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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Fifth Week of Lent - March 26, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – MARCH 26, 2023 

 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62  
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55, 56; Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13; Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday: Mt 21:1-11; Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11; Mt 26:14 - 27:66 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby 
Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher 
Diolosa, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, 
Arlene Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy 
Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, Robin 
Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, 
Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen 
Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose Thompson, 
Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Christos Lambrou, 
Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, 
Cathy Sedano, Jennie D’Angelo, Jake Higgins, 
Paul Hetteroth, John C Purfield, Cheryl Vega, 
Taylor Dlugosz, Cameron Dlugosz, Domenick 
DiCicco, Irene Kislan, Renee Brady, Carol 
Spezzano, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Maria Lambros, 
John Lanteri, Michael Seiler 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, March 25 
4:00 pm  Vincent Reeves 
               (Castello Family) 
Sunday, March 26 
  9:00 am   Anthony Patrick White  
                 (Kathleen & Larissa Scanlon)  
11:00 am   Anthony Samuel White 
                 (Kathleen & Larissa Scanlon)  
Monday, March 27 
  9:00 am   Douglas Merwin  
                 (Carle Family) 
Tuesday, March 28 
  9:00 am   Dana Yepez 
                 (Tvaroha Family)  
Wednesday, March 29 
  9:00 am   Intentions of Betty Fresco 
                (Don & Betty Dessino) 
Thursday, March 30 
  9:00 am   Intentions of Betty Fresco 
                 (Fran DeLuca) 
Saturday, April 1 
  4:00 pm  Carmine, Alfonso, Angelina, Lucy  
                 & Carmine,Sr  Falcone 
                 (Tommy & Carol Ammirata) 
Sunday, April 2 
  9:00 am  Sylvester Cascio & Joseph Anzalone 
                 (Anzalone Family) 
 11:00 am  James Carlos & Elizabeth Scott 
                 (Scott Family) 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
MARCH 6 - 12, 2023

   
   Total                               $5,343.55

Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

LENTEN  CALENDAR
Saturday, March 25
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confession in Little Church
Sunday, March 26 
    6:30 --7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Friday, March 31
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

         led by Deacon Christian  
Saturday, April 1
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confessions in Little Church
Sunday, April 2 
    6:30 --7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Wednesday, April 5
    7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service in Church
Thursday, April 6
    7:00  Holy Thursday Mass/Adoration until 10 p.m.
Friday, April 7
    3:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

         led by Fr. Alex
Saturday, April 8
    11:00 a.m.  Blessing of Easter Food 
    8:00 p.m.  Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 9
    9:00 a.m.  Easter Mass
    11:00 a.m.  Easter Mass

EASTER MASS REMEMBRANCES
Remember a loved one 

(living or deceased)
at our Easter Masses. 

Return intentions no later than April 2. 
Additional envelopes are available at the 

church entrances.

If you wish to receive a report of your 2022 
contributions, please complete a request form 

located at the entrances to the Church and 
place in the collection basket or contact 

Liz Hills in the Parish Office.

If i h i f 2022
2022 CONTRIBUTION REPORTS

This Easter Social Concerns will be collecting 
donations for our local families in need. 
If you would like to help by providing an 
Easter basket filled with goodies for a 
child, we will be collecting them for 
distribution on Sunday, April 2nd. 
They will be handed out to our local families 
in need and to Catholic Charities. Thank you 

SOCIAL CONCERNS EASTER BASKETS

Ending in darkness with a loud clap of 
thunder, Tenebrae (from the Latin for 
“darkness”) is a beautiful service of shadows 
and light handed down in Christendom from at 
least the 9th century.
Join us for Tenebrae, this ancient Christian ser-
vice that helps us prepare ourselves for the 
events of Holy Week through the use of 
Psalms, Readings, and Candlelight.
From light to darkness, and guided by scrip-
ture, we will meditate on the suffering and 
death of Jesus on the Cross, and his burial in 
the darkness of the tomb.

