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MASS INTENTIONS IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18, 2022 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK – DECEMBER 18, 2022 

  

Monday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; Lk 1:5-25  
Tuesday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38  
Wednesday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 1:39-45  
Thursday: 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56  
Friday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66  
Saturday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25  
       Night: Is 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2:11-14; Lk 2:1-14  
Sunday: Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18  

Micki Smith, Joyce Picon, Carol Atherton, Beth 
Kujawski, Chuck Smith, Toni Hetteroth, Brian 
Scott, Dianne Smith, Douglas Merwin, Carol 
Spezzano, Baryt Schone, Fran DeLuca, Frank 
Diolosa, Theodore Dunyak, Andy Sabine, 
Elaine Giblock, Baby Tripp Ravenfeld, Marie 
Gould, Christopher Diolosa, Steve Andolora, 
Doris Garbarino, Bettina Morell, Melissa 
Staiger, Bonnie Holton, John Jennings, Arlene 
Toth, Deborah MacInnes, Judy Bocchicchio, 
Leo Diaz, Glory D’Acunto, Josephine Brennan, 
Frank Trimboli, Gabrielle D’Acunto, Anthony 
Pelle, Jr, Joey Brune, Phillip Wenz, Tina Sherry, 
Patrick Abeel, Robin Trombino, Mary 
Miniscalchi, Lane Morell, Denis Balint, Frank 
Falesto, Jean Stein, Ann Rosetto, Eileen 
Morello, Elaine Stemmle, Rose Thompson, 
Tom Martin, Sarah Thomas, Christos Lambrou, 
Dorothy Palumbo, Jacob Rivera, Jaxson Rivera, 
Cathy Sedano, Jennie D’Angelo, Jake Higgins 
 
Contact the Parish Office to let us know of anyone to be 
remembered in prayer, so we may include them or, if they 
can be removed.   

Saturday, December 17 
4:00 pm  John Kwoka (Cousin Christina) 
Sunday, December 18 
  9:00 am   Loretta Zrebiec  
                 (Husband, Tom)  
11:00 am   Nick DeLuca  
                 (Bereavement Ministry)  
 Monday, December 19 
  9:00 am   Guy Fleming  
                  (John & Chris Pascucci) 
Tuesday, December 20 
  9:00 am   Soul of Rita Paolillo  
                 (Christine Frulio)  
Wednesday, December 21 
  9:00 am   Alexander John Schpakow 
                 (Loving Family) 
Thursday, December 22 
9:00 am  Maryann Lipari  (Family) 
 Saturday, December 24 
  4:00 pm  Christmas Mass Intentions 
10:00 pm  Christmas Mass Intentions 
Sunday, December 25 
  9:00 am   Christmas Mass Intentions 
11:00 am   Christmas Mass Intentions 
               

To secure your intentions, please contact the Parish Office. 



649

 Church of Saint Monica, Jackson, New Jersey Page 3

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP COLLECTIONS
NOVEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 4, 2022

†
Daily Masses:

Monday – Thursday 
9:00 am   (through December 22)

Christmas Eve - Saturday, December 24
4:00 and 10:00 pm

Christmas Day - Sunday, December 25
9:00 am and 11:00 am

New Year’s Eve - Sat., December 31
4:00 pm

Solemnity of Mary - Sun., January 1                                            
       9:00 am and 11:00 am   

PLEASE TAKE NOTE

Should you need Communion brought to 
you at Mass, kindly alert an usher 

before Mass. 

Intentions for the living and deceased will be 
remembered at all Christmas Masses. Intention 
envelopes will be mailed in our Christmas 
mailing. Additional envelopes are available at 
the entrances to the church and from the 
Parish Office. Intentions may be returned in 
the collection basket or dropped off at 
the Parish Office no later than Dec 18.

I i f h li i d d d ill b

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES

Total                                   $ 5,167.20
Thank you for your contributions as we 

support the ministries, programs and facilities 

of our parish.
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Intercessions for  L i fe

December 18th

The Fourth Sunday of Advent

For all parents awaiting 
the birth of their child:

May they look to 
the Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph 

and follow their example 
of cherishing and protecting human life;

Lord hear our prayer.

Christmas Shopping 
on Amazon ?

Go to 
smile.amazon.com/ch/22-3124290

and 
Amazon will donate a portion of  your 
purchase to the Church of  St Monica!

