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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Third Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – MARCH 12, 2023 

 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23: 1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41  

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Frank Diolosa, Theodore 
Dunyak, Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby 
Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher 
Diolosa, Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, 
Bettina Morell, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, 
John Jennings, Arlene Toth, Deborah 
MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory 
D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, 
Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey 
Brune, Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, 
Robin Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane 
Morell, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, 
Eileen Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose 
Thompson, Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, 
Christos Lambrou, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 
Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Cathy Sedano, Jennie 
D’Angelo, Jake Higgins, Paul Hetteroth, John C 
Purfield, Cheryl Vega, Taylor Dlugosz, 
Cameron Dlugosz, Domenick DiCicco, Irene 
Kislan, Renee Brady, Carol Spezzano, Kevin 
Fitzpatrick, Maria Lambros 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, March 11 
4:00 pm  Thomas William Hussennetter 
               (Louis & Mary Maralla) 
Sunday, March 12 
  9:00 am   Maria Marotta  
                 (Tim & Lauren Goldner)  
11:00 am   Ann Dolan 
                 (Mary Boyd) 
Monday, March 13 
  9:00 am   Father Richard Milewski  
                 (St Monica) 
Tuesday, March 14 
  9:00 am   Joseph Zappulla-30th Anniversary 
                 (Arlene Z Toth)  
Wednesday, March 15 
  9:00 am   Nick DeLuca 
                 (Frank & Marylou Falesto)  
Thursday, March 16 
  9:00 am   Intentions of Zoe Gould 
                (Marie Gould) 
Saturday, March 18 
  4:00 pm  E. Patrick Carragher 
                 (Marie Gould) 
Sunday, March 19 
  9:00 am   Peggy Coady 
                 (David Coady) 
11:00 am  Laurann Carchesio 
                 (Laura & Frank Castellano) 
 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
FEBRUARY 20 - 26, 2023

    Total                               $6,172.50
Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

Attention to all Serving at Mass
The next Ministry Schedule is currently being 
compiled which will include Holy Week and 
Easter. If you are available to serve, please see 
the signup sheets at the back of the Church or 
contact Liz Hills in the Parish Office at 732-
928-0279 or stmonicanj@yahoo.com

LENTEN  CALENDAR
Saturday, March 11
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confessions in Little Church
Sunday, March 12 
    6:30--7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Wednesday, March 15
    7:00--8:00 p.m.  Lenten Penance Service
Friday, March 17
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

        led by Women of St. Monica 
Saturday, March 18
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confessions in Little Church
Sunday, March 19 
    6:30 --7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Friday, March 24
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

         led by Barbara Rookey
Saturday, March 25
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confession in Little Church
Sunday, March 26 
    6:30 --7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Friday, March 31
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

         led by Deacon Christian  
Saturday, April 1
    3:15--3:45 p.m.  Confessions in Little Church
Sunday, April 2 
    6:30 --7:45 p.m.  “No Greater Love” - Church
Wednesday, April 5
    7:00 p.m.  Tenebrae Service in Church

Thursday, April 6
    7:00  Holy Thursday Mass/Adoration until 10 p.m.
Friday, April 7
    3:00 p.m.  Good Friday Service
    7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross/ in Church

         led by Fr. Alex
Saturday, April 8
    11:00 a.m.  Blessing of Easter Food 
    8:00 p.m.  Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 9
    9:00 a.m.  Easter Mass
    11:00 a.m.  Easter Mass

EASTER TRIDUUM

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 pm
Lent is a wonderful time to celebrate the 
reconciling love and the healing graces our 
Lord offers us. Please join us for this oppor-
tunity to go to Confession and celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE

If you wish to receive a report of your 2022 
contributions, please complete a request form 

located at the entrances to the Church and 
place in the collection basket or contact 

Liz Hills in the Parish Office.

If i h i f 2022
2022 CONTRIBUTION REPORTS
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Third Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023

Intercessions for  L i fe

March 12, 2023
Third Sunday in Lent 

For those nearing the end of life: 
May they be given the grace 

to persevere in faith 
and place their trust in God 

as they prepare in hope 
for eternity with Christ.
Lord hear our prayer.

“I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven; whoever eats 

this bread will live forever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh for 

the life of the world.” 

JOHN 6:51

WOMEN OF SAINT MONICA

The Women of  St Monica send a big 
"THANK YOU" to our parish family

for your participation in our recent 
Soup Sale and Italian Dinner. 

