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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 19, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – FEBRUARY 19, 2023 

 

Monday: Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; Mk 9:14-29 
Tuesday: Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-28, 39-40; Mk 9:30-37 
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-13, 14, 17; 2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
Thursday: Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4, 6; Lk 9:22-25 
Friday: Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15 
Saturday: Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 5:27-32 
Sunday: Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19 or 5:12, 17-19; 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Baryt Schone, Fran 
DeLuca, Frank Diolosa, Theodore Dunyak, 
Andy Sabine, Elaine Giblock, Baby Tripp 
Ravenfeld, Marie Gould, Christopher Diolosa, 
Steve Andolora, Doris Garbarino, Bettina 
Morell, Melissa Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John 
Jennings, Arlene Toth, Deborah MacInnes, 
Judy Bocchicchio, Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, 
Josephine Brennan, Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle 
D’Acunto, Anthony Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, 
Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, Patrick Abeel, Robin 
Trombino, Mary Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, 
Denis Balint, Frank Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann 
Rosetto, Eileen Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose 
Thompson, Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, 
Christos Lambrou, Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob 
Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, Cathy Sedano, Jennie 
D’Angelo, Jake Higgins, Sue Herrmann, Paul 
Hetteroth, John C Purfield, Cheryl Vega, Taylor 
Dlugosz, Cameron Dlugosz, Domenick 
DiCicco, Irene Kislan, Renee Brady, Carol 
Spezzano 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, February 18 
  4:00 pm  Rosemarie Moore 
                 (Terry Stahlhut) 
Sunday, February 19 
  9:00 am   William Carragher, Jr 
                 (Marie Gould) 
11:00 am  Maria Marotta 
                 (Nicole & Chris Merwin) 
Monday, February 20 
  9:00 am   No Mass 
Tuesday, February 21 
  9:00 am   Raymond Charzewski  
                (Lana & Frank Castellano) 
Wednesday, February 22 
  9:00 am   Claudia Frances  
                 (Kathleen & Larissa Scanlon) 
  7:00 pm  Carmine “Camey” Falcone  
                 (Tommy & Carol Ammirata) 
Thursday, February 23 
  9:00 am   Anthony Yepez 
                 (Tvaroha Family) 
Saturday, February 25 
4:00 pm  Vincent Reeves (St Monica) 
Sunday, February 26 
  9:00 am   Lawrence Finnerty  
                 (Wednesday Faith Group)  
11:00 am   Arlene Vogel (Mary Boyd) 
 
To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish 
Office. 
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
JANUARY 30 - FEBRUARY 5, 2023

  
    Total                               $4,911.00

Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

There is no 9:00 a.m. Mass 
on Monday, February 20, 

and all Parish Offices will be closed.

There are no Religious Education Classes 
Monday, February 20 

or Tuesday, February 21

Ash Wednesday is February 22
9:00 a.m. Mass

4:30 p.m. Service
7:00 p.m. Mass

(Ashes will be distributed at all)
------------------------------

Stations of  the Cross begin 
Friday, February 24 at 7:00 p.m.

led by Barbara Rookey

Th i 9 00 M

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

If you wish to receive a report of your 2022 
contributions, please complete a request 
form located at the entrances to the Church 
and place in the collection basket or contact 
Liz Hills in the Parish Office.

2022 CONTRIBUTION REPORTS

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

Dear Parishioners, 
Pledge Sunday for the Annual Catholic 
Appeal is February 18th and 19th 
throughout the Diocese of Trenton.  
Each year the Bishop seeks the support 
of all the members of the diocese to 
further the work of our ministries. Each 
of us has a vital part in all we do in 
Christ’s name, and each of us can share 
in all we do with a gift to the Annual 
Catholic Appeal.
Our single Act of Faith propels the 
works of love that build up our Church. 
You make that happen with a generous 
gift to the ACA. 
This year St Monica’s share of the goal 
is $18,000. As the people of the Diocese 
of Trenton, you have an opportunity to 
help others see Christ working in our 
midst. I ask you to take a moment and 
truly reflect on any help you can give. 
We truly need everyone to participate. 
This year we are again striving to reach 
our goal of $6.5 million.
I am always grateful and moved by the 
level of support you give to our parish. I 
thank you for this support, and may God 
continue to bless you and your family.