Annual Christmas Tree Sale 
Fundraiser 

This project is in support of St. Jude's Children's 
Hospital and other local charities. 
Reasonably priced and quality Christmas Trees, 
grave blankets, and wreaths will be available for 
purchase between the hours of 1 to 8 pm on 
weekdays and 10 am to 8 pm on weekends at 
Glory's Deli located at the intersection of Rt. 
527 & Rt 526.  Please come out and support this 
Christmas tradition and help those in need. For 
further information please contact Chris Vega at 
917-575-0551 or cvega@gbuilders.com

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

On Saturday, December 3, the Knights of 
Columbus hosted “Breakfast with Santa” for the 
parish children and their families.  Before break-
fast, children who are enrolled in the Religious Ed-
ucation program presented a Christmas pageant for
those in attendance.  All children who came to the 
breakfast were invited to participate. What a won-
der morning it was! Both our Knights and the chil-
dren outdid themselves with their presentation of 
the Gospel story and the delicious breakfast.  
And keeping in mind the Spirit of generosity and 
the joy of Christmas, the 7th grade students made 
beautiful Christmas wreaths which were given to 
Encompass Health Rehab Hospital to spread the 
joy of the season with their patients.  
Many heartfelt thanks go out to our Knights of Columbus 

and those who participated or volunteered to help with  
these events – sharing the Hope and Joy of this Advent 

season. 

Making of Wreaths

Christmas Pageant

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
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Saturday, December 17 
    12:00  pm Grief Support Group 
    3:15  pm Confessions 
    4:00  pm Mass 
Sunday, December 18 
    9:00 am Social Concerns Distribution     
    9:00  am Mass    
   11:00  am Children’s Mass 
   12:00 pm Decorate Church 
Monday, December 19 
    9:00  am   Mass 
     1:00  pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
     4:30   pm Religious Education  
     6:15   pm Religious Education  
Tuesday, December 20 
    9:00  am Mass 
    5:30  pm Religious Education  
     7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
Wednesday, December 21 
    9:00  am Mass 
     7:00   pm Youth Christmas Choir Practice (Ch.) 
Thursday, December 22 
    9:00 am  Mass 
     7:00 pm K of C Mtg. (Parish Hall) 
Friday, December 23 
    Parish Offices Closed 
    7:30  pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
Saturday, December 24 
    Christmas Eve 
    4:00   pm Mass 
    10:00 pm Mass 
Sunday, December 25 
    9:00 am  Mass 
   11:00  am Mass 
Monday, December 26 
    Parish Offices Closed 
    No 9:00 am Mass 
     No  Religious Education  
    1:00  pm Legion of Mary (Little  Church) 
Tuesday, December 27 
    No Religious Education 
    9:00  am Mass 
    7:30  pm Adult Choir (Church) 
    8:00  pm K of C Mtg. (Little Church) 
Wednesday, December 28 
    9:00 am Mass 
Thursday, December 29 
    9:00 am  Mass 
 Friday, December 30 
    7:30 pm AA Meeting (Parish  Hall) 

CERTIFICATES OF ELIGIBILITY 

“Baptism is the source of new life in 
Christ and for that baptismal grace to 
unfold, the parent’s help is important. So 
too is the role of the godfather and god-
mother, who must be firm believers, able 
and ready to help the newly baptized on 
the road of Christian life.” CCC,1253-1255 
“Candidates for the sacrament of confir-
mation, as for baptism, fittingly seek the 
spiritual help of a sponsor. To emphasize 
the unity of the two sacraments, it is ap-
propriate (but not required) that the con-
firmation sponsor be one of the baptism 
godparents.” CCC 1254, 1311 
Before either sacrament is celebrated, all 
godparents and sponsors are required to 
submit to St. Monica’s parish office a 
Certificate of Eligibility. This form can 
be obtained from the parish office of the 
godparent or sponsor.  
To receive the form, the person must:  

 Be an active Catholic, registered and 
attending Mass in their Catholic par-
ish for at least 6 months 

 Be at least 16 years of age 
 Have completed the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation 
 If married, have a valid marriage 

within the Catholic Church  
 Parents cannot be their child’s spon-

sor or godparent 
If you are asked to be a baptism godpar-
ent or confirmation sponsor and you meet 
all the guidelines above, please call the 
parish office as soon as possible to obtain 
your Certificate of Eligibility. When in 
doubt, call the parish office for help at: 
732-928-0279 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18, 2022 

STORIES THAT UPLIFT 
Matthew 1:18-24  

4th Sunday of Advent - Year A 
Fr. Michael Brizio, IMC 

Website: www.frmichaelbrizio.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One Christmas a church staged Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. The role of Ebenezer 
Scrooge was played by a parishioner who was a gentleman of un-Scrooge-like generosity.  But he 
managed his part with gusto, growling his way through the opening scenes, ringing out every 
“Bah! Humbug!” with miserly ill will.  He shivered with fright and dreadful self-recognition as he 
encountered each of the three Christmas ghosts. 

At the end of the play, the transformed and jubilant Scrooge throws open his bedroom window 
and bellows festively to the startled city street below, “Merry Christmas, everyone! Merry 
Christmas!”  Scrooge then spies a street urchin passing by: “Hey you, boy, you there!” the joyful 
Scrooge shouts, “Come up here, boy, I’ve got something wonderful for you to do!” and sends 
the boy off to purchase the giant turkey in the poulterer’s window as a surprise for the Cratchits. 