Both events were very successful and, if  
we do say so ourselves, delicious! 
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STORIES THAT UPLIFT 
John 4:5-42 

3rd Sunday of Lent - Year A 
Fr. Michael Brizio, IMC 

Website: www.frmichaelbrizio.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hermann Hesse's book Siddhartha narrates the 
wanderings of a man in search of inner peace 
and self-realization. As a Brahmin boy 
Siddhartha had everything—intelligence, 
handsome features, wealth—but he was 
restless. So, he renounced his family and set 
off to seek happiness. In succession he tried 
the asceticism of the Eastern monks, the way 
of enlightenment under the Buddha, the 
pleasures of sensual indulgence, and the 
luxuries of wealth, but all these only left him 
disappointed and disillusioned.  
Disgusted to the point of despair, Siddhartha 
considered committing suicide in a river, when 
he suddenly heard from the depths of his 
subconscious the holy word “Om” that begins 
and ends all prayers.  
The remembrance of that word awakened 
Siddhartha's slumbering spirit to realize anew 
that all is divine and that loving devotion to 
the universe is the key to happiness. The water 
of the river helped him die a symbolic death to 
his old life of futility and emptiness and be 
born again to a new life of fulfillment and 
happiness. 

* Christ made us aware of  our own emptiness, but 
did not leave it at that. He showed us how to begin 
to fill this emptiness, not from without, but from 
within. May we find in him the inner well that 
satisfies our deepest needs. †  

Saturday, March 11 
    11:00 am Funeral Mass 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, March 12 
     9:00 am Mass  
    11:00  am Mass/RCIA Dismissal (LC) 
     12:00 pm Baptism 
    12:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church) 
     6:30  pm Lent Program “No Greater Love” 
 Monday, March 13 
    9:00 am  Mass 
     1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
     4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
     6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
    8:00 pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall) 
 Tuesday, March 14 
    9:00 am  Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, March 15 
    9:00 am Mass 
     7:00  pm Lenten Penance Service 
     7:30  pm       Meeting (Little Church) 
Thursday, March 16 
    9:00 am  Mass 
 Friday, March 17 
    7:00  pm Stations of the Cross 
Saturday, March 18 
    9:30  am 1st Communion Retreat 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, March 19 
    9:00  am  Mass 
   11:00  am Mass/RCIA Dismissal (LC) 
   12:15  pm Grief Support (Little Church) 
    1:00  pm Memorial Service 
    6:30   pm Lent Program “No Greater Love” 
Monday, March 20 
    9:00 am  Mass 
     1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
     4:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
     6:15  pm Religious Education Classes 
Tuesday, March 21 
    9:00  am  Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes 
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, March 22 
    9:00 am Mass  
Thursday, March 23 
    9:00 am  Mass 
     7:00  pm Mass/Special Needs 
 Friday, March 24 
    5:30  pm Wedding Rehearsal 
    7:00  pm Stations of the Cross 
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Our parish second graders came together for a Eucharist Re-
treat on the morning on Saturday, March 4th at St. Monica. 
The day was packed with activities in 3 sessions: a Last Sup-
per experience, a church search, and a video presentation. 
Each session helped the children prepare for the reception of 
Holy Communion in May. 
A 4th session included the parents who were invited to help 
their child create a Tabernacle for their home. The Commun-
ion class from St John’s Parish in Lakehurst also made a visit, 
making for a memorable event for all.  

Third Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023 

The Sacrament of Confirmation was conferred in our parish on Thursday, March 9th. Father Alex 
officiated at the Confirmation of 17 young people who worked diligently for two years for this 
moment. Congratulations to all! Many thanks to Religious Education Director Karen Badach and 
catechists for preparing the students for this new adventure in faith.  

May the Holy Spirit always be your guide and give you the power to do amazing things with your lives 
using the Gifts of  the Holy Spirit to build Christ’s Kingdom through prayer, love and service.  