Fr Alex
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 19, 2023

Intercessions for  L i fe

February 19, 2023
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

For married couples 
struggling with infertility:
May the Lord help them 

trust in His love
and sustain them with His peace. 

Lord hear our prayer. 

“I am the living bread that came 
down from heaven; whoever eats 

this bread will live forever; and the 
bread that I will give is my flesh for 

the life of the world.”
JOHN 6:51

Sunday, February 26 at 2:30 pm
Please come enjoy a wonderful Italian dinner in 

St. Monica Parish Hall. The menu includes: 
spaghetti & meatballs; sausage, peppers & 

onions; lasagna; antipasto salad; 
bread & butter; dessert; coffee & tea.

Tickets $10 for Adults 
Children 5 & under admitted free

Tickets will be on sale after all Masses.
Questions? Contact Linda Thompson at 
908-770-0681 or lthompsone@aol.com 

Save the Date...Come Hungry!
Proceeds will be used to purchase 

Missals for the parish.

ANNUAL ITALIAN DINNER

Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit Schedule 
Sat. Feb 18 1pm-4:30pm/6pm-7:30pm
Sun. Feb 19 8am-2pm  &  4pm-8pm
Mon. Feb 20 3pm-6pm
Tues. Feb 21 3pm-6pm
Wed. Feb 22 3pm-6pm
Thu. Feb 23 3pm-6pm
Fri. Feb 24 3pm-6pm
Sat. Feb 25 1pm-4:30pm/6pm-7:30pm
Sun. Feb 26 8am-2pm  &  4pm-8pm

Enter the exhibit via the steps on the Hooper 
Ave side of the Church. In addition to the exhibit 
there will be Eucharistic Adoration in the base-
ment during visitation hours.

SEE: Page 8 for more information...

ST. JOSEPH’S MIRACLE EXHIBIT



649

CALENDAR

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 5

Saturday, February 18
    Catholic Appeal at all Masses
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, February 19
    Catholic Appeal at all Masses
    9:00  am Mass
  11:00 am Mass/New EM Commissioning
   11:15  am RCIA Dismissal (Little Church)
    12:15 pm Grief Support (Little Church)
Monday, February 20
    No Religious Education Classes
    Parish Offices Closed
    No 9:00 am Mass
     1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church)
Tuesday, February 21
    No Religious Education Classes
    9:00  am Mass     
    7:30 pm Adult Choir
    8:00 pm K of C Officers Mtg. (LC)
Wednesday, February 22
    Ash Wednesday
    9:00 am Mass /Ash Wednesday
     4:30  pm Ash Wednesday Service
     7:00  pm Mass/Ash Wednesday
Thursday, February 23
    9:00 am Mass
     7:00  pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall)
Friday, February 24
    7:00  pm Stations of the Cross
Saturday, February 25
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, February 26
     9:00 am Mass 
    11:00  am Mass/RCIA Dismissal
    12:00 pm Baptism
    12:15 pm Grief Support
    2:30  pm Italian Dinner 
Monday, February 27
    9:00 am Mass
     1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church)
     4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
     6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, February 28
    9:00 am Mass
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, March 1
    9:00 am Mass
     9:30  am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
Thursday, March 2
    9:00 am Mass
     6:00  pm 1st Reconciliation (Church)
Friday, March 3
    6:00  pm Youth Group Mtg. (LC)
    7:00  pm Stations of the Cross/Youth Grp.

Called by the Holy Spirit, we gather together 
today in praise and thanksgiving to worship 
the Lord. We sing “Alleluia” as an 
acclamation of joy to greet our Lord as he 
speaks to us in the Gospel. But in just a few 
days we will pause this joyous exclamation. 
On Wednesday, Lent will begin and we will 
take our annual opportunity to focus on our 
sinfulness, our need for forgiveness, and the 
sacrificial suffering and death of our Lord. 
May the joy of our faith in the risen Lord 
sustain us during the coming penitential 
season.
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” 
we hear God say to Moses in the first 
reading. Love of neighbor, we realize, is one 
of two foundational principles of the entire 
law. Just as we did last week, we go on to 
hear how Jesus broadens and deepens this 
ancient instruction. Returning to God’s holy 
mountain for Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 
let us learn from the master teacher just as his 
first disciples did two thousand years ago.