Tenebrae: Weds., April 5 @ 7:00 p.m.
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Intercessions for  L i fe

March 26, 2023
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

May all mothers facing 
difficult pregnancies 

be lovingly accompanied 
as they prepare

to encounter Christ anew 
through the gift of their children. 

Lord hear our prayer.

“Some parts of our human family, it 
appears, can be readily sacrificed for 

the sake of others considered worthy of 
a carefree existence. Ultimately, 
persons are no longer seen as a 

paramount value to be cared for and 
respected, especially when they are 
poor and disabled, ‘not yet useful’—

like the unborn, or ‘no longer 
needed’—like the elderly.”

Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, no. 18, quoted 
in Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the 

Church, no. 38 FRANCIS HOUSE OF PRAYER
Serving the people of God for 50 years

Our Mission
Francis House of Prayer serves the people of 

the Diocese of Trenton and beyond by 
providing a contemplative environment for 
ongoing spiritual growth which fosters the 

deepening of relationship with God, self, oth-
ers and the world through:

------
Spiritual Direction
Weekend Retreats

3 - 7 Day Silent Directed Retreats
Contemplative Prayer Retreats

Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
Monthly Programs
One-Day Programs

Group Retreats
------

Classes on:
The Spiritual Masters

Ignatian Discernment of Spirits
Spiritual Director’s Training

------
Francis House of Prayer, 84 Walnford Road

Allentown, New Jersey 08501
(609)-887-0509 
fhop@verizon.net

Bake Sale Fundraiser April 1 & 2
Calling all bakers: mobilize on Palm Sunday 
weekend for a good cause! Ramp up your 
culinary and baking skills to raise money for 
victims of the recent earthquakes in Syria 
and Turkey.   
Please bring all donated, homemade baked 
goods (cakes, cupcakes, pies, cookies, etc.) to 
Little Church at 2:00 pm on Saturday, April 1.  
All proceeds will go to Catholic Relief 
Services to aid the victims of the 
devastating earthquakes in Turkey and 
Syria.  For questions, please contact Janet 
732-814-4501. 

WOMEN OF ST. MONICA
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STORIES THAT UPLIFT 
John 11:1-45 

5th Sunday of Lent - Year A 
Fr. Michael Brizio, IMC 

Website: www.frmichaelbrizio.com 

Dr. A. L. Jenkins was an emergency-room 
doctor for 48 years in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
In this capacity, Dr. Jenkins saw the best and 
the worst side of the field of medicine.  
But his most vivid memories are of those 
moments that are medically unexplainable.  
Dr. Jenkins recalls one man who was dead on 
arrival in the emergency room. It was Dr. 
Jenkins’ policy to attempt resuscitation 
anyway. After fifteen minutes of CPR, the 
previously dead man began to show signs of 
life.  
The man sat up, looked around him, and then 
said to Dr. Jenkins, “Oh, I wish I was still out 
there! It was beautiful!” The man would 
never explain what he meant but would only 
repeat that the place he had been was “so 
beautiful, so beautiful.”  
*Now, many explanations have been given for so-
called near-death experiences, including chemical
changes in the brain.
But all explanations aside, it is amazing how 
these experiences affirm what the Bible teaches us 
about life beyond the grave.  
There will come a time when the doctor can do no 
more for us, but somewhere on the other side, 
Christ will say, “Mike, Joe, Sally, come out of  
your tombs!” †   

Saturday, March 25 
    2:00  pm Wedding 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, March 26 

 9:00 am Mass 
    11:00  am Mass/RCIA Dismissal (LC) 

 12:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church) 
 12:30 pm Memorial Mass 
 6:30  pm Lent Program “No Greater Love” 

 Monday, March 27 
    9:00 am Mass 

 1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
 4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
 6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 

Tuesday, March 28 
    9:00 am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
    8:00  pm K of C Officer Mtg. (LC) 
Wednesday, March 29 
    9:00 am Mass 
Thursday, March 30 
    9:00 am  Mass 
 Friday, March 31 
    8:00 am - 5:00 pm Facilities Unavailable 
    7:00  pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, April 1 
    9:00  am Breakfast with Easter Bunny (Hall) 
    2:00  pm Bake Sale Drop-off  (LC) 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
    Bake Sale after Mass 
Sunday, April 2 
    Palm Sunday 
    9:00  am Mass 