              God Bless Our Confirmandi 
Ashley Catherine Bigelow        Skylar Elizabeth Carpenter           Brigid Monica Cavanaugh 
Haelee Lucy Chan                      Delaney Margaret Dakin             Carl Louis Feren Lauren 
Josephine Glushko                       Evan Michael Gross                Evan Joseph Grosshandler 
Rachel Francis Inzitari                Oktavia Grace Kozek                Lauren Patricia Krakovsky 
Sofia Krispina Lizano             Gabriella Francesca Mesquita         Amanda Elizabeth Milone 
Hope Rose Praski 

  

 

On Feb. 26, parishioner Seth Blissenbach 
became one of 155 adults and children who 
attended the Rite of Election with the Bishop at 
the Co-Cathedral in Freehold. Seth is now one 
step closer to his Baptism, Confirmation, and 
Holy Communion, which will take place at the 
Easter Vigil at St. Monica.  
Seth and his Sponsor James Barchow were 
accompanied by Caitlin Mroz, who will be 
confirmed at the Easter Vigil along with Seth. 
Cait presented our Book of the Elect on behalf 
of our parish. Many thanks to RCIA 
coordinator Barbara Rookey for all her help 
getting to this day. 

RITE OF ELECTION CELEBRATED WITH BISHOP 

FIRST COMMUNION RETREAT 

CONFIRMATION 
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Third Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023 

We are one month in since the launch of 
the Annual Catholic Appeal. To date, we 
have $4,800 in pledges. Want to donate 
online?  
Visit the link below and make your dona-
tion today!   Pledge cards are also available 
at the entrances to the Church. 
Thank you for your generosity! 
Make a donation:  
https://dioceseoftrenton.org/aca-donate-
page 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Grief Support 
For those grieving the loss of a loved one or close 
friend. This is a Catholic centered Support Group 
offering a caring, compassionate, and confidential 
environment to support your journey from 
grieving to healing. For registration and details 
contact John White 848-992-1652  
or jlwhite2271@gmail.com  
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. For 
more information, contact Theresa Calsetta  
732-299-0261. 
New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the parish office for further 
information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the faith in 
order to grow closer to God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit through discipleship and evangelization. 
Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 
Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to worship 
regularly at Sunday Mass, and to participate in 
ongoing Religious Education classes. Our program 
includes grades 1-8. Please contact Karen Badach, 
Coordinator of Religious Education 732-928-4038 
or stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond in 
Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. Contact 
Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections for the 3rd Sunday of Lent - March 12, 2023
A MESSIAH FOR ALL PEOPLE
In ancient times, access to a reliable well was 
essential. Without a steady supply of clean water, 
life would be difficult, if not impossible. In this week’s 
Gospel, we see Jesus sitting by a well in the country 
of Samaria. It’s noon, and we can assume that he is 
hot and tired. We know he is thirsty, because he 
asks a woman who is there drawing water to give 
him a drink.
This woman, known to us as the Samaritan Woman 
at the Well, has a checkered past. The upstanding 
women of the  community drew their water early in 
the day; she doesn’t want to be seen, so she comes 
at an off-hour. When Jesus, who is a Jew, speaks to 
her, she is taken aback. Jews didn’t usually speak 
with Samaritans. In fact, a little later when his 
disciples join him, they aren’t too keen on the fact 
Jesus was chatting with a Samaritan woman either.
This Gospel scene has a kind of nuptial quality 
about it because a well is where a groom would 
come to meet his bride. Like a bridegroom lovingly 
seeking his bride, Jesus ardently desires this 
Samaritan woman (and her people whom she 
represents) to be reunited with God. The Samaritan 
woman has been a bride five times, and Jesus points this out. But then he goes beyond 
reminding her of her failure by reaching into the recesses of her deepest wounds of 
rejection and lack of love to tell her that he is, indeed, the long-awaited one, the Messiah—
the one who will fulfill her deepest thirsts and longings. Through her, Jesus invites the 
Samaritan people, who were separated from the people of Israel, to return to their true 
bridegroom. By extension, he also invites all of us who come to him with open, thirsting 
hearts to join him at every Mass—at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb—so that we might 
say with the Samaritans: “This is truly the savior of the world!”

PRAYER
Prayerfully consider what you thirst for in life—what you spend your time and energy 
pursuing most. Perhaps it is success at work, the success of your kids, your favorite sport, 
entertainment, being liked, financial security. Now imagine Jesus saying specifically to you: 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall 
give will never thirst. The water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to 
eternal life.” How do these words apply to you? Reflect in prayer on your own experience of 
how your pursuits for the things of this world leave you “thirsty again” and on how only 
Jesus can fulfill your deepest thirsts. 

RESOLUTION
Ask Jesus how you can turn to him more this week to find your deepest thirsts quenched in 
him instead of turning to the things of this world. |formed.org
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com           Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400
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