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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God - January 1, 2023 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – JANUARY 1, 2023 

 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29–3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Mk 1:7-11 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Douglas Merwin, Carol 
Spezzano, Baryt Schone, Fran DeLuca, Frank 
Diolosa, Theodore Dunyak, Andy Sabine, 
Elaine Giblock, Baby Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie 
Gould, Christopher Diolosa, Steve Andolora, 
Doris Garbarino, Bettina Morell, Melissa 
Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, Arlene 
Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, 
Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, 
Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony 
Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, 
Patrick Abeel, Robin Trombino, Mary 
Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Denis Balint, Frank 
Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen 
Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose Thompson, 
Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Christos Lambrou, 
Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, 
Cathy Sedano, Jennie D’Angelo, Jake Higgins, 
Sue Herrmann, Paul Hetteroth, John C Purfield, 
Fran Morin 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, December 31 
4:00 pm  Diane Black (Debiak Family) 
Sunday, January 1 - Solemnity of Mary 
  9:00 am   Joyce Klotz  
                 (Andrew & Joan Myhal)  
11:00 am   Nick DeLuca  
                 (John & Caroline White) 
Monday, January 2 
  9:00 am   No Mass 
Tuesday, January 3 
  9:00 am   Ann Dolan (Mary Boyd)  
Wednesday, January 4 
  9:00 am   Pasquale Fallone 
                 (Gerarda Fallone) 
Thursday, January 5 
9:00 am  Philomena Carragher (Marie Gould)  
 Saturday, January 7 
  4:00 pm  Kenneth Kowaleski 
                 (Karen & Marvin Badach) 
Sunday, January 8 
  9:00 am   Rosario Salvatore Guarnieri 
                 (Linda Yglesias) 
11:00 am   Nick DeLuca (Debiak Family) 
            

To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 



649

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 3

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP
COLLECTIONS DECEMBER 12 - 18, 2022

  
    Total                               $7,212.00

Thank you for your contributions as we support 

the ministries, programs and facilities of our 

parish.

There is no 9:00 am Mass 
Monday, January 2.

Parish Offices are closed.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

There are no Religious Education Classes 
Monday, January 2 or Tuesday, January 3.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
will be held Wednesday, January 4 

following the 9:00 am Mass.

Th r i n 9 00 m M
PLEASE TAKE NOTE

Donuts and Membership Drive
Next Weekend

On Saturday, January 7 and Sunday, January 8   
St. Monica’s Knights of Columbus will be serv-
ing donuts after all the Masses. 
Gentlemen of the parish interested in becom-
ing a Knight can learn more about this 
worthy organization and maybe have another 
donut for signing up. 

D d M b hi D i
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

PLEASE NOTE

Should you need Communion brought to 
you at Mass, kindly alert an usher 

before Mass. 

Join the March for Life! Go to the March 
for Life website to get started: 

https://marchforlife.org/national-
march-for-life/

WOMEN OF ST MONICA

Our next meeting is Sunday, January 8 at 
12 noon in Little Church.  All women of the 
parish are invited to join us in this ministry of 
Catholic women of the parish.
Need more information?  Contact Theresa 
Calsetta at 732-299-0261.



649 

 

 

Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God - January 1, 2023 

Intercessions for  L i fe  

January 1, 2023 
The Solemnity of Mary,  

Mother of God 

Hail Mary full of grace,  
the Lord is with thee.  

Blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy 

womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,  
Mother of God,  

pray for us sinners  
now and at the hour of our death, 

Amen. 
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Saturday, December 31
    New Year’s Eve
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, January 1, 2023
    Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God
    9:00 am Mass 
    11:00  am Mass 
Monday, January 2, 2023
    Parish Offices Closed
    No Religious Education Classes
    No 9:00 am Mass
     1:00  pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church)
Tuesday, January 3, 2023
    No Religious Education Classes
    9:00  am Mass
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, January 4, 2023
    9:00  am Mass
     9:30  am Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
     7:00  pm RCIA (Little Church)
Thursday, January 5, 2023
    9:00 am Mass
Friday, January 6, 2023
    6:00  om Youth Group (Little Church)
    7:30  pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall)
Saturday, January 7. 2023 (Donut Sunday)
    3:15  pm Confessions
    4:00  pm Mass
Sunday, January 8, 2023 (Donut Sunday)
   Epiphany 
    9:00  am Mass
  11:00 am Mass
Monday, January 9, 2023
    9:00 am Mass
     1:00 pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church)
     4:30  pm Religious Education Classes
     6:15  pm Religious Education Classes
Tuesday, January 10, 2023
    9:00  am Mass
    5:30  pm Religious Education Classes
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church)
Wednesday, January 11, 2023
    9:00 am Mass
    7:00  am RCIA (Little Church)
Thursday, January 12, 2023
    9:00 am Mass
      7:00 pm Baptism Prep (Little Church)
     7:00  pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall)

