the 
end of every Mass, are commissioned to be ambassadors of Christ who has revealed 
himself in the Word and in the Eucharist. 

PRAYER 
Imagine you are in the inn with the two disciples. During the meal, the man who has been 
talking to you all day takes bread and blesses it. In that moment, you realize that he is 
Jesus. He is alive! The women were right—Jesus has been raised from the dead. He 
disappears, but you think: “Was not my heart burning within me when he spoke to us on the 
way and opened the Scripture to us?” How do you recognize Jesus today in the Scriptures? 
In the Eucharist? 

RESOLUTION 
As you read Scripture  this week, be open to the ways Jesus reveals himself to you. 
|formed.org 
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELPHOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400
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