PASTORAL PATTERNS

World Library Publications
a division of GIA Publications, Inc.

giamusic.com
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 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 19, 2023 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 19, 2023

ADULT FAITH: LENT

St. Monica Church, 6:30 p.m. Sundays: 

March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26 

April 2

Cost: $26.95 for Book and Workbook
from ascensionpress.com

For more informa on and to register, 
contact Barbara Rookey at: 

barookey@gmail.com

From: Fr. Scott Shaffer
We are very excited to be welcoming the Eucharistic Miracles Exhibit here at Saint Joseph’s 
on February 18 - 26! I wanted to let you know our visitation schedule so that you might be able 
to attend, and I want to be sure you have the information. 
Just a couple years ago, on Oct. 10, 2020, young Carlo Acutis was beatified at a special Mass in 
the city of Assisi, which put the late teenager just one step away from sainthood and allows us 
Catholics to venerate him as “Blessed Carlo Acutis.” 
Blessed Carlo died in 2006, at the age of 15. Like other boys his age, he was avidly interested in 
computers, video games, and the internet. He was also a devout Catholic who went to Mass 
daily and persuaded his mother as well to be a regular attendee. One of his pet projects was 
designing a webpage, exhaustively listing these Eucharistic miracles throughout the centuries 
associated with the bread and wine consecrated at Mass to be the most Holy Body and Blood 
of our Lord Jesus.

The exhibit is fascinating and inspiring. Please know that you are welcomed and invited!

SEE: Page 4 for more information...

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES EXHIBIT @ ST. JOSEPH PARISH, TOMS RIVERPH PARISH, TTOMS RRIVER
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 

Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 

Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 

Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. 
For more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261. 
 
 

New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the  
parish office for further information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the 
faith in order to grow closer to God, Jesus  
and the Holy Spirit through discipleship and  
evangelization. 

Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 

Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to 
worship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to 
participate in ongoing Religious Education classes. 
Our program includes grades 1-8. Please contact 
Karen Badach, Coordinator of Religious 
Education 732-928-4038 or  
stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond 
in Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. 
Contact Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections for the 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time - February 19, 2023

LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus lays out many of his basic life teachings. Several of 
them are extraordinarily difficult for us to understand, much less put into practice. Two of 
these are the famous “turn the other cheek” and “love your enemy” admonitions. To 
understand what Jesus is saying and what it means to us today, we first need to 
understand the context in which Jesus is speaking.
He is addressing the Jews, the Chosen People. 
They have been given the truth about the one God 
and God’s commandments in the Law. God entered 
into a special relationship with them because God 
wanted them to be the means by which these truths 
were conveyed to the entire world. Many Jews in the 
first century, however, saw non-Jews, i.e. the 
Gentiles and especially the Romans, as enemies. 
They distanced themselves from the Gentiles and 
some fought against their Gentile oppressors. But 
Jesus calls the Jews to love their enemies—to love 
the very Gentiles who have lived an immoral life far 
from God and have inflicted so much suffering on 
the Jewish people.
One way of understanding what Jesus is saying 
about the need to love your enemy is to think of an 
iron bar. In order to bend it, you first must heat it. In 
the same way, if you want to move people and 
convert them, then you need to apply the heat of 
love. We can never change the world simply with the 
iron bar of stating the truth. The proclamation of the 
truth must be imbued with love.
If we merely announce the truth about such things as abortion and marriage, but we do so 
without loving the people we are speaking to, then it won’t make much difference. They will 
not change. If we want to convert a pagan, or someone from the secular culture, then we 
must do so by first applying the radical kind of love Jesus proposes in his teachings.

PRAYER:
As you sit and listen to Jesus as he teaches, you suddenly hear him say, “Offer no 
resistance to one who is evil.” What? Aren’t we supposed to fight against evil in the world? 
What can this mean? Reflect for a moment on what Jesus himself did when he was 
arrested and crucified. What does his example mean for you right now, today, in your life?

RESOLUTION:
This is one of Jesus’s hardest teachings. During this week, reread the Gospel and take 
some time to pray about how this can apply to you and your family. If there is someone 
you consider an “enemy,” bring that relationship before the Lord and ask to be shown how 
to demonstrate love to that person. |formed.org
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com           Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)

Home Improvement
Handyman Services

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Mike Debiak, Owner/Cra  sman

Your 360 Improvements, LLC
732.995.6320

Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #13VH12352400
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