That’s when something unexpected happened one evening. Now, in this staging, the audience 
did not see the urchin.  No actor appeared on stage as the boy. The audience imagined the boy 
Scrooge was calling to.  But at this performance, when the transformed Scrooge beckoned from 
the window to the unseen boy, a real six-year-old boy sitting in the audience with his family rose 
from his seat and walked onto the stage ready to do “something wonderful.” 

The boy in the audience thought Scrooge was calling him. The actor playing Scrooge was caught 
off guard.  There was now an unscripted child standing center stage.  What to do? The audience 
held its breath.  Then the person beneath the veneer of Scrooge came to the fore.  Scrooge 
strode across the stage and cheerily embraced the waiting boy. 

“Yes, indeed,” he exclaimed, his voice full of blessing. “You are the one, the very one I had in 
mind.”  Then he gently led the boy back to his seat in the audience, returned to the stage and 
resumed the play.    

When the curtain calls were held, it was, of course, this boy, the one who had felt himself 
personally summoned from his seat, who received, along with old Ebenezer, the audience’s 
loudest and warmest applause. 

* Christmas calls from us “something wonderful” -- the grace of  God enables us to experience the same 
transformation as the selfish old Scrooge undergoes in the Dickens’ story.  May this Advent season be the 
beginning of  our faithful response to God’s call to bring the wonder, hope and peace of  his Son’s birth 
into every season and place.  † 
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The Eucharist - St Monica 
Masses & Reconciliation 
Monday - Thursday   9:00 am 
Saturday              4:00 pm  
Sunday              9:00 & 11:00 am 
Holy Days              As Noted 
Reconciliation   Saturday 3:15 - 3:45 pm  
                                  or by appt. 

Exposition of the Holy Sacrament & 
Benediction 
1st Wednesday of each month 9:30 am 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:30 pm 
Baptisms 
Celebrated outside of Mass. Parents and 
godparents are required to attend our Baptism 
preparation program. Please call the parish office 
to register. 

Visits to the Sick and Homebound 
May be arranged by calling our parish office. 
Knights of Columbus Council #11529 
Catholic Men coming together selflessly for others 
through Charity, Unity, Fraternity, and 
Patriotism.  Visit our Website at  
www.kofc11529.org. 

St Vincent de Paul Society 
Emergency Assistance Helpline:  732-370-0098 
Bereavement Ministry 
Please contact the parish office for more  
information. 
Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings 
Fridays 7:30 - 8:30 pm in the Parish Hall 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults)  
For those seeking full membership in the  
Catholic Faith, please contact the parish office. 
Youth Group 
Open to all children of St Monica registered 
families and we would love to have you join us. 
For more information, contact Theresa Calsetta 
732-299-0261. 
 
 

New Parishioners 
Welcome to our parish family! Registration forms 
may be downloaded at www.saintmonica.com. 
Please contact the  
parish office for further information. 
Adult Faith Formation Core Team 
Our mission is to encourage and support 
parishioners in their lifelong learning in the 
faith in order to grow closer to God, Jesus  
and the Holy Spirit through discipleship and  
evangelization. 

Marriages 
The Catholic Dioceses of New Jersey requests a 
one year period of preparation for marriage in the 
church. Contact the parish office to make  
arrangements. 

Religious Education 
Children are expected to receive a Catholic-
Christian upbringing in their family life, to 
worship regularly at Sunday Mass, and to 
participate in ongoing Religious Education classes. 
Our program includes grades 1-8. Please contact 
Karen Badach, Coordinator of Religious 
Education 732-928-4038 or  
stmonicaccd@yahoo.com  
Legion of Mary 
Members participate in the life of the parish 
through visitation of families, the sick and  
assisting with pastoral needs.  
Women of St Monica 
Ministry of Catholic women of the parish striving 
to fulfill their spiritual needs, sharing their faith, 
promoting community and conduct fundraisers 
throughout the year and enhance parish life in a  
variety of ways.  
Ancient Order of Hibernians  
The Ancient Order of Hibernians is an Irish 
Catholic fraternity looking for members to bond 
in Brotherhood, Unity & Christian Charity. 
Contact Patrick Jockel (609) 489-9221 or at 
patrickaoh@hotmail.com  
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Reflections on the Readings for the 4th Sunday in Advent—December 18. 2022

FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY
Jesus is the fulfillment of the great prophecy of Isaiah 7:14ff, that the Messiah would 
come from the line of David and be born of a Virgin. In our readings this week, we 
first read that prophecy and then see its fulfillment in the Gospel.
While today’s reading focuses on Joseph, Mary is also present. It is because of her, 
and her willingness to do God’s will by accepting the respon-
sibility of bearing his Son, that our sins can be forgiven. But 
we cannot overlook Joseph’s role either. As the Gospel tells 
us, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded—taking 
Mary to be his wife and accepting his responsibility toward 
the child in her womb.