 11:00  am Mass 
   Bake Sale after all Masses 
   12:00 am Women of St. Monica Mtg. (LC) 
    1:15    pm Grief Support (Church) 

 6:30   pm Lent Program “No Greater Love” 
Monday, April 3 
    9:00 am Mass 

 1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
 4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
 6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 

Tuesday, April 4 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, April 5 
    9:00 am Mass  

 9:30  am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
 7:00  pm Tenebrae Service 

Thursday, April 6  
   Holy Thursday 
   No 9:00 am Mass/Parish Office Closed 

 7:00  pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 Church remains open til 10:00 pm for 
 Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament 



649

Fifth Week of Lent - March 26, 2023



649 

Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 7



649

Fifth Week of Lent - March 26, 2023

Listening Retreat for 
Ministers and Volunteers

Come away for a retreat day at San Alfonso 
Retreat House, Long Branch on May 3, 2023 
from 9 am to 3:30 pm.  
Sr. Anne Myers, SSJ will offer three meaning-
ful ways to listen to God and six skills to help 
us listen more deeply to the people we serve.  
Cost is $50. Register by April 21 at: 
www.dioceseoftrenton.org/pastoralcare

Li i R f
DIOCESAN RETREAT
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days             As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  

or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Grief Support 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group 
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
environment to support your journey from 
grieving to healing. For registration and details 
contact John White 848-992-1652  
or jlwhite2271@gmail.com  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta  
732-299-0261.
New Parishioners
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further 
information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in 
order to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization. 
Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 
Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in 
ongoing Religious Education classes. Our program 
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach, 
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038 
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a 
variety of ways. 
Ancient Order of Hibernians 
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond in 
Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. Contact 
Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  



649

Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 10

Reflections for the 5th Week of Lent - March 26, 2023
THE RAISING OF LAZARUS
The story of the raising of Lazarus is more than just an account of a miracle. The raising 
and unbinding of Lazarus sheds light on how God wants to heal the dead areas of our lives 
and free us from whatever sins, burdens, or wounds prevent us from living life to the fullest. 
When Jesus arrives at the tomb, he has the stone rolled away and calls Lazarus to come 
out. Lazarus emerges, although he is still bound in the burial cloths. We are often like Laz-
arus. We have areas in our lives that are dead and need to be enlivened again by Christ.
But we also may be bound either by our own sins or by the hurts that have been inflicted 
on us. We may carry great burdens or worries or dysfunctional patterns of relating to others 
that bind us down and keep us from peace and happiness. Jesus wants to free us from 
those wounds; he wants us, like Lazarus, to be unbound. 
This week’s Gospel shows us Jesus wants us to let him into all those places that have 
been rendered dead by sin. He wants to weep with us in his humanity, but also to reveal 
his divinity and bring about a total healing. He wants our better selves to step forward as he 
says to each of us, “Come out.” Even if our situation seems hopeless—and certainly Laza-
rus’ death seemed hopeless for his many mourners—nothing is impossible for God. All we 
need to do is surrender our lives to him and trust in him, for him to be able to bring us to 
new life.

PRAYER
Think back over your life and choose a moment where, through your sin or the sin of anoth-
er, you might have become spiritually dead and entombed like Lazarus. Feel the way the 
sin binds you, entrapping you in ways that prevent you from being the whole and holy per-
son God created you to be. Take a few moments to consider that sin and all the ways it 
has hindered your life. Ask God to forgive you if it is a sin you committed. If the sin has 
been committed against you, ask God to forgive that person and to help you let it go. Imag-
ine Jesus calling your name and saying to you what he said to Lazarus: “Come out!” Hear 
him say that you are now untied and free.

RESOLUTION
This week, ask Jesus to release you from any sin or hurt that might still be binding you. 
Consider receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for forgiveness and for the grace to be 
unbound. | formed.org

g g
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELPHOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400
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