by Stephen S. Wilbricht, CSC
Today’s Gospel repeats the proclamation that 
announces the naming of Jesus at the time of 
his circumcision. We are meant to focus 
particular attention on the figure of Mary.  
Luke reports that “Mary kept all these things” 
in her heart, as she hears the message of the 
angels through the ambassadorship of the 
shepherds. Thus, we see Mary in a very real 
sense as the first Christian contemplative. God 
has communicated with her in a special way, 
beginning with her own immaculate 
conception and continuing through the birth of 
Jesus. Certainly, pondering within her heart led 
her to marvel at what God might have in store 
for her next. 
In addition to her contemplation of divine 
mercy, we are also meant to see Mary as a 
model of obedience. Throughout Luke’s initial 
chapters, Mary listens completely to the 
message of the angel and gives herself over to 
God’s will. In reporting that Jesus was 
circumcised and given the name spoken by the 
angel, we see that Mary is faithful not only to 
God but to her responsibilities as a Jewish 
mother. Jesus is to be raised in a thoroughly 
faithful Jewish household. As the Mother of 
God, Mary is the exemplar of contemplative 
obedience.
* When we approach Mary, requesting her prayers, 
we approach someone who has a sublime and 
altogether unique relationship with God. Her role 
as Mediatrix of  the Church is something truly 
singular and deserves our special recognition. That 
is why we honor her this day. †
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Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God - January 1, 2023 
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Solemnity of Mary, Holy Mother of God - January 1, 2023 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 
Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Fridays 7:30 - 8:30 pm in the Parish Hall 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 
Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. 
For more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261. 
 
 

New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the  
parish office for further information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the 
faith in order to grow closer to God, Jesus  
and the Holy Spirit through discipleship and  
evangelization. 

Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 

Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to 
worship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to 
participate in ongoing Religious Education classes. 
Our program includes grades 1-8. Please contact 
Karen Badach, Coordinator of Religious 
Education 732-928-4038 or  
stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond 
in Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. 
Contact Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections on the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - January 1, 2023

THE ROSARY, A TRUE TREASURE
Today is a beautiful and important feast in the life of the Church. Our focus today isn’t on 
starting the new year--although that is certainly reason for celebration, and what better 
way is there to start out the new year than by going to Mass? Our focus today is on Mary 
and her motherhood. There is no Christmas without Christ, but there is no Christ without 
his mother. 
Very early on the Church gave Mary the title of 
Theotokos, “God-Bearer” or “Mother of God,” in 
recognition of her unique role in God’s Plan. 
Some people objected (and many still object) to 
the title “Mother of God” because Mary is human 
just like us and the title seems to elevate her far 
above our humanity. But Mary is undeniably the 
mother of Jesus, and if we believe that Jesus is 
God, then Mary is clearly the Mother of God. 
In declaring Mary to be the Holy Mother of God, 
we are recognizing the honor that God has 
already bestowed upon her by choosing her to be 
the mother of his Son. We are not elevating her 
any higher than God has already raised her. And 
in recognizing and proclaiming her privileged role 
as the Mother of God, we also recognize and 
claim her as our beloved Mother, entrusting 
ourselves to her loving care and allowing her to 
lead us ever closer to her Son.  

PRAYER 
Prayerfully place yourself in today’s Gospel 
reading. Imagine that you are one of the 
shepherds, hurrying to Bethlehem after receiving 
the angel’s message. What do you experience 
when you find Mary, Joseph and Jesus in 
Bethlehem? What do you see? What do you 
feel? What do you say? What about this 
experience do you keep and ponder in your 
heart?

RESOLUTION
Think of a time when you have encountered God in a powerful way. It might have been an 
answer to prayer, consolation in a time of trouble, physical or mental healing, an 
overwhelming sense of peace amidst anxiety, or something else. Set aside time this week 
to remember and reflect on that encounter with God and to praise him for it.  |formed.org
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)
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