As we examine both Mary's and Joseph’s responses to the 
Lord, we are shown two examples of the way that we, as 
Christians, are to be open to the Lord’s movement in our 
own lives. Mary, the spotless virgin, readied a place in her 
body for the coming of the Messiah. We, too, can prepare a 
place for him in our hearts.

Joseph, the faithful husband, accepted what he did not un-
derstand and trusted that the Lord was at work. Inspired by 
his example, we who often can’t understand what is happen-
ing to us can learn to trust more that the Lord is truly working 
in our lives. With only a few days left before we celebrate the 
coming of the Lord at Christmas, let us take this time to ask both Mary and Joseph to 
help us truly “prepare the way of the Lord” in our hearts, our minds, and our souls.

PRAYER:
Imagine that you are with Joseph when he awakens from his dream. He tells you that 
even though Mary is pregnant, he is going to marry her anyway because the child 
she is carrying is the long awaited Messiah, who will save his people from their sins. 
What do you think when you hear this? Are you shocked at his decision, or inspired 
by his trust in the Lord? Do you think you would have the courage to do what Joseph 
did? Prayerfully reflect on how you tend to respond when God invites you to do 
something difficult or confusing.

RESOLUTION:
Is there an area of your life right now that is bewildering or difficult for you to under-
stand—an area in which you may be wondering, “Why is this happening? What am I 
to do? Where is God in all of this?” Take this situation to God in prayer. Talk to God 
about it. Ask him to show you what he is trying to teach you through this difficult situ-
ation, and then ask him to help you imitate Joseph’s trust and obedience. |formed.org
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In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service

French Drains
Foundation Repair
Mold Remediation

732-777-7888
www.morganbasementwaterproofing.com

All Work Guaranteed

www.comfortkeepers.com/centraljersey

RIDESHARE
ZONE
S
A
M
I

#WHATSMYNAME

toptop
sksk
atchatch
nformnform

Mallory’s Army Foundation
United Together In The Fight Against Bullying...

Don’t Just Teach Kindness... BE KINDNESS!
www.MallorysArmy.com

(973) 440-8657 • info@mallorysarmy.org
   It’s easy to join our mailing list! Just send your email 

address by text message: 
Text MALLORYSARMY to 22828 to get started.

Message and data rates may apply.

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED FOR SERVICE EXCELLENCE

2014-2022 Pursuit of
Excellence Recipient

2015 & 2019
Community

Service
Award

11 years in a row!

Serving Ocean & Monmouth County
125 S. Cooks Bridge Road

Jackson, NJ 08527
G. Oliverie, Mgr., N.J. Lic. #3833

732-719-7250

HOW YOU CAN HELP HOW YOU CAN HELP 
OUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORSOUR COMMUNITY,  OUR SPONSORS

Our sponsors pay for our parish bulletin. 
Help us support them, thank them, and 

show them the                        app 
when you visit their establishments.
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Off ering Pre-Planning Programs
Handicap-Accessible Facility

Original Family Owned and Operated
Since 1978

Parishioners

732-364-6808
contact@hasslerfuneralhome.com

www.hasslerfuneralhome.com

Brian T. Hassler
Manager

N.J. Lic. No. 4054

George S. Hassler
Owner & Director

N.J. Lic. No. 3193

George S. Hassler Funeral HomeGeorge S. Hassler Funeral Home

980 Bennetts Mills Rd. 
Jackson, NJ

Scott Rusbarsky, Parishioner
732-733-4211
www.fivestarpainting.com

Timothy E. Ryan, Founder (1951-2019)
Mark L. Sarin, Senior Director NJ Lic. No. 4134

www.ryanfuneralhome.com

DeBow Chapel, 150 W. Veteran’s Hwy., Jackson
732-928-0032 • 732-901-3200

732-408-0900 • www.lawrdm.com

Serving Ocean, Monmouth and Mercer Counties

732.598.5850 mobile
SFernandes@ERAcentral.com

Parishioner
Parlo Italiano

Falo Português
Hablo Español

Stefania “Stef” Fernandes
Broker Associate | Accredited Stager

210 Route 539 • Cream Ridge, NJ 08514
609.259.0200 office 609.259.7027 fax

www.StefSellsNJ.com         Each ERA® Offi  ce is Independently Owned and Operated

Noelle Signoriello, DMD • Unum Rahmat, DMD

1 Kathleen Dr., Jackson • 732-363-6633 • www.nufamilydental.com

Fuel Oil • Gasoline • Diesel • Furnaces • Boilers • HVAC
BUDGET • SALES • SERVICE 

800-349-FUEL(3